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AAC announces the 2016-17 SOLOS artists 
featuring new work by contemporary Mid-Atlantic artists 

 
ARLINGTON, VA –Bridging the community with 

contemporary art is key to Arlington Arts Center’s (AAC) 

mission. To achieve this, AAC brings 14 regional contemporary 

artists to Arlington each year through its SOLOS series alone.  

 

Earlier this year more than 100 artists living in the Mid-Atlantic 

Region submitted proposals to an open call for this semi-annual 

exhibition.  

 

Jurors Sarah Newman, Independent Curator, and José Ruiz, Co-

Director of Present Co. (NY), Director of Furthermore (DC), and 

Professor in the Curatorial Practice MFA Program at Maryland 

Institute College of Art, recommended 14 applicants for 

inclusion in the 2016-17 edition of AAC's competitive SOLOS 

series. 

  

Juror selections are based on a range of criteria including 

compatibility with AAC's mission of promoting new work by 

regional artists. Selected SOLOS artists present work in a variety 

of media including painting, sculpture, installation, photography, 

and performance. 

 

Aptly titled, SOLOS artists are assigned to one of AAC’s seven 

main gallery spaces, where they each mount a self-curated and 

self-contained exhibition. Artists often incorporate AAC's 

unique building, which features bright, airy spaces and black box 

galleries for experimental works, into site-specific installations, 

resulting in a selection of never-before-seen exhibitions.   

 

Fall SOLOS 2016 opens Oct. 15 and will be on view through 

Dec. 18, with an opening reception Saturday, Oct. 15, 6 – 9 pm. Spring SOLOS 2017 opens April 2017 with an 

opening reception April 8, 2017, 6 – 9 pm.  

 

Additional Programming: 

Each exhibition will be accompanied by a gallery talk with the artists. The public is invited for a walking discussion 

and tour of each artists’ exhibition, followed by a light reception. The Fall SOLOS Gallery Talk is scheduled for 

Dec. 10, 2016, 1 – 4 pm 

  

Selected artists are:  Michael Booker, John Ryan Brubaker, Amanda Burnham, Zoe Cohen, Lewis Colburn, 

Shannon Collis, Marion Colomer, Braxton Congrove, Liz Guzman, Andrew Hladky, Sascha Hughes-Caley, 

Michele Montalbano, Ali Seradge, and Rene Trevino. 

  

Michele Montalbano, Crouching Tigers, Hidden Monkeys. 
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Fall SOLOS 2016 | October 15 – December 18, 2016 
 

 

Michael Booker | Laurel, MD 

Michael Booker’s work examines the fragility of time and how cultural events will be 

remembered or forgotten as time passes. By weaving canvas and sewn fabrics together, 

paintings combine memories and half-truths from African American culture, quilt-

making, art history, and the artist’s own personal history to create artificial artifacts that 

document a version of the past for the future. 

 

 

 

Amanda Burnham | Baltimore, MD 

Amanda Burnham makes outsized wall drawings of cities culled from piles of paper 

scraps. She draws inspiration from the adaptive sensibility of the tinkerers, patchers, and 

foragers in her neighborhood. Burnham’s installations are developed within the gallery 

utilizing the space in the same way a collage artist views the page or panel, as a substrate 

for collage. Using an expressive, physical process, she creates line drawings with black 

paint on paper in dialogue with the architectural forms and signifiers of place she finds 

around her. 

 

Lewis Colburn | Philadelphia, PA 

As a sculptor, Lewis Colburn is interested in the way we re-interpret and re-tell the past 

through the filter of our current experience. Early America plays with our romanticized 

narratives about the American Revolution, generating a series of sculptures that live 

somewhere between art object, museum replica, and furnishings for a yet-to-be realized 

living history site. 

 

Marion Colomer | Washington, D.C. 

Marion Colomer embraces beauty and melancholy in her latest body of work. The jungle 

setting creates a feeling of overwhelming magnificence while also being full of potential 

danger. Figures are situated in the middle of the page, drawn in pencil, with morose and 

serious expressions. These figures are center stage, yet look like they could disappear at 

any moment. Colomer leaves much of the paper untouched, in hopes that the viewer will 

reconstruct the lost passages of the white page. 

 

 

Liz Guzman | Arlington, VA  

Liz Guzman’s work mines sensuality and questions its own seriousness with honest 

outspokenness. It is unapologetically saccharine with an overt interest in synthetic 

materials, using materials ranging from plastic heart-shaped earrings to tropical leaves 

drawn in fabric puff paint. Symbols within these paintings create a syntax of girlhood, 

existing between having a crush and a well-meaning love obsession. 
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Andrew Hladky | Philadelphia, PA  

Andrew Hladky artworks combines painting and sculpture into a form of three-

dimensional pointillism. Using sharpened cocktail sticks as brushes he gradually builds 

oil paint and cocktail stick shards into intricate, layered formations. These structures 

shelter fragile fragments of imagery – ghostly figures and shifting landscapes move 

around the piece before dissolving back into the sculptural form. 

 

Michele Montalbano | Burke, VA 

Michele Montalbano’s work is inspired by the short story, The Yellow Wallpaper, by 

Charlotte Perkins Gilman, in which a woman suffering from depression sees frightful, 

nightmarish forms in the patterns of her yellow wallpapered room. This installation plays 

with the idea of apophenia, a phenomenon in which one sees recognizable shapes in 

repeating patterns.  

 

 

Also on view at AAC this fall: 
 

ALICE WHEALIN: Untitled | Wyatt Resident Artists Gallery | OCT 15 – DEC 18 
Alice Whealin’s artworks reflect personal concerns and experiences through alternative landscapes and imagery of 

internal bodies. She combines expressive image-making, formal processes, and direct working methods to produce 

disciplined painting. The expressively colored wood panels and transparencies are at once playful and abstract and 

meticulously structured. The works echo layered memories and experiences through varied visual associations. The 

works may simultaneously relay a scientific process or a microscopic view of nature through means of intense color 

and eccentric form. Whealin explores the expressiveness and beauty of color, drawing, form, and scale in these new 

works. The perception of the sublime becomes inherent in each of these elements.  

 

Alice Whealin’s works have been exhibited in museums, institutions, and galleries nationally and internationally for 

over 20 years. Her works have been in curated exhibits at the Joan Hisoaka Gallery, DC at Cove/Rosslyn, VA, and 

at Artists & Makers, MD. She has held solos at the McLean Project for the Arts, 2 at the George Mason 

Professional Center, and at the Artisphere. Her works have been included in exhibits at the Charles 

Krause/Reporting Fine Art gallery, Arlington Arts Center, the VisArts Rockville gallery, the Esther M. Klein Art 

Gallery, the Glen Echo Partnership for the Arts gallery, and the Howard County Fine and Performing Arts Center in 

Ellicott City, MD and was most recently included in an exhibit on the sublime at The Painting Center, NY. 

 

DIA de los MUERTOS | Jenkins Community Gallery | NOV 4 – DEC 18 
This year marks the 13th annual Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) exhibition at AAC. In the Jenkin's 

Community Gallery this exhibition features local artists whose work responds to the theme of Dia de los Muertos. 

At the heart of AAC’s celebration is an exhibition, live performances, workshops, and light refreshments on Friday, 

Nov. 4, 6 – 8 pm. The celebration is free and open to all ages. 
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Spring SOLOS 2017 | April 8 – June 11, 2017 

 

John Ryan Brubaker | Thomas, WV 

John Ryan Brubaker uses photography to capture subject matter focusing on transitory 

physical spaces – interstates, train stations, riverbeds, trails, and intersections – while his 

process involves various photographic experiments. For SOLOS at AAC he will exhibit 

his latest work, On Confluence. This series of photographs was processed in a river in 

West Virginia, using acid mine drainage as the developing agent. 

 

Zoe Cohen | Philadelphia, PA 

Zoe Cohen’s Shul/Church Project is an ongoing exploration of historic Synagogues built 

in U.S. cities which were later repurposed as African-American Churches, or demolished. 

The project is comprised of watercolor and cut-paper works depicting the buildings from 

a variety of viewpoints, and audio collages of sound recorded at Jewish and Christian 

congregations with shared history. The cut-paper technique references traditional Jewish 

folk art forms, as well as the dismantling and deconstruction of social, ethnic, and 

religious urban structures. 

 

Shannon Collis | Lutherville, MD 

Shannon Collis’s work explores the phenomenon of cross-modal perception and the role 

of sound in shaping our experience of the environment. This project focuses on the 

creation of a system that gathers sonic and visual data from the physical world using 

microscopic camera assemblies, vibration sensors, and digital video and sound 

processing. The work explores sonic events outside our immediate experience and probes 

existing, everyday spaces for resonant behaviors, foregrounding the relationship between 

visual and acoustic phenomena. 

 

Braxton Congrove | Richmond, VA 

In Braxton Congrove’s work, reimagined landscapes are built through childlike play and 

dreamlike futures in order to explore the complexities of gender and the double nature of 

props for performance and their ability to stand on their own as an artwork. With an 

interest in the ways that craft processes can be used to make nonfunctional objects and 

how those objects become powerful, Congrove’s work becomes an environment or set 

that is playful, friendly and slightly absurd. 

 

Sascha Hughes-Caley | Philadelphia, PA 

Sascha Hughes-Caley uses humor to explore existential metaphors while comprehending 

the mundane and mystic. Also trained as an actor, her studio practice engages 

performance, photography, sculpture, and time-based arts. Hughes-Caley’s artistic 

concerns are primarily centered on American conversations around gender, self-help, 

spirituality, and failure. By borrowing from comedic genres and practices, she hope to 

address bigger, darker themes ranging from shame to power. 
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Ali Seradge | Baltimore, MD 

Ali Seradge is an Iranian American who experiences the current state of the Middle East 

and Mediterranean regions and its citizens via screens and broadcasts. Seradge takes the 

cultural myths of these regions and the atrocities he witnesses on the screen and marryies 

them to the mythos of his youth, specifically the original Transformers cartoons and 

science fiction. His grotesque, chimeric creatures serve as a warning: a monster can 

remind you of a moral lesson or that tragedy can befall at any moment. 

 

René Treviño | Baltimore, MD 

René Treviño’s work is an attempt to make our already complicated history even more 

complicated. The more layers that are presented, the closer the work approaches 

something that might resemble truth. In this series, Treviño renames constellations, 

stripping them of their Greek and Western mythos and replacing them with names from 

Ancient Mexico and more personal family history. Treviño reminds us that the stars had 

names before the ones we know and will have different names long after we are gone. 

 
Location: 

3550 Wilson Blvd. Arlington VA 22201 

Gallery Hours: 

Wednesday - Sunday, 12 - 5 pm, or by appointment 

 
About Arlington Arts Center: 

AAC’s exhibitions and their attendant lectures, workshops, and panel discussions offer opportunities for dialogue, and 

ultimately serve to illustrate the value of contemporary art —specifically, what it is, how it works, and why it matters in our 

daily lives. Established in 1974, Arlington Arts Center (AAC) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit contemporary visual arts center 

dedicated to presenting and supporting new work by regional artists. Through exhibitions, educational programs, and 

subsidized studio spaces, AAC serves as a bridge between artists and the community. AAC is housed in the historic Maury 

School, and boasts nine exhibition spaces, working studios for thirteen artists, and three classrooms. At 17,000 square feet, 

AAC is one of the largest non-federal venues for contemporary art in the Washington DC metropolitan area. For more 

information, visit www.arlingtonartscenter.org or call 703.248.6800. 
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