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“I burnt down my whole life when I was a kid. I went too far,” says the artist 

whose practice ironically includes a serious amount of melted and burnt objects from 
crayons and basketballs to his own artworks. Also known for burning his paintings 
during Dismaland (2015) where he showed alongside Banksy and Damian Hirst, it’s 
almost redundant to say that Greg Haberny loves to play with fire. 
 

Py•r•o·glyph•s, opening on October 14th at Catinca Tabacaru Gallery, will be 
the artist's second solo show with the gallery, and the latest and most extreme 
iteration of Haberny’s deep attraction to the use of matches; hence the main material 
of his new solo show being… ashes, partly those of his former paintings.  “I don’t 
care about politics anymore so I burned my more sociopolitical works and crushed 
them down with rolling pins before pulverizing the ashes. Then I cut the ashes with 
archival gel medium, and other things, to create this beautiful jet black medium.” 
 

Haberny admits this radical action could be interpreted as a political or at least 
a philosophical statement on the dark state of the world, but it’s not, it’s much more 



personal than that. And, this is where ashes play a key-role – allowing him to 
concentrate on his inner search, to rid his psyche of its shadows, releasing that 
darkness while he paints. 

 
Inspired by the use of ashes in Chinese pottery, Haberny also uses the black 

mixture to glaze creature-like-porcelaine works that he makes, breaks and 
reassemble, over and over again… a process not far from his painting or his 
thoughts. 

 
He makes sure to mention that this is not about a love for destruction. This 

sentiment is signaled by the fresh flowers peppering his gallery installation.  On the 
contrary, he sees this cycle as a kind of reincarnation and his artistic quest requires a 
commitment to creation, at every step of his process: from the pigments to the 
surface of his works that serve as canvases, Haberny builds everything 
himself. Starting from scratch, building up layers of paper, wood, tape, cloth, paper 
towels and a myriad of other materials, he succeeds in bringing up a full-range of 
emotions in his blackest and simplest series of paintings to date, where he believes 
many personal symbols have slipped through the dark. 
 
 
About the artist: Haberny has exhibited internationally in galleries throughout the 
United States, Europe, Canada and Japan, including solo museum exhibitions at 
Middlebury College Museum of Art, McColl Center for Visual Art, HVCCA Peekskill 
Project V, Katonah Museum of Art, and the Bedford Historical Society.  In the 
summer of 2015 he was included as a featured artist in Banksy’s Dismaland in 
England, and this year he was featured in SPRING/BREAK Art Show in New York, at 
the Bombay Beach Biennale in California, and completed the Fountainhead 
Residency in Miami. Next January, Catinca Tabacaru Gallery will present a solo 
booth of his work at Outsider Art Fair in New York City. 
 
About Catinca Tabacaru Gallery: The Gallery opened its brick and mortar space on 
the Lower East Side of Manhattan in 2014. Interested in authenticity, a universal 
language and the geopolitical environment, the themes of identity, gender and time 
run deep throughout the gallery’s program. Its activities are collaborative at their 
core, often running like a collective of cultural creators. In its first two years, the 
gallery focused on mounting first solo exhibitions for its roster artists, contextualizing 
them within contemporary and historical work; and presenting international artists 
who have not previously shown in the USA. The gallery also started CTG(R), a 
traveling Art Residency program whose first installment took place in Harare, 
Zimbabwe in 2015, and was incarnated this summer in Newfoundland, Canada. 
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