
Press Release: 
For Immediate Release:             Contact: Robert Walden, info@roberthenrycontemporary.com, 718-473-0819 
 
robert henry contemporary is pleased to announce an exhibition of new work by New York artist James Cullinane. 
 

James Cullinane: Portals 
October 28 – December 23, 2016 

Reception: Friday, October 28 from 6-9pm 
 

Brooklyn, NY – October 8, 2016 – Portals is an exhibition of a new 
series of diptychs (ink on paper on panel) by New York City artist James 
Cullinane that explores the philosophical experience of now. The 
creation of light and space through a process of mark making and 
breathing is a metaphor for this experience. Each composition is a 
meditation on the present with the artist’s breathing playing a central 
role in the creation of each mark, dot or spray. 
 
Cullinane begins each diptych along the seam between the panels. 
Working from the center out the initial drawing emerges from the line of 
separation between the panels to create a unified whole. Each line 
begins and ends in an ink dot as he randomly fills the surface of the 
panel regulating his breathing as he draws. In some compositions 
Cullinane uses an old-fashioned mouth atomizer, which use a simple 
tube mechanism and the artist’s breath to spray ink across the surface 
creating gradations of color and value. Looking like open books or, 
perhaps, Rorschach tests, the scale of each piece is intimate and 
relates directly to the human form, specifically to the artist’s body. The 
width of the large horizontal diptychs is about Cullinane’s average reach 
and when turned vertically the diptychs resemble the size of windows. 
The varying densities of lines, dots and sprays alter our perceptions of 
form and space. The resulting compositions undulate across the 
surface, expanding and contracting in and out of a perceptual space. 
 
Cullinane’s use of dualities (black/white, dot/dash, left/right, top/bottom, 
light/dark, dense/sparse, etc) permeates this body of work and 
establishes a structure for the experience of the present. It is not one or 

the other, not left or right, top or bottom but the combination of each part that realizes the composition. It is only the combination of these 
elements in the present moment of viewing that finishes the piece. It is this awareness of the present that is central to both the creation and 
experience of this work. This Gestalt requires a physical presence and awareness of or an active interaction with the work on the part of the 
viewer and forces us to remain in the present to experience the work completely. 
 
James Cullinane received his BFA from the Cooper Union for the Advancement of Art and Science in 1979. His work has been exhibited 
locally and nationally. In 2001 he was a resident at the Kohler Art Center, Sheboygan, WI, a participant in the 2002 Artists in the 
Marketplace 22, Emerging Artist Program, at The Bronx Museum, NYC and in 2004 a resident at the Spaces World Artist Program, 
Cleveland, OH. He lives and maintains his studio in New York City. 
 
 
 

 
 
 Directions: L train to Morgan Ave.  

(From Manhattan: Exit towards the back of the train; 
From Brooklyn: Exit towards the front of the train) 
 
 
Hours: Thursday-Sunday 1-6pm and by appointment 

robert henry contemporary 
56 Bogart St 
Brooklyn, NY 11206 
 
718-473-0819 
www.roberthenrycontemporary.com 
 
Facebook: Robert Henry Contemporary 
Twitter: @rhcontemporary 
Instagram: @roberthenrycontemporary 

robert henry contemporary presents the compelling work of emerging and established local and national artists. We feature work that is 
both conceptually challenging and visually engaging focusing on but not limited to minimal and conceptual abstraction. 
	

### 
	

James Cullinane 
Thistlebook, 2016 
Ink and acrylic on paper on two wood panels 
10" x 20" overall (25cm x 50.8cm) 
Detail 


