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Rossi & Rossi is pleased to present its first solo exhibition of Hong Kong–based artist Nicole 
Wong. Her multidisciplinary approach – embodying installation, mixed media, found materials 
and works on paper – thrusts her work into the realm of an investigative medium through which 
she asks ambivalent questions. The artist’s creative process involves literal and metaphorical 
wordplay, along with a preoccupation with the illusive concept of time, resulting in a poetic 
narrative of broken communication.  
 
Until I Get It Right (2014–16) is a series of chronological dates hand-stamped on paper, 
beginning with the artist’s date of birth. It depicts administrative efficiency, monotonous 
tedium and the boredom of existence as time. The work was inspired by Wong’s experience 
with psychiatric drugs, which exacerbated the uniformity and indistinguishability of days and 
events.  
 
The Stars: A New Way to See Them (2015) highlights perception versus reality through a visual 
simile – by isolating the word ‘star’ in a sea of blackened text. Constructed from eighty-four 
pages from an eponymous astronomy book mounted on aluminium, the work is about late 
realisations: only as the viewer approaches the sizable installation can he or she perceive its 
composition. 
 
In positioning the complex dialogue Wong seeks, minimalism and an aesthetic simplicity aid in 
contemplation. The predominant neutrality in the exhibition acts as a drawing board for the 
artist’s desire to subtly tap into the viewer’s psyche, thus triggering memories and moments. 
Two tactile works referencing tangible and intangible forms of communication, Wish You Were  
 

 
Until	I	Get	It	Right,	2014–16,	ink	on	paper,	95	x	251.5	cm	(37	½	x	99	in)	
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Here (2016), a standing postcard rack, and I can’t (2015), an engraved marble slab, each 
exposes deeply personal sentiments from a ‘safe distance’. Again, Wong keeps the viewer at 
arm’s length and disrupts a search for answers in Hope It Reaches You Well (2016), where a 
cabinet of letters taken from films have been 
translated to Braille, but encased in acrylic – 
they can neither be read by the sighted nor 
decoded by the blind.  
 
In contrast, the assemblage of found objects, 
graphics and text in A Bit of You (2016) appear 
as personal and nostalgic in their contextual 
association. Framed yet fragmented, the 
composition alludes to a story we may think 
we see, but actually can only imagine.  
 
Wong’s execution is at once direct and poetic; 
with a perpetual ebb and flow, she straddles 
the line between self-protection and affection, 
literalism and illusionism, enabled and disabled.  
 
Short Stories, a book on Wong’s work 
encompassing projects since 2013, with an 
introduction by John Batten, has been 
published to coincide with the exhibition. 
 
 
 
 
ABOUT THE ARTIST: 
Nicole Wong (b. 1990, Hong Kong) creates installations with everyday objects and explores the 
use of literal meanings of words. Using monochromatic elements and objects to evoke a range 
of thoughts, she constructs an atmosphere that simplistically and quietly alters the viewer’s 
attention. Her resulting space is one of fiction – one in which the boundaries between reality 
and illusion are blurred, as is their unstable relationship with expectation, emptiness and fact. 
Wong graduated from Nottingham Trent University with a bachelor of arts in fine art in 2012. 
The following year, she was selected for the artist support programme by Soundpocket, Hong 
Kong; was awarded the Hong Kong Contemporary Art Award; and was a finalist for the Hong 
Kong Art Prize 2013 and the Griffin Art Prize in London. 
 
ABOUT ROSSI & ROSSI: 
Rossi & Rossi was established in London in 1986 by Anna Maria Rossi, who was soon joined by 
her son, Fabio. The gallery today – celebrating its thirtieth anniversary – is amongst the leading 
representatives for contemporary artists from the Asia-Pacific region. Operating spaces in 
both London and Hong Kong, Rossi & Rossi has garnered a reputation for supporting artists 
whose work addresses the protean struggle between the individual and structures of power—be 
they governments, institutions or societies. From Iran to Pakistan, India, Tibet, Cambodia and 
Hong Kong, these artists produce work as diverse as their countries of origin. Yet they are all 
engaged in the exploration of the visual language of art that comments upon our world and the 
artist, the individual and the wider society—the links and the gulfs between us. They enlighten, 
clarify, confuse, bemuse and amuse, transforming experience into something new. 

Rossi & Rossi’s clients include distinguished private collectors and major museums worldwide, 
amongst them the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York; M+, Hong Kong; the Art Institute of 

 
I can’t, 2015, marble, 50 x 40 x 5 cm (19 ½ x 15 ¾ x 2 
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Chicago; the Los Angeles County Museum of Art; the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston; the Rubin 
Museum of Art, New York; the Cleveland Museum of Art; the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford; the 
Tokyo National Museum; the Louvre Abu Dhabi; the Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney; the 
Queensland Art Gallery, Brisbane; and the World Museum, Liverpool. 


