
HOUSTON CENTER FOR PHOTOGRAPHY 
www.hcponline.org 
 
For Information and Visuals: 
Jonathan Beitler, Barrelhouse Media, (832) 964-9932, Email: jonathan@barrelhousemedia.com 

HOUSTON CENTER FOR PHOTOGRAPHY                                                  Sight Lines and Learning Curve 9 – 9/9/16, PAGE 
1 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

HOUSTON CENTER FOR PHOTOGRAPHY PRESENTS: 
  

Sight Lines: Looking at Guns 
Featuring works from six photographers exploring America’s gun culture 

and 
Learning Curve 9 

Juried by Jason Dibley and featuring 19 HCP student artists 
 

ON VIEW SEPTEMBER 16 THROUGH NOVEMBER 13, 2016 
Opening Reception: September 16 | 5:30 to 8 PM 

Artist Talks (Sight Lines): September 16 | 6 PM 
Artist Talks & Juror Remarks (Learning Curve): September 17 | 11 AM 

 
HOUSTON – Houston Center for Photography (HCP) announces the opening of their newest exhibitions Sight 
Lines: Looking at Guns and Learning Curve 9 on Friday, September 16, 2016 and on display through 
November 13, 2016.  Sight Lines: Looking at Guns explores the debates surrounding the right to keep and 
bear arms, as protected by the Second Amendment, through the work of six photographers each exploring 
the various cultural implications of the gun from its aesthetic qualities to the wounds it leaves behind. The 9th 
annual exhibition of selected work made by HCP’s students from the past year, Learning Curve 9, features a 
diverse group of emerging photographers whose interests range from cataloging the pain and nostalgia of 
the human condition to the spectacular and mysterious properties of nature. 19 students total were chosen 
by juror Jason Dibley, Collections Manager, Prints, Drawings, and Photographs at the Museum of Fine Arts, 
Houston.  
 
According to the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms, 
between 2010 and 2013 the number of guns manufactured 
in the US doubled from 5.4 million to 10.8 million per year, 
and as of today there is estimated to be between 270 and 
357 million guns in the United States – ostensibly one for 
every man, woman and child. This increase in manufacturing 
coincides with a rise in mass shootings nationwide. In light of 
devastating recent events including Orlando and Dallas, 
conversations about the gun’s visibility, accessibility, and 
impact in our society have become ever-present, and 
photographs of guns and gun-related violence have been 
important in shaping these dialogues across the political 
spectrum.  

 
Shelley Calton (Houston, TX) Brianna, Houston, 2013. 

From the series Concealed. Courtesy of the artist. 
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Sight Lines highlights this discourse through the work of six photographers. An-Sofie Kesteleyn’s series My 
First Rifle captures children across the country who own and use Crickett .22-calibre rifles – a smaller, 
lightweight and colorful firearm designed for kids ages 5-12.  Christopher Colville creates controlled 
explosions of gunpowder on silver gelatin paper that he outfits with ephemera gathered from the Arizona 
desert, resulting in “the residue of both creation and obliteration, generated from a single spark.” HAIL, Garret 
Hansen’s series of images created from individual bullet holes, presents the viewer with something that 
speaks to the sublime – both attractive and terrifying at the same time – and serves to reflect our own 
opinions of guns in America.  
 
The shocking images in Kathy Shorr’s series SHOT show survivors of gun violence and the ways that their lives 
have been forever changed by the emotional and physical trauma of being shot by a firearm. Sabine 
Pearlman’s AMMO series exposes the otherwise invisible architecture of ammunition cartridges, offering the 
viewer what some see as pristine Zen-like perfection of parts and what others see as the epitome of horror. 
Lastly, Concealed is Shelley Calton’s look into the private and previously unseen lives of women who arm 
themselves. Individually, each subject photographed has their personal reasons for carrying a concealed 
weapon, yet collectively when asked if they are prepared to pull the trigger to protect themselves or their 
loved ones the answer is a resounding “yes.” 
 
Highlighting HCP’s various educational programs offered through its Learning Center, the Learning Curve 
annual exhibition, now in its 9th year, is an opportunity for HCP students to have their works juried and 

presented on the HCP gallery walls. This year’s Juror, Jason 
Dibley, made a selection of photographs from 19 artists 
highlighting a diversity of approaches to the medium as well 
as some common themes and interests.  
 
The artists featured in Learning Curve 9 include: 
 

Susan Alexander 
Loren Brown 
Paul Charles 
Michael Duke 
Holly Furgason 
Carille Guthrie 
Allison Jagers 
Ivonne Keizer 
Ron Levy 
Elaine Matte Mut 

Karen Navarro 
Tiffany Norman 
Larry Parks 
Ricarda Redeker 
Jaskaran Singh 
Mary Stark-Love 
Haya Varon 
Jane Walker 
Ira B. Wise 

 
 
For more information about these exhibitions and for a preview of the works visit www.hcponline.org.  
 
 
ABOUT HOUSTON CENTER FOR PHOTOGRAPHY 
Founded in 1981, Houston Center for Photography is a nonprofit organization offering year-round exhibitions, 
workshops, publications, outreach programs, lectures, classes, and home to an on-site library housing more 
than 2,500 books on photography as well as a state of the art digital darkroom. HCP’s mission is to increase 
society’s understanding and appreciation of photography and its evolving role in contemporary culture. HCP 
strives to encourage artists, build audiences, stimulate dialogue, and promote inquiry about photography and 
related media through education, exhibitions, publications, fellowship programs, and community 

 
Ron Levy (Houston, TX) Underbelly of Bridge Tunnels 

into Dusk, 2015. From the series The Vibrant Night: 
Light Painting Photos of Nature Areas.  

Courtesy of the artist. 
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collaboration. HCP is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization serving as a resource to its members and the 
community with programs that have regional and national impact. 
 
HCP is located at 1441 West Alabama in the Museum District of Houston. Gallery hours are: Wednesday-
Thursday, 11am-9pm, Fridays 11am-5pm, Saturday and Sunday 11am-7pm. For more information, please call 
713.529.4755 or visit www.hcponline.org. 
 
HOUSTON CENTER FOR PHOTOGRAPHY SUPPORTERS 
Houston	  Center	  for	  Photography	  is	  generously	  supported	  by	  the	  The	  Phillip	  and	  Edith	  Leonian	  Foundation;	  The	  Houston	  Endowment;	  City	  
of	   Houston	   through	   the	   Houston	   Arts	   Alliance;	   The	   Brown	   Foundation;	  The	   Eleanor	   and	   Frank	   Freed	   Foundation;	  Artists'	   Framing	  
Resource;	   Patricial	   Eifel	   and	   Jim	   Belli;	   Larson-‐Juhl;	   Antonio	   Manega;	  Nena	   Marsh;	  Texas	   Commission	   on	   the	   Arts;	  The	   Meyer	   Levy	  
Charitable	   Foundation;	  Jean	   Karotkin,	   Krista	   and	   Mike	   Dumas;	   Poppi	   Massey;	   Celia	   and	   Jay	   Munisteri;	   QUE	   Imaging,	   The	   Wortham	  
Foundation;	  The	  National	  Endowment	   for	   the	  Arts;	  Texas	  Women	  for	   the	  Arts;	  The	  Alice	  Kleberg	  Reynolds	  Foundation;	  The	  Albert	  and	  
Ethel	  Herzstein	  Foundation;	  Julie	  and	  Drew	  Alexander;	  Amegy	  Bank;	  The	  JBD	  Foundation;	  Susan	  and	  Patrick	  Cook;	  The	  Greater	  Houston	  
Community	   Foundation;	  Catherine	   Couturier	   Gallery;	   Marybeth	   and	   Tom	   Flaherty;	  Sherry	   and	   James	   Kempner;	   Frazier	   King;	   James	  
Maloney;	  Cameron	  International	  Corporation;	  Cara	  Barer;	  Shlenker	  Block	  Fund	  at	  the	  Houston	  Jewish	  Community	  Foundation;	  The	  Joan	  
Hohlt	  and	  Roger	  Wich	  Foundation;	  Lillian	  H.	  &	  C.W.	  Duncan	  Foundation;	  Jereann	  Chaney;	  Elizabeth	  Anders;	  Eddie	  and	  Chinhui	  Allen;	  The	  
Beth	  Block	  Foundation;	  Shelley	  Calton	  and	  Stuart	  Nelson;	  The	  Chaney	  Foundation;	  Michael	  Deal;	  Bevin	  and	  Dan	  Dubrowski;	  Exxon	  Mobil	  
Foundation;	  James	  R.	  Fisher;	  Betty	  Pecore	  and	  Howard	  Hilliard;	  Carol	  Liffman;	  The	  Mavis	  Kelsey	  Fund;	  Alexander	  and	  Muffy	  McLanahan;	  
Anna	  B.	  McCullough;	   J.	  Andrew	  Nairn;	  The	  Robertson-‐Finley	  Foundation;	  Sue	  and	  Bob	  Schwartz;	  Scott	  Sparvero;	  Laura	  Torgerson;	  Paul	  
Smead;	  Joan	  and	  Stanford	  Alexander;	  Charles	  Butt;	  Thomas	  Damsgaard;	  Burt	  Nelson;	  Tom	  Bacon;	  Lee	  Huber;	  James	  Pomerantz;	  Adrienne	  
Vachon	   and	   Ken	   Anderson;	   Deborah	   Bay	   and	   Edgar	   Browning;	  Google	   AdWords;	   The	   GE	   Foundation;	   Aker	   Imaging;	   Houston	   Camera	  
Exchange;	  and	  Whole	  Foods	  Market. 


