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Matteawan Gallery is pleased to present Janice Caswell: Assembly Required, a solo exhibition 
featuring cardboard constructions and drawings. Many of the works on view were 
completed this summer at Yaddo, an artist residency in Saratoga Springs, NY. Caswell’s work 
was previously exhibited at Matteawan in July 2015 in deconstruct, a group show curated by 
Krista Svalbonas.  
 
Janice Caswell is interested in the manmade landscape, particularly structures that show 
signs of wear and reflect the conditions, intentions, and inventiveness of the people who built 
them. The worn wood, faded or mismatched colors, and often hodgepodge assembly of 
walls, fences, windows, and doors display traces of a layered history. Caswell believes that 
each detail and alteration reflects the builder’s hand and provides clues to the thought 
process behind the construction. Caswell’s constructions are an amalgam of the thousands 
of structures and forms she has encountered, photographed, and filed away in her mind on 
her travels and daily walks through New York City. When she works she combines the 
remembered images with her collection of physical components - including photographs, 
cardboard, paper, drawing, and paint - in an intuitive, improvisational process. 
 
Caswell collects cardboard in various shapes and sizes and paints it in a variety of colors. On 
some pieces of cardboard she adheres her own photographs to add a photographic 
element or pattern. She often starts a new construction with unused scraps from previous 
works, letting the pieces fall into place like a puzzle. Caswell explains “The scraps often end 
up sending me in a direction I wouldn't have taken, like when I find a piece that fits in 
perfectly, but isn't a color I would have chosen, or an angle causes the shape to change 
course. I like playing in that space between intention and chance.” The structures she sees 
and documents in the urban landscape contribute to her work, but in the end there is no 
direct correspondence. She’s not copying something in real life, but rather letting shapes, 
patterns, and colors that interest her emerge in her work in subtle and engaging ways. 
 
Janice Caswell has had solo shows at Schroeder Romero in New York, the Aldrich 
Contemporary Art Museum in Ridgefield, CT and Savannah College of Art and Design in 
Savannah, GA. Her work has appeared in numerous group shows at museums and galleries, 
including The Weatherspoon Museum, Greensboro, NC; the Austin Museum of Art; the Bronx 
Museum of the Arts; ArtPace, San Antonio, TX; Galerie Anne Barault, Paris; and Marlborough 
Chelsea, NY. Among the publications featuring her work are Visual Complexity: Mapping 
Patterns of Information by Manuel Lima and The Map as Art: Contemporary Artists Explore 
Cartography, by Katharine Harmon. Caswell received a BFA from The School of Visual Arts, 
New York and an MA in Government and International Studies, University of Notre Dame, 
South Bend, IN. She lives and works in New York City.  
 
 
For additional information please contact Karlyn Benson at info@matteawan.com. 
 


