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The galerie christian berst art brut organise the first solo show of José Manuel Egea "the 

"werewolf" .

José Manuel Egea, born in 1988 in Madrid, has been fascinated with the figure of the 
lycanthrope, or the werewolf, since his childhood. Not only is he convinced of being one 
himself, but he seems to want to reveal to us, through his works, that the double mon-
strosity lies beneath the surface for many of us, if not all of us.

In order to do this, he has developed a rich palette of representations of this “Other” that 
everyone harbors: from sketches to drawings on photographic portraits taken from maga-
zines or art books, including sculpture and performances during which he “plays out” his 
transformation. This mythological creature is obviously the symbol of a blurry duality, but 
it embodies a great power at the same time, mysterious, and capable of exerting an influ-
ence on mankind, of inspiring fear in him. So what would be better, to exorcize it, than to 
play with this fear, to seek to become the fear itself, and to feel invested with its force?
It isn’t insignificant that Egea makes this dark side appear, especially using images printed 
on glossy paper whose only purpose was to seduce us. He conjures our bestiality there, 
made of shadowy and menacing silhouettes, enucleated eyes, triumphant hairiness and 
lupine attributes. And this is the reversal in the other side of the mirror. This iconoclasm 
can reach the gutter of the page, clear-cut, as if to accentuate the fracture between two 
worlds; sometimes even, it is the complete covering of the page, through which we can 
barely see, vanquished in the darkness, the fictitious beauty that these images impose on 
us.

José Manuel Egea gives himself over to liberating play since, even though he mangles our 
humanity, by freeing himself from the norm, he reveals the grandeurs of alterity to us in a 
pure and unrestrained artistic gesture.

A 200 p. bilingual catalogue is published.



biography
 
José Manuel Egea is a great supporter, since the age of 10, of Marvel Comics superheroes, and 
more particularly of Jack Russel, the werewolf. 

The transformation of the human being into the beast, from human kind to a powerful and terrible 
creature, fascinates him. It is the heart of all his work produced since 2010 in the center of creation 
«debajo del sombrero» (under the hat), that receives people with learning disability. 

Most of the time, he composes using characters found in magazines that he transforms in wolf, 
covering the image with ballpoint pen until they disappear, making way for the monster.

In observing the images closely, we see that the direction and the intensity of the stroke of the 
pen or marker is fundamental for provoking the emergence of the beast. Egea does not settle for 
covering the image in black. Rather, it is about invoking the animal that lies within the subject of 
the portrait and that struggles to get out. The lines are made in the direction that the hair flows 
from the face. The lines are made with great amounts of force, leaving a trace in the battered paper. 
Transcending its apparent smoothness, transforming it, as well. 

For Egea, it is not difficult to connect with the wolfness – as he himself calls it – that resides beneath 
the appearance of people. He knows it well, thanks to his own fits during which his need to howl in 
order to calm himself down and his passion for tearing up all sorts of things, especially his clothes, 
manifest themselves.



Works by José Manuel Egea loaned by the gallery are exhibited at the Biennale de l'image 
Possible (BIP) in Liège (Belgium) until Octobre 16, 2016.



El hombre lobo ojo Izquierdo con interruptor, 2015. mixed media on paper cut, 16.54 x 11.81 in.



untitled, 2015. Pastel on cut out printed photograph, 11.61 x 8.46 in.



untitled, 2015. marker on paper, 11.81 x 7.87 inch.



untitled, 2012. Black ballpoint pen on paper, 13.78 x 9.84 in.



untitled, 2011. mixed technique on paper , 19.69 x 7.87 inch.



untitled, 2012. colored felt-tip pen on newsprint , 22.83 x 15.35 inch.



untitled, 2016. mixed media on paper cut, 16.54 x 8.27 inch




