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The exhibition Ding Ding at the Aargauer Kunsthaus highlights the 

wide range of object art from the 1930s to the present. A playful 

world of things unfolds between pedestals, the floor and the wall: 

found objects, miniatures, kinetic and surrealist objects, 

imitations and assemblages interact and reveal the various 

manifestations of object art. Key works and surprising trouvailles 

from the collection are supplemented by selected loans.  

 

Objects have always exerted a magical power of attraction on people. Be it 

the revered relic of a saint or a found natural object that is used as a 

lucky charm — it is invariably the subject that ascribes meaning to the 

object.  
 

What happens when a mundane everyday object is transferred into an artistic 

context and thereby divested of its original function? The object’s pure 

aesthetic comes to the fore. Attention shifts to its shape and material 

characteristics, allowing for new perspectives and associations. The 

exhibition reveals the field of tension between the object’s reality and 

the artistic reality, for instance, when viewing the works of Franz 

Eggenschwiler (1930–2000), Peter Storrer (b. 1928) and Urs Lüthi (b. 1947). 

The introduction of everyday objects and objects of use into the exhibition 

context suggests new forms of reception, of viewing everyday items 

according to artistic criteria. Conversely, artists such as Clare Kenny 

(b. 1976) and the well-known artist duo Fischli/Weiss (Peter Fischli [b. 

1952]& David Weiss [1946–2012]) manage to imitate real natural phenomena 

and industrial products with the means of art and reproduce them as 

intriguing illusions. 

 



 

Before the beginning of the twentieth century, artists used natural and 

everyday objects primarily as models for material and form studies, until 

in 1914 the artist Marcel Duchamp radicalised the established concept of 

art by taking a found object ("objet trouvé"), signing it, placing it on a 

pedestal and raising it, as a so-called “readymade”, to the status of an 

autonomous work of art.  
 

Since then, object art has evolved in diverse ways. The assembling, 

installing and processing of everyday items such as clothes, instruments, 

tableware or furniture is illustrated in the exhibition by works such as 

the material-based collages of Peter Green (b. 1938), the snare-pictures of 

Daniel Spoerri (b. 1930), the bizarre objects of Christian Rothacher (1994–

2007) and the kinetic sculptures of Peter Fischer (b. 1968) and Roman 

Signer (b. 1938). 

 

Works by Peter Brunner-Brugg (b. 1946), Heinz Reifler (1940–2013) and Maia 

Aeschbach (1928–2015) make generous and extensive use of wall and floor 

surfaces. Hanging and placed on pedestals or in type cases, surrealist and 

seemingly mysterious artefacts by Meret Oppenheim (1913-1985), Eva Wipf 

(1929–1978) André Thomkins (1930–1958), Ben Vautier (b. 1935), Guido 

Nussbaum (b. 1948) and Ugo Rondinone (b. 1946) feature in the exhibition 

and, oscillating between empiricism, adulatory cult and fetishism, evoke 

the paraphernalia of early modern cabinets of curiosities.  

 

Curator 
Thomas Schmutz, Dep. Director / Curator, Aargauer Kunsthaus 
 
Curatorial Assistant 

Julia Schallberger, Research Assistant, Aargauer Kunsthaus 

 

Exhibition Opening 
Saturday, 27 August 2016 6 pm 
6.15 pm Speakers: Madeleine Schuppli, Director; Thomas Schmutz, Dep. 
Director / Curator; Roberto Belci, member of the executive board of NEUE 
AARGAUER BANK AG.  
Reception in the foyer 
Starting at 7.30 pm Food is served in the tent on the Kunsthaus roof 
5 – 6 pm Preview for members of the Aargau Art Association 
6 - 8 pm Children’s Opening Meet at the downstairs studio at 6 pm 
(ages 5–13) 
 
 
 
 
 



 

VorlesBar visits the Aargauer Kunsthaus (in German) 
Friday, 2 September 8 pm 
The VorlesBar recital theatre visits the Aargauer Kunsthaus. To mark the 
exhibition, Walter Millns, Moritz Praxmarer, Maria Ursprung and Nora Zukker 
explore the world of things in their texts.  
Moderated by Julia Schallberger, Assistant Curator, Aargauer Kunsthaus, and 
manager of VorlesBar.  
Followed by a reception at the bar.  
Event only: CHF 10.− / exhibition plus event: admission + CHF 10.- (public 
guided tour of the exhibition at 6.30 pm) 
 
Day & Taxi Concert 
Thursday, 15 Sep. 6.30 am 
Christoph Gallio saxophone, composition; Silvan Jeger double bass; David 
Meier percussion. 
Their music moves with ease between jazz and contemporary music, 
composition and improvisation.  
Admission + CHF 15.− 
 
Artists’ Talk (in German) 
Thursday, 3 Nov. 6.30 pm 
The artists Peter Brunner-Brugg and Clare Kenny in conversation with Thomas 
Schmutz, Dep. Director / Curator. Followed by a reception.  
Admission + CHF 8.− 
 
Guided Tours 
 
Friday, 6.30 pm 
2 Sep. with Julia Schallberger 
 

Sunday, 11 am 
4 Sep. with Silja Burch 
25 Sep. with Silja Burch 
8 Jan. with Silja Burch 
 

Thursday, 6.30 pm 
6 Oct. with Silja Burch 
17 Nov. with Julia Schallberger 
24 Nov. with Julia Schallberger 
5 Jan. with Julia Schallberger 
 
Schools 
 
Introduction for Instructors 
Wednesday, 31 Aug. 2.30 – 4.30 pm 
 
Children and Families 
 
Open Studio 
Sunday, 25 Sep. 11 am – 4 pm 
The studio is open for young and old creative minds 
 
Art Hunt 
Saturday, 27 Aug. / 3 Sep. / 10 Sep. / 17 Sep. and 24 Sep. 
10 am – 12.30 pm (ages 9–13) 
1.30 – 3.30 pm (ages 5–8) 
Children are introduced to art 



 

Family Sunday 
Sunday, 13 Nov. 11 am, 1 pm, and 3 pm 
Interactive guided tour and workshop. 
For families with children ages 5 and up 
 
 
For additional events for schools, families, children, and adolescents,  
as well as barrier-free events please refer to the separate programme 
 
 
Collection 
 
Presentation of the Collection 
Swiss art from the eighteenth century to the present 
 
Conversation with the Art Collector Peter Steiner (in German) 
Wednesday, 19 Oct. 6 pm 
The current presentation of the collection focuses on the works of the 
painter Gottlieb Soland (1928–2011), which are made available to the 
Aargauer Kunsthaus by the Zurich-based art collector Peter Steiner. Like 
his father, Karl Steiner, before him, Peter Steiner is an important 
collector of Swiss art, such as the work of Ferdinand Hodler, and is also 
an active member of the board of trustees of the Giacometti Foundation. To 
mark the exhibition, Madeleine Schuppli, Director of the Aargauer 
Kunsthaus, talks with Peter Steiner about his passion as a collector — the 
joys and «pains» – and about the relationship of the collector to the 
artist.  
Admission + CHF 8.– 
 
 
 
Images for the Media 
Images are available for downloading on our website 
www.aargauerkunsthaus.ch> Media. Please consider the copyright.  
 
Opening Hours 
Tue – Sun: 10 am – 5 pm; Thu: 10 am – 8 pm 
 
 
For additional information please contact 

Thomas Schmutz, Curator / Dep. Director 
Tel. +41 (0)62 835 23 22, email: thomas.schmutz@ag.ch  

Filomena Colecchia, Communication/Media, Aargauer Kunsthaus 
Tel. +41 (0)62 835 23 34, email filomena.colecchia@ag.ch 
 
 
 
 
Become a fan of the Aargauer Kunsthaus on Facebook and follow us on Twitter 
and Instagram. 
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