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Iron For Honor 
EXHIBITION AT-A-GLANCE 

 
 
EXHIBITION TITLE: Iron For Honor 
 
EXHIBITION DATES: AUG. 14 - NOV. 6, 2016 
 
OVERVIEW: Curated by Anne-Forschler-Tarrasch, Ph.D., Iron For Honor  showcases 

38 pieces of European cast-iron jewelry from the collection of the 
Birmingham Museum of Art. Around the year 1810, three Royal    Prussian 
Iron Foundries began producing delicate cast-iron jewelry, which became 
enormously popular during the Wars of Liberation against 
Napoleon’s hegemony in Europe.  

 
LENDER: Birmingham Museum of Art  
 
LOCATION & HOURS:  The Metal Museum (374 Metal Museum Dr., Memphis, 

Tennessee, 38106) is open Tuesday - Saturday, 10AM - 5PM 
& Sunday, 12PM - 5PM 

 
ADMISSION: Adults: $6 | Seniors: $5 | Students: $4 
 
ABOUT THE METAL The Metal Museum is the only institution in the United States   
MUSEUM: devoted exclusively to the advancement of the art and craft of 

fine metalwork. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Iron For Honor 
 
AUG. 14 - NOV. 6, 2016  

  
Keeler & Sturm Galleries 
 
The Metal Museum is pleased to announce Iron For Honor  an exhibition showcasing 38 pieces of cast iron 
jewelry from the collection of the Birmingham Museum of Art.  
 
Iron For Honor  opens on Sunday, August 14. The Metal Museum will host an Exhibition Reception on 
Thursday, September 1 from 5pm to 8pm with a Conversation with the Curator at 6pm in the Museum’s 
Keeler and Sturm Galleries. 

 
During the early 19th century, cast iron was a primary material used in the 
production of decorative objects and the lack of prejudice against it ensured 
that vast quantities of cast-iron objects were made and sold throughout 
Europe. Like monumental engineering and architectural works of the period, 
such as bridges and factories, the plaques, sculptures, pieces of jewelry and 
household utensils cast in iron are equally representative of an early industrial 
age; they both document and reflect fundamental socioeconomic, political and 
aesthetic changes that occurred in the decorative arts during the period leading 
up to the Industrial Revolution. 
  

Around the year 1810, the three Royal Prussian Iron Foundries began to produce 
delicate cast-iron jewelry, which became enormously popular during the Wars of 
Liberation against Napoleon’s hegemony in Europe. Citizens were encouraged to 
relinquish their precious metals to help fund the war effort and were given iron 
jewelry in exchange. Some pieces included the description, Gold gab ich für Eisen 
(I gave gold for iron) or Zum Wohl des Vaterlandes (For the welfare of the country). 
By donating their gold jewelry in exchange for similar pieces cast in iron, Prussian 
citizens, particularly women, could actively participate in the war effort. Although 
unsuccessful, a cast-iron revival was attempted in 1916 to help fund Germany 
during World War I. At this time, gold was traded for an iron medallion that read, “I 
gave gold towards our defense effort and I take iron for honor.” 
 

 



ABOUT THE BIRMINGHAM MUSEUM OF ART: The 
Birmingham Museum of Art, one of the finest regional museums 
in the United States, houses a diverse collection of more than 
26,000 paintings, sculpture, prints, drawings and decorative arts 
dating from ancient modern times. The collection presents a rich 
panorama of cultures, featuring the Museum’s extensive holdings 
of Asian, European, American, African, Pre-Columbian and Native 
American art. The mission of the Birmingham Museum of Art is to 
provide an unparalleled cultural and educational     experience to 
a diverse community by collecting, presenting, interpreting and 
preserving works of art of the highest quality. www.artsbma.org 

 
ABOUT THE METAL MUSEUM: The Metal Museum is 
the only institution in the United States devoted exclusively to the 
advancement of the art and craft of fine metalwork. This is 
achieved through exhibitions, collections, conservation, 
restoration and consulting services, classes, internship 
opportunities, artists residencies and apprenticeships, research 
and onsite fabrication of artwork and architectural elements. 

http://www.metalmuseum.org/   
 

 

 
High resolution images of artwork are available upon request. Media Requests: Please contact Houston 

Cofield, Social Media and Marketing Coordinator for the Metal Museum at 901-774-6380 or 
houston@metalmuseum.org   
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Iron For Honor 
PROGRAM SCHEDULE 

 
Iron For Honor , August 14 thru November 6, 2016 at the Metal Museum, 374 Metal Museum Drive, 
Memphis, Tennessee 38106 
 

Exhibition Reception 
THURSDAY, SEP. 1, 5PM - 8PM 
Join Metal Museum in celebrating the exhibition, Iron For Honor  in the Museum’s Keeler and Sturm 
Galleries. Beverages will be provided by the Metal Museum. 
 

Conversation with the Curator 
THURSDAY, SEP. 1, 6PM 
Hear the stories behind the works of art in Iron For Honor  during a talk given by Anne Forschler-Tarrasch, 
Ph.D, Chief Curator of the Birmingham Museum of Art. Beverages will be provided by the Metal Museum. 

 

For more information regarding related workshops and programming please contact Houston Cofield at 
houston@metalmuseum.org or 901.774.6380 
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