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 This 
exhibi-

tion follows 
“REGNUM: 

Tabula I” exhi-
bited in Paris during 

the spring of 2016 
 devoted to the return of 

Kossi Aguessy to painting 
and sculptural work which he 

had set aside since 2007 to focus 
on design after finding the near- 
absence of African artists in this 
creative sphere.

“Regnum” means the Kingdom in 
Latin. It draws the geographical 
map of a monarchy where the rea-
lities of our society comingle with 
a phantasmagoria close to cinema-
tography. Key contemporary issues 
are explored within this thesis: 
religion (see “Idoll”), power, racial 
issues, (see “Kingdom of Men”), 
the confinement of Africa (see 
“Monumental Failures”)... Aguessy 
goes as far as creating a character 
which becomes his avatar whose 
personal journal speaks of future 
realities. (see “Archaeology: Diary 
from Tomorrow”).
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“Altar Al Akhar – 
Leila Alaoui”

2016
78 3/4 x 19 3/4 x 19 3/4 inches 

ash, epoxy
©Johannes Danglehant





“Kingdom of Men 
– New York”

2016
78 3/4 x 78 3/4 inches 

acrylic, ink 
and resin on canvas

© Kossi Aguessy



Political observation, declaration 
of love, but also societal analysis, 
the series «Kingdom of men» draws 
a map of places of power, leading 
us towards the major capitals of 
our era. All preceded by their repu-
tations of contemporary meccas, 
they each have their shoals of sad-
ness. These world cities, genuine 
magnifying glasses on our current 
societies, amplify the human pro-
blems of our day.

Inspired by the urban planning and 
real mapping of these cities, Kossi 
Aguessy offers us a very personal 
google map. Living in, or visiting 
these cities, he made images taken 
from life, true instant snapshots of 
these megacities.

This series of paintings sometimes 
take an organic and sometimes 
straightforward approach. The 
colors subtly evoke Paris and its 
shades of blue, white and blood-
red. Taking turns tackling the 
hypocrisy of equality issues, using 
more acidic or in-your-face colors, 
they remind of the arrogance of 
the Emiratis. As for the nuances of 
grey, they announce racial tensions 
of New York. 

The artist works out thoroughly 
every element of this new mapping 
to guide us.  He accomplishes a 
new variety of manual, which 
behind a watered-down aspect and 
merrily outraged, is interested in 
metropolises, in new civilizations, 
and in their foibles which they 
would like to make us forget …

“Kingdom of Men 
– Dubai”

2016
78 3/4 x 78 3/4 inches 

acrylic, ink 
and resin on canvas

© Kossi Aguessy





The African Lion, majestic animal, 
symbolizes both the power and 
majesty.
If Africa were a lion, it would pos-
sess a superb mane, but awkward 
feet, unable to advance, weeping in 
silence and roaring on command.
In reality, the king of the savan-
nah is struggling under the weight 
of the pressure from the Western 
world. This king does not survive 
until the removal of this burden.
Africa’s opposition to change is 
first of all a psychological charac-
teristic. In effect, different loboto-
mies entrap and convince it of its 
inability to any possible elevation.
Since political independences, the 
caged African lion transported onto 
the world zoological scene, suffers 
and behaves obediently…

On the occasion of the inaugura-
tion of the Museum of the Récade 
at Cotonou in Benin, an African 
country marked by the traditions 
of its former ancient kingdom, a 
group of artists was sought in order 
to propose a vision of the récade, 
scepter of the local nobility worn 
in parades and voodoo ceremonies.  
«Recoded,» a scepter conceptua-
lized by Kossi Aguessy, redesigned 
such as a piece of skeleton, is 
meant to be an organic reference 
to the culture of the forefathers.
It is engraved of Fa signs, ances-
tral divinatory Yoruba and Fon 
practices, signed by the artist in 
hieroglyphics.
«Recoded» represents syncretism, 
symbol of African kingship.

“Monumental 
Failures”

2016
height: 78 3/4 inches 

coated polished steel
© Thomas Grougon

“Recoded”
2016

19 3/4 x 7 3/4 inches 
bronze

© Johannes Danglehant



“Archeology:  
Diary from Tomorrow”

2016
78 3/4 x 157 3/4 inches 

polished and lacquered aluminum
© Johannes Danglehant



«Archeology: Diary from Tomorrow» represents the most current work of Kossi Aguessy. In it he discloses his psychic 
universe in a quasi-cinematic manner, from which he extracts certain elements to transpose them into his works.
The artist reveals us this world through extracts from the journal of an imaginary figure: the alter ego of the artist.
His journal would in reality be an archeological dig of anticipation, revealing of future realities.



“Leo de Medio Rubi 
– Twice Half a Sis-

ter”
2016

 78 3/4 x 78 3/4 inches 
acrylic, ink 

and resin on canvas
© Stephane Giner

“Self-portrait 
After Midnight”

2016
118 3/4 x 78 3/4 inches 

acrylic, ink  
and resin on canvas

© Kossi Aguessy





“Idoll #1 –  
the Earth”

2016
21 2/3 inches 

mirror polished bronze
© Johannes Danglehant

“Idoll #2 –  
the Sun”

2016
27 1/2 x 19 3/4 inches 

mirror polished bronze
© Thomas Grougon



To exist is analogous to being 
part of a whole that men sim-
ply call the universe or nature.
According Kossi Aguessy, «Being» 
returns to belonging to a body such 
as a cell without any evidence of 
the existence of the latter but 
simply by intuitive conscience.
This very lucidity in the work of the 
artist is, according to him, the basis 
for religions that over time distorts, 
lies and exploits it until it is lost.
This is the reason for which, 
from his point of view, no reli-
gion captures what we are, nor 
the vastness in which we live.

Kossi Aguessy prefers to celebrate 
other more accessible elements, 
that compose the cosmos: the sky, 
the earth, the sun... Beyond phy-
sics, whole generations of shamans 
have worshipped these gods long 
before the artist.
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