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A productive love flares between film and art. Visual artists refer 

in a variety of ways to film and offer distinctive, new perspectives 

on the world of cinema. The special exhibition Cinéma mon amour 

shows works by internationally known artists who address various 

aspects of film in art. At the same time the 52nd Solothurn Film 

Festival devotes its special programme Fokus to the representation 

of art in film. 

 

Art in film, film in art: ever since the invention of the moving image 

there has been a continuous back and forth between visual artists and 

filmmakers. Filmmakers point their cameras at art, the art business and its 

movers and shakers. Conversely, visual artists are fascinated with the 

world of cinema and reflect on it in their works. In a thematic joint 

project, the Aargauer Kunsthaus and the 52nd Solothurn Film Festival devote 

an exhibition and a film programme to the complex relations between art and 

cinema.  
 

Cinéma mon amour. Film in Art 

Moving images are a fixture in contemporary art exhibitions. We are by now 

as familiar with the black box in the art museum as with the white cube. 

Yet in terms of content, too, cinema and film resonate in contemporary art. 

This is the starting point for the special exhibition Cinéma mon amour, 

with which the 2017 exhibition programme of the Aargauer Kunsthaus opens. 

Special in this case is the dual perspective on the subject, which is 

contextualised in current cinematic art through the collaboration with the 

Solothurn Film Festival. 



 

 

The exhibition Cinéma mon amour presents works by 26 internationally 

renowned artists (including four artist duos), many of which are shown for 

the first time in Europe or Switzerland. The numerous expansive video and 

film installations testify to the wide range of artistic approaches to the 

medium of film. The exhibition also includes painting, photography and 

objects which show how the preoccupation with the subject transcends the 

medium itself.  
 

In their works for Cinéma mon amour the artists ponder, reference, question 

and interpret what is shown in the cinemas of the world. Beyond their 

personal film experiences they examine the collective impact of cinema. 

They reflect on the institution "cinema", the production conditions of the 

film industry or the impact mechanisms of film. And Hollywood and the star 

cult also inspire artistic exploitations. 
 

Several of these aspects are addressed by Stan Douglas' most recent film 

installation The Secret Agent (2015), in which truly great cinema unfolds 

on six screens. With countless references ranging from film noir and 

Hitchcock’s thriller aesthetic to send-ups of detective films, the Canadian 

artist stages a spectacular re-adaptation of Joseph Conrad’s 1907 spy novel 

The Secret Agent. The artist duo Teresa Hubbard / Alexander Birchler 

operates out of a similar proximity to cinema. Their film installation 

Movie Mountain (Méliès) (2011) is about a hill of the same name in the 

Texan desert where allegedly one of the first westerns in the history of 

cinema was filmed. We hear residents who volunteer anecdotes and myths, and 

a failed western hero has his say as well. Finally, Sam Taylor-Johnson’s 

photo series Crying Men (2002-2004) reads like a critical commentary on the 

Hollywood dream factory. The artist, who is also a renowned film director 

(Nowhere Boy (2009), Fifty Shades of Grey (2015)), put male film greats and 

young stars in front of her camera and had the actors cry, showing them in 

a role Hollywood doesn’t provide for them: weak and emotional.  
 

Specifically for the exhibition at the Aargauer Kunsthaus, Samson Kambalu 

realises the installation For Six Days Only (2017), thereby adding a new 

chapter to his Nyau Cinema series of works. In the fall of 2016, Kambalu 

was out on the streets of Aarau and made new films on site that will be 

presented in twelve projections within the space-filling installation. 

Without sound and at most one minute long, the films have their source in 

visits to the cinema in Kambalu’s native country of Malawi. At the same 

time they reference the silent-film and slapstick aesthetic of the early 

days of cinema. 
 



 

Also for the first time on view in Switzerland is the installation Paradise 

Institute (2001) by Janet Cardiff & George Bures Miller. In a replica of a 

cinema they recreated at the Aargauer Kunsthaus the artists condense screen 

reality and what happens in the auditorium into a multi-dimensional 

experience. Paradise Institute is a hymn to cinema and, as such, 

representative of the new springtime the love affair between cinema and art 

most recently has been experiencing — just when the omnipresence of the 

moving image in the digital world makes cinema seem almost like an 

anachronism. 

 

Artists Included 
Martin Arnold (*1959, A), John Baldessari (*1931, USA), Fiona Banner 
(*1966, GB), Marc Bauer (*1975, CH), Pierre Bismuth (*1963, F), Candice 
Breitz (*1972, ZA), Janet Cardiff (*1957, CAN) & George Bures Miller 
(*1960, CAN), collectif_fact (Annelore Schneider, *1979, CH & Claude 
Piguet, *1977, CH), Tacita Dean (*1965, GB), Stan Douglas (*1960, CAN) 
Thomas Galler (*1970, CH), Christoph Girardet (*1966, D) & Matthias Müller 
(*1961, D), Douglas Gordon (*1966, GB), Teresa Hubbard (*1965, IRL)/ 
Alexander Birchler (*1962, CH), Samson Kambalu (*1975, MW), Daniela Keiser 
(*1963, CH), Urs Lüthi (*1947, CH), Philippe Parreno (*1964, F), Julian 
Rosefeldt (*1965, D), Hiroshi Sugimoto (*1948, JAP), Sam Taylor-Johnson 
(*1967, GB), Mark Wallinger (*1959, GB) 
 
Programme of Supporting Events 
One of the highlights of the supporting programme is the conversation with 
Canadian video and photo artist Stan Douglas (Wed 22.3., 6.30 pm), whose 
fascinating 6-channel video installation The Secret Agent (2015) will be on 
view as a Swiss premiere; aside from this, two films for the special 
programme of the Solothurn Film Festival will be screened and discussed in 
the presence of the film directors and visual artists involved (Wed 8.2. 
and Tue 4.4., at 6.30 pm). 
 
Art mon amour. Art in Film 
In its Fokus special programme the 52nd Solothurn Film Festival presents 
ten current, national and international productions on the subject of art 
in film. Film programme and tickets at www.solothurnerfilmtage.ch 
The Solothurn Film Festival runs from 19 until 26 January 2017. 
 
Publication 
A richly illustrated publication (in German and English), in which the 
subject is examined from different angles with six main focuses, is 
published in conjunction with the exhibition The volume includes essays by 
Yasmin Afschar, Erika Balsom, Jenny Billeter, Steven Cairns, Vinzenz 
Hediger, Simon Koenig and Madeleine Schuppli. Edited by Madeleine Schuppli 
and the Aargauer Kunsthaus, Aarau. Scheidegger & Spiess, Zurich.  
CHF 49.– / CHF 42.– for members of the Aargau Art Association 
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Preview for the Media 
Thursday, 19 January 2017, 10.30 am 
Introduction and tour of the special exhibition Cinéma mon amour with 
Madeleine Schuppli, Director, Aargauer Kunsthaus.  
 
Exhibition Opening 
Saturday, 21 January 2017, starting at 5 pm 
Festive joint opening at the Aargauer Kunsthaus followed by film screening 
in Solothurn. 
Tour of the exhibition and reception in the foyer. 
Soup and sausage from the grill in front of the Kunsthaus  
4 – 5 pm Exclusive preview for members of the Aargau Art Association  
5 – 7 pm Children’s Opening  
Meet at the studio downstairs at 5 pm (ages 5 to 13)  
8.30 pm Opening of the Special Programme Art mon amour at the 52nd  
Solothurn Film Festival with the film Where is Rocky II (2016) by Pierre 
Bismuth. Kino Canva, Luzernstrasse 7, 4528 Zuchwil 
Tickets: www.solothurnerfilm-tage.ch/ticketing 
 
Live Radio Broadcast of the SRF 2 Kultur Radio Programme «Kontext» in 
Solothurn 
Sunday, 22 January, 1.30-2.40 pm 
A conversation about the love between film and art with film director 
Corinna Belz («Hans-Peter Feldmann – Kunst nicht Kunst»), museum director 
Madeleine Schuppli (Aargauer Kunsthaus), Ellinor Landmann and Michael 
Sennhauser, moderated by Brigitte Häring.  
At Cafébar Barock, Landhausquai 5, Solothurn, www.barocksolothurn.ch 
 
Rendez-vous 
Sunday, 22 January, 1 – 2.30 pm 
Dialogue-based guided tour with Marc Bauer, artist, and Christin Bugarski, 
head of Art Education  
 
Artist’s Talk with Stan Douglas 
Wednesday, 22 March, 6.30 pm 
Conversation with Canadian artist Stan Douglas and Madeleine Schuppli, 
Director Aargauer Kunsthaus, on the occasion of the presentation of The 
Secret Agent (2015) in the exhibition Cinéma mon amour. 
 
 
 



 

Film Screening and Discussion 
Films from the Art mon amour special programme 
 

Wednesday, 8 February, 6.30 pm 
Josephsohn – Stein des Anstosses, 1977, 80 min., German 
Welcome address by Madeleine Schuppli; following the screening conversation 
with Jürg Hassler, film director, Peter Märkli, architect, and Jenny 
Billeter, programme manager Fokus Solothurn Film Festival 
 

Tuesday, 4 April, 6.30 pm 
Ceci n’est pas un tableau, 2017, 3 short films, French  
Welcome address by Madeleine Schuppli; following the screening conversation 
with Jacob Berger, film director, and Yasmin Afschar, Assistant Curator 

Additional films from Art mon amour, starting February 2017:  
Kino Orient, www.orientkino.ch, Wettingen 
 
Numerous guided tours and art education events for children, teenagers, 
families and schools accompany the exhibition. See our flyer and 
www.aargauerkunsthaus.ch 
 
 
Images for the Media 
Images are available for downloading on our website 
www.aargauerkunsthaus.ch> Media.  
Upon request we will gladly provide additional images: 
filomena.colecchia@ag.ch.  
 
 
 
For additional information please contact 

Madeleine Schuppli, Director, Aargauer Kunsthaus,  
Tel. +41 (0)62 835 23 30, email: madeleine.schuppli@ag.ch 

Yasmin Afschar, Assistant Curator, Aargauer Kunsthaus,  
Tel. +41 (0)62 835 44 93, email: yasmin.afschar@ag.ch 

Filomena Colecchia, Communication / Media, Aargauer Kunsthaus 
Tel. +41 (0)62 835 23 34, email: Filomena.colecchia@ag.ch 
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