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Cecilia Hillström Gallery is proud to present Katja Larssson’s first solo exhibition in Sweden. The 
presentation, which encompasses sculpture and photographic objects, acts as an imaginary collection 
of artefacts from a world which has abandoned its humans but where its materials and textures continue 
to intermingle. The title is an excerpt from a text by McKenzie Wark, which sets the tone of the 
presentation: The blue ruin of the earth is the total work of art at the end of history. The earth will be 
buried at sea.  
 
The project begins with an expedition to the Isle of Skye where a large scale silicone rubber cast is 
taken of its volcanic coastline. The surface of the rock is rendered precisely as the material seeps into 
every nook and cranny. Solidified lava is turned back into its liquid glowing state. An object emerges 
which is both strange and familiar, bodily and artificial. A Romanticist relationship to nature, traditionally 
occupied by heroic figures such as Caspar David Friedrich and Thomas Joshua Cooper, is reexamined 
through an experimental sculptural process which is bodily, messy and large in scale. The scale conveys 
a sense of place, real as well as imaginary. Such a place, which has been copied from reality and 
rendered in an industrial material, illuminates a more and more indistinguishable boundary between 
nature and culture. 
 
 
Katja Larsson (b. 1987) is a Swedish artist based in London. She graduated from The Slade School of 
Fine Art (MFA) in 2015, and received her BA from Glasgow School of Art with 1st class honours in 2013. 
The same year she was shortlisted for the Saatchi Gallery’s New Sensations Award and participated in 
the group show at Victoria House, Bloomsbury. Over the past couple of years, Katja Larsson has 
exhibited in several shows including National Sculpture Prize in Broomhill Sculpture Garden, North 
Devon, OK Corral in Copenhagen, Chelsea Arts Club and UCL Art Museum in London. Larsson has an 
upcoming solo exhibition at The House of St Barnabas in London in the spring of 2017, curated by Katie 
Heller. 
 


