
Media contact:  Thalia Spyridou studio@patriciaflemingprojects.co.uk  +44 (0)79 6806 6708 
www.patriciaflemingprojects.co.uk	

Patricia Fleming Projects Press Release Immediate Release 2016  
South Block 60 Osborne Street Glasgow 

 
 

Jo McGonigal 
SHIFT Solo Exhibition 17 Sep - 22 Oct 2016 
 
Private view (all welcome): Sat 17 Sept, 4 - 7pm 
 
We are delighted to announce the first solo exhibition in Glasgow by Manchester based 
artist Jo McGonigal. McGonigal’s practice and research engages with emergent debate 
on new materialism and theories of the haptic in relation to painting. By taking painting 
apart and focusing on its physical components, she examines how the material 
components of painting affect the experience of the viewer, not what the painting means 
but what it does.  
 
The popularity of the ‘installation’ in contemporary art has moved the viewer beyond the 
traditional vantage point in an exhibition. Generally boundaries to keep a certain 
distance or to walk around (a sculpture) still apply. To appreciate art presented in this 
way, often filling a room, one views and ‘reads’ it from different positions and 
perspectives, often reflecting on the impact of the architecture and the context of the 
setting. McGonigal’s paintings require the viewer to move around the gallery in much the 
same way, however, McGonigal uses this motion directly in the process of making 
paintings. The viewer’s body is pulled into the act of looking, for example seeing the 
work at a certain angle may require a cheek being pushed against a wall. The act of 
getting close to the art in this way offers a degree of intimacy and trust between the artist 
and the viewer, provoking a broader sensory experience of painting than the traditional 
upright position and a single stationary vantage point.  
 
This physicality of moving back and forth constantly looking and reading the full scope of 
the work in the space can be discussed in McGonigal’s paintings using a very traditional 
view of image making in art history. For instance, McGonigal cites Poussin and other 
Baroque painters, to examine their processes for ‘constructing an image’ or using 
pictorial strategies to present deep complex space, translucency, stillness and the 
transitory, pushing colour forward, zigzag eye movement, dark to light. McGonigal draws 
attention to our physical response of this in order to draw out the materiality of painting. 
  
These ideas of ‘choreographing’ the viewer and or the public are becoming increasingly 
important within art and architecture. McGonigal is unpacking painting, unfolding her 
research on the act of painting while gently removing the notion of a central image as the 
only window.  

Comment from the artist 
 

‘My practice considers how the material components of painting affect the experience of the 
viewer, not what the painting means but what it does. I use found and everyday materials 
alongside the made, to closely examine the vernacular of painting, but taken apart, where 
support, surface, edge, line, translucency and colour, operate equally, to develop an 
understanding of painting as a physical and spatial event’  

With thanks to CePRA (Centre for Practice-Led Research, University of Leeds 
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Feature coverage 
 
Patricia Fleming Projects offers a number of possibilities for arts and lifestyle feature coverage. 
The artist is available for interview, individually or as part of a profile on new approaches to 
painting. Jo McGonigal’s work is collected by new and established collectors, the public often 
don’t know this type of work is accessible or where to buy it. Patricia Fleming Projects supports 
new collecting and supports those engaging with contemporary art for the first time. The artist has 
more work available to view (possibly for homes, offices, hotel and public spaces). We have a 
number of high res images available. 

Notes for Editors 

1. Jo McGonigal b.1969 lives and works in Manchester, UK. Jo is a second year Fine Art PhD 
student at the University of Leeds (Amanda Burton Scholarship) and has a Master of Fine Art 
from Manchester School of Art, UK (AHRC).  
 
2. Solo exhibitions include Patricia Fleming Projects, Glasgow and Platform A Gallery, 
Middlesborough, UK. Prizes this year include, Marmite Painting Prize - Block336 Gallery, London 
& Highlands Gallery, Ireland (forthcoming) and longlisted for Aesthetica Art Prize 2016. Group 
exhibitions include; Ingredients, Method, Serving Suggestion atAPT Gallery, London 
(forthcoming); Raumx Projects, London (forthcoming); International Biennial of Non-Objective Art, 
Lyon, France (forthcoming) Transparent Things at Vane Gallery, Newcastle; Open Eye Gallery, 
Liverpool; Real Painting at Castlefield Gallery, Manchester; Straddle the Line at APT Gallery, 
London; Flood Gallery, Dublin; We Are All In This Together at Bureau, Manchester; FAFA 
GALLERY, Helsinki; Future 50s PSL [Project Space Leeds] with Ceri Hand Gallery and Economic 
Thought Projects, Ard Bia Gallery, Galway, Ireland and Berlin.  
 
Jo has work in private collections in the UK & Ireland and is represented by OBJECT / A Gallery, 
Manchester.  
 
3. Patricia Fleming and Jo McGonigal are available for comment on the announcement. Editors 
are also invited to send reviewers to the event; invitations to the press launch and opening night, 
and listing information will be distributed on 5/9/16.  

About Patricia Fleming Projects 
4. Patricia Fleming Projects is a contemporary art gallery based in Glasgow, working closely with 
emerging and established visual artists from the UK and beyond. Alongside our annual 
exhibitions programme, we initiate artists’ commissions and collector events. 
 
Gallery opening times: Tue – Fri (10 – 5pm) Sat (11 – 4pm) or by appointment. 
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