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MARK BOOTH is an Australian sculptor, currently based in Hill End, NSW. Mark completed a Bachelor of Arts with Honours at the University of 
West England and a Bachelor of Fine Arts at the National Art School Sydney. His sculpture is concerned with the appropriation of ready made 
components and their formation into compositional constructions through systematical processes of repetition and pattern. They replicate the 
module in a non-referential manner, teasing out aspects of installation, minimalism and the immaterial.  

Using PVC pipe elbows, Mark combines elements to create infinite knots; modular components reflecting the freeform process of assembly. 
Through the manipulation of pattern, light and scale, camouflage can change the perception of form by making it disappear or change shape. 
Camouflage is a natural phenomenon that can be adopted to disguise man-made forms and blend them into their surroundings. Mark’s practice 
focuses on the transformation of the artificial into the organic, the disintegration of form and the obfuscation of an object. The sinuous formats 
and patterned skins of his sculptures, alongside their colour schemes and markings, obliquely reference nature, whilst the choice of synthetic 
paints and method of application render them completely artificial. This process removes the camouflage from its typical context, thus 
highlighting the juxtaposition of imitation and the organic. Paradoxically, disguising the configurations in a conspicuous manner serves to 
accentuate them.  

Scale plays an important role in the development of Mark’s work. The sculpture’s scale diminishes when placed into an expansive context and, 
conversely, increases when introduced into a confined, internal space. Recognition of its mass is influenced by the volume that surrounds it. In the 
first series of PVC works, fluorescent white tubes disorient and disintegrate into the walls of a gallery, causing an optical sensation similar to snow 
blindness. Perfectly assimilated into their environment, they create a sense of transience and non-presence. The second series of works deals 
more literally with the concept of camouflage, removed from its normal context to create an illusion of materiality. Mark’s latest series of works 
uses advanced methods of construction, structures that can be disassembled and reassembled to fit in the containers, or reconfigured and shape-
shifted in situ to accomodate an existing display area. Digitised markings refine surface design; small numbers of large pixels optically distort 
form, just as someone’s identity can be disguised in a photograph. Rather than directly referencing nature, the pixelated motifs are artificially 
created, and yet are more effective at hiding the artificial in the natural world.  

Image: Mark Booth, White (17.90-90º), 2015, Acrylic on PVC pipe, 28 x 40 x 49 cm
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