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Poster designed by Kohei Sugiura for Fluorescent Chrysanthemum, ICA, 1968 

‘A show of Japanese fluorescent sculptures, Japanese abstract cartoon films, graphics and kites is 
presented at the ICA Gallery in a superbly imaginative way. This is an aesthetic performance rather 
than an art show. I cannot think of a more exciting way to spend a morning or an afternoon in town.’  

- What’s on in London, 13 December 1968

The ICA Fox Reading Room is pleased to present an exhibition highlighting the ICA’s rich heritage as 
a home for radical contemporary arts and culture. In 1968, the ICA exhibition Fluorescent 
Chrysanthemum, was the first presentation of experimental Japanese art, music, film and design in 
Europe – showcasing a group of artists never before seen in the UK, including: Kohei Sugiura, Jiro 
Takamatsu, Ushio Shinohara, Tadanori Yokoo, Seiichi Hayashi, Yoji Kuri, Tatsuo Shimamura. 



Fluorescent Chrysanthemum, originally curated by Jasia Reichardt, comprised of contemporary 
Japanese sculptures, miniatures, posters, graphics, kites, music with visual scores and films. The title 
referred to the fluorescent effects in many of the works, alongside reference to the Chrysanthemum 
flower as the Imperial Seal of Japan. The show was divided into sections: Miniatures, Graphics, 
Posters, Sculptures, Film and Music. Kohei Sugiura designed the exhibition graphics and the highly 
distinct installation of the show, working closely with Reichardt. The catalogue itself was also 
innovative, printed on a large folded single sheet in two versions (one black on white, the other white 
on black), both of which unfolded with the exhibition poster printed on the other side. The 2016 
exhibition will look back through this archive material, examining the importance and impact of the 
1968 show. Now in its 70th anniversary year, the ICA is extending the research and profiling of its 
legacy with additional support from the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

Writer and curator Jasia Reichardt was Assistant Director of the ICA from 1963-71, during which time 
she curated exhibitions such as Cybernetic Serendipity (1968) and Fluorescent Chrysanthemum 
(1968). From 1974-76 Reichardt was a director of the Whitechapel Art Gallery. The 1968 Fluorescent 
Chrysanthemum exhibition was supported by Tokyo and Minami Galleries. 

Following on from Fluorescent Chrysanthemum, the ICA Fox Reading Room will be presenting 
Carmel Buckley and Mark Harris: Sparrow Come Back Home (6 December 2016 –12 February 
2017). “Sparrow Come Back Home” is the title of a 1962 album by Calypso singer Mighty Sparrow, 
which points out the irony of being noticed only once he had left Trinidad for the US. The exhibition 
will show representations of Sparrow’s records alongside an archive of printed material relating to his 
music revealing the depth of calypso culture. It will comprise an installation of over two-hundred 
ceramic tiles, each approximately the size of an LP, depicting the front and back of record covers from 
Sparrow’s entire career by artists Carmel Buckley and Mark Harris. The images comprise of photo 
decals fired onto the tiles, fixing his music into a kind of permanent memorial. 

The ICA Fox Reading Room encompasses a unique exhibition programme that places archival 
material at the core of each presentation. Often highlighting a specific period, movement or practice, 
ICA Reading Room exhibitions are multi-disciplinary and ensure diverse perspectives, focussing on 
cultures and movements that are considered alternative, groundbreaking or representative of minority 
groups. The ICA Fox Reading Room is made possible by the generous support of the Edwin Fox 
Foundation. 
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Listings information: 
Fluorescent Chrysanthemum 
ICA Fox Reading Room  
4 October – 27 November 2016 
Gallery opening hours: Tue–Sun 11am – 6pm, except Thurs, 11am – 9pm. Closed Mon. 

The ICA is a membership organisation with Day Membership set at just £1 to visit exhibitions during 
gallery opening hours. No Day Membership is charged on Tuesdays. 

Full Annual Membership available from £30 
Students and under-26s can join Annual Membership from £10 

Further information on Annual and Day Membership can be found here. 

ica.org.uk | Twitter @ICAlondon | facebook.com/icalondon | Instagram @icalondon 

https://www.ica.org.uk/join-support/members
https://www.ica.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/ICALondon
https://www.facebook.com/icalondon
https://www.instagram.com/icalondon/?hl=en


Book online ica.org.uk | Call Box Office +44 (0)20 7930 3647 | Textphone +44 (0)20 7839 0737 
Institute of Contemporary Arts, The Mall, London, SW1Y 5AH 

Editor’s notes 

About the ICA 
Founded in 1946, the ICA seeks to embrace the urgency surrounding contemporary art and culture. 
Continually looking forward, the ICA lays claim to an extraordinary legacy, being home to the 
Independent Group, as well as playing a pivotal role in the development of Pop Art, Op Art and 
Brutalist Architecture. It charted the course of Punk, Performance, Independent Cinema and Young 
British Art, while showcasing numerous international artists, from Yoko Ono to Gerhard Richter. The 
ICA has always supported interdisciplinary practice, encouraging artists to experiment and explore 
unresolved ideas. Comprising film screenings, exhibitions, talks and events, the ICA Programme can 
be experienced at our base on The Mall, via our website and social media, or as 'Off-Site' projects at 
alternative venues, nationally and internationally. The ICA has a longstanding fascination with the 
evolution of Pop culture in our mass digital age. ica.org.uk 

The ICA is a registered charity no. 236848 
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