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Inspired by the traditional handwork of 
women—quilts, weavings, knitted and 
sewn garments—Carol Benson invents 
an altogether new form of sculptural 
painting, which she calls Sewn 
Constructions.  Using leftover pieces of 
canvas from other painters, Benson 
cuts, shapes and sews the scraps to 
produce variations on the traditional 
format of oil-on-canvas works.   
 
In Trousseau, for example, Benson 
fashions ribbons and rose shapes to 
adorn the organic grid forming the 
basis of this three-dimensional 
construction.  The delicacy of the palette, featuring a variety of pinks and reds, 
accented with pale yellow and purple and the decorative flourishes are an ironic 
reference to the sexist expectation that women be pretty rather than powerful, 
Benson says. 
 
Benson has been creating sewn constructions for five years and the current works 
showcase her expanded techniques for sculpturally shaping and composing the 
canvas segments and using oil paint like embroidery or lace to lushly embellish the  
works. 
 
                 …more 
 



Michael Knutson refers to his 
meticulously-rendered, eye-
popping images of spiraling 
ovoids as “further explorations 
of a pictorial space I wandered 
into five years ago.”  That’s 
about as florid as Knutson gets 
in describing his work and the 
complex technical process by 
which he arrives at his images.  
Except when he makes one 
startling admission:  “I am a 
diehard romantic.”   
 

For Knutson, this means that his work remains stubbornly hand-made, despite the 
use of the computer as an intermediate process to manipulate the drawings that 
form the basis of each image. “My oil paintings are tactile and clearly painted with a 
brush, and my watercolors show the feathering and grain of diluted pigments,” 
Knutson notes. The artist’s romanticism extends to his inspiration as well:   “I have 
long wanted to construct a geometric space as organic, gestural and complex as 
Monet’s water garden paintings and Pollock’s tangled fields,” Knutson allows.  He 
believes that this current work is the closest he has come to that aspiration. 
 
Knutson is well known for his visually mesmerizing abstractions that feature illusions 
of transparency and symmetry.  He is the recipient of a traveling fellowship from 
Yale University, a National Endowment for the Arts award, a Betty Bowen Special 
Recognition Award from the Seattle Art Museum, two Juror’s awards from Portland 
Art Museum Biannuals and an award from the American Academy of Arts and 
Letters. 
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Page 1:  Carol Benson, Trousseau, 2016, Oil on canvas, 40 x 52 x 4”.  Photo: 
Aaron Johanson 
 
Page 2:  Michael Knutson, Symmetrical Four-layered Ovoids and Lattices III, 2016, 
Oil on canvas, 60 x 80”.  Photo: Aaron Johanson 
 
 
 
 
 
 


