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Cao Fei, La Town (“Center Plaza” still from single-channel video), 2014. Courtesy of the artist and KADIST 
 
Frozen World of the Familiar Stranger 
 
Opening Reception: Wednesday, October 12, 6-9pm 
Exhibition dates in San Francisco: October 12 – November 19, 2016 
Exhibition dates in New Delhi: December 8, 2016 – January 11, 2017* 
Gallery hours: Wednesdays – Saturdays 2-7pm, or by appointment 
 
Works by: Andrea Bowers, Cao Fei, Steffani Jemison, Chris Johanson, Farideh Lashai, 
Rodney McMillian, Sahej Rahal, Rachel Rose, Tejal Shah, Himali Singh Soin, Kartik 
Sood, Ho Tzu Nyen, Adrián Villar Rojas, and Maya Watanabe 
 
A common dynamic amongst individuals in large cities is the possibility of anonymity, the 
luxury and burden engaging with the city’s other inhabitants. If we accept the city to be a 
site in constant flux, then the construction and destruction of its built environment signals a 
prevailing circumstance in which the city is subject to a cyclical process of decay and 
renewal. Elements of this condition are characterized by the stabilizing ambitions of  
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modernization, and the brutal acceleration of global capitalism, which reveal a complex 
tension between permanence and contingency. Every city contains variants of this tension, 
while also remaining bound to a particular history, culture, geography, economy, and 
memory that inform their own urban core. 
 
Frozen World of the Familiar Stranger reflects upon the uncanny sensation of the ultra-
modern global megalopolis, and the increasing sense of alienation we encounter in our 
flattening world. The exhibition builds upon social psychologist Stanley Milgram’s 1970s 
theory of “The Familiar Stranger” to consider urban apocalyptic symptoms; physical, 
environmental, behavioral, psychological, and especially social. Milgram’s Familiar 
Strangers are those who aren’t completely unknown to us, yet aren’t known enough to be 
considered acquaintances. They occupy a liminal space of recognition, surrounding us 
constantly, constructing our perception of social culture in the cities we call home. 
 
Through works exploring isolation, confinement, collapse, transience, anxieties, and 
fantasies of inhabiting collective urban space,	  Frozen World of the Familiar Stranger offers 
an almost satirical point of view on the human condition and what it means to be alive– in 
the present, and in the constructed future. Its artists express a range of anxieties and 
discomforts that accompany the sensation of being present in the constantly collapsing and 
regenerating physical and social spaces of our urban environments. 
 
This exhibition is the result of a curatorial collaboration between KADIST (San Francisco), 
and KHOJ International Artist’s Association (New Delhi). It is co-curated by Sitara 
Chowfla (KHOJ) and Heidi Rabben (KADIST). 
 
*Immediately following its conclusion in San Francisco, the exhibition will travel and open 
in a re-imagined formation at KHOJ on December 8, 2016. 
 
 
PUBLIC PROGRAMS: 
 
Himali Singh Soin: Radar Level 
Himali Singh Soin is an artist and writer whose work is inspired by poetry and 
planetariness. Her performances reflect on deep outer space as a place of inferences, 
entanglements, accelerating voids, debris, delays, irrational law, alienation and infinite 
mystery. She sees her work as an exploration of alien distances and earthly intimacy, 
exploring nativism, nationality, love across borders and cultural flight. Radar Level begins 
from the very beginning: in the place where the first dinosaur egg was found in Mongolia. 
The video footage, shot on location, provides a background to a live performance that 
collectively investigates the theories of consciousness before the human, the origin of 
thought (the paradox of the dinosaur's fossil proving life before the human but the human  
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must think this fossil into being in order to give it life), the access to the imagination of 
dinosaurs through technology and a culture fixated on the fantastical apocalypse.  
  
Performance times: 
Wednesday, October 12 (Opening Reception) - 7:30pm 
Saturday, October 15 - 6:30pm  
Saturday, October 22 - 3:30pm 
 
Saturday October 29 - 3:30pm 
Wednesday, November 2 - 5pm 
Saturday, November 12 -  3:30pm 
Friday, November 18 - 5pm 
Performer: Lili Weckler 
Note: all performances take place in Gallery 3 
 
Sahej Rahal: Contingent Farewell, Act 1 
Saturday, October 29 - 5pm 
Mumbai-based artist Sahej Rahal's body of work is a growing narrative that draws upon 
mythical beings from different cultures, and brings them into a dialogue with the present. 
Within this narrative, these beings perform absurd acts in derelict corners of the city, 
transforming them into liminal sites of ritual. The temporal act and its residue become 
primary motifs in his practice. On the occasion of his participation in Frozen World of the 
Familiar Stranger, Rahal delivers a performance titled Contingent Farewell where a being 
from an absent civilization leaves behind fragments and residues within our own. Act 1 of 
this absurd narrative unfolds as a ritual of displacement stretching time and space to bind 
the two exhibition sites (KADIST and KHOJ) together, through affective experience rather 
than its own materiality. Act 2 will take place after the reformed exhibition opens at KHOJ, 
later this year. 
 
Ho Tzu Nyen: Here on EARTH 
Wednesday, November 16 - Drinks 6pm, Event 7pm 
Drawing from historical events, documentary footage, art history, music videos, and 
mythical stories, Ho Tzu Nyen’s films investigate the construction of history, the narrative  
of myth, and the plurality of identities. Nyen often collaborates with theater professionals, 
and the lighting in his films is meticulously orchestrated, the compositions highly aesthetic. 
Ho also practices painting, performance, and writing, exploring the many possible 
relationships between stills, painted images, and moving images. Signaling the final week 
of the exhibition at KADIST, artist Ho Tzu Nyen presents and speaks about his work in the 
exhibition, EARTH, as well as his practice more generally. 
 
ABOUT KADIST: 
Category defying from its inception, KADIST is a non-profit organization originating from  
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its spaces in Paris and San Francisco, and extending to a wide-reaching network of artists, 
curators, and advisors who are invested in a panoramic view of contemporary art, urgent 
global issues, and progressive social values. Complimented by a growing permanent 
collection of over 1,200 artworks from around the world, KADIST places artists at its 
center and provides a platform for critical cultural dialogue by producing exhibitions, 
public events, residencies, commissions, curatorial opportunities, educational initiatives, 
and online programs. Through a constellation of partners internationally, KADIST stretches 
beyond physical boundaries towards a multi-centered and multi-lingual institution for the 
21st century. 
 
ABOUT KHOJ: 
Khoj International Artists’ Association is a not-for-profit, contemporary art organization 
based in New Delhi, which provides physical, intellectual and financial support for artists 
and creative practitioners. Through a variety of programs including workshops, residencies, 
exhibitions, talks, and socially engaged projects, Khoj has built an international reputation 
as an outstanding alternative arts incubation space. Since its inception in 1997, Khoj has 
developed itself as a unique art lab, and has supported the experimentation of many leading 
Indian and International artists. It plays a central role in the advancement of alternative, 
interdisciplinary, and critical contemporary art practice in India– constantly challenging the 
established thinking about art and art making. By bringing together a diverse range of 
artists and art practices, Khoj aims to facilitate change and awareness of vital global issues 
and concerns through active and engaged audience participation 
 
 
KADIST contact: 
Heidi Rabben 
Co-curator and Director, Events and Exhibitions 
heidi@kadist.org 
(415) 738-8668 
 
KHOJ contact: 
Sitara Chowfla 
Co-curator and Senior Programs Manager 
sitara@khojworkshop.org  
+91-11-65655873/74 
 
 


