
 
Tiger Strikes Asteroid New York 
1329 Willoughby Ave, #2A 
Brooklyn, NY 11237 
(347) 746-8041 
newyork@tigerstrikesasteroid.com 
http://newyork.tigerstrikesasteroid.com 

	

	

 
Joe	Ballweg	-		Jazz	Burger	Drool	
October	28	–	December	4,	2016		
Opening reception: Friday, October 28th, 6–9pm 
	
 
BROOKLYN, NY- TSA NY is pleased to present Jazz 
Burger Drool, an exhibition of paintings by Joe Ballweg. 
Ballweg’s paintings present a series of characters that 
simultaneously embody human and animal attributes. In 
these works, anthropomorphism becomes a pictorial 
strategy to visualize the internal tension between our 
human yearnings for virtue and the ridiculous, putrid, and 
comedic nature of life.  
	
Ballweg’s figure-forms reference archetypes of the collective 
unconscious including the devil, hero and the trickster. These subjects are embedded in a 
psychically charged space that provides a complex and evolving context for portrayed figures. 
Ballweg uses deceptively simple language and techniques to complex ends. Full-scale stencils 
allow refinement of the initial composition, and are used to create edges between varied 
moments of paint handling. The end result values dissonance as much as harmony, with paint 
flicked, brushed, ragged and poured across the canvas. Hallucinogenic clouds of color, tinted 
stains and boldly mopped areas of saturated paint are applied and adjusted until a visual 
singularity is found.   
 
Ballweg’s paintings often have an optical vibration or depict a figure seemingly in trance. The 
artist seeks to disarm the viewer as he juxtaposes the immediate and tactile with the diffuse and 
ethereal. Captain Beefheart, stoner metal, and improvisational jazz come to mind as Ballweg 
seeks to enrapture the viewer.  
	
This is Ballweg’s first solo exhibition at TSA gallery. His most recent solo exhibition was at The 
Fort in Brooklyn. In 2016 his work has been featured in various group shows at spaces that 
include Storefront Ten Eyck, Brooklyn; Underdonk Gallery, Brooklyn; Embassy Gallery, Los 
Angeles; and Able Baker Gallery, Portland, Maine. Ballweg was born in New York and received 
his MFA from Boston University. He lives and works in Ridgewood, Queens.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lonely Roller" 2015 oil on linen 53"x40 


