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(New York, NY—October 4, 2016) Hunter East Harlem Gallery at Hunter College is pleased to present the 
exhibition, Spots, Dots, Pips, Tiles: An exhibition about dominoes. The group exhibition showcases artworks that 
reflect the multilayered aspects of the domino game, a tradition that is heavily practiced in the neighborhood of East 
Harlem and communities with strong Caribbean ties. The show features over 19 international contemporary artists 
working in a variety of media, including painting, mixed-media, sculpture, installation, and video. 
 
Spots, Dots, Pips, Tiles examines how artists have approached the game of dominoes—its history, community, 
strategy, and aesthetics—as metaphor and practice.  Dominoes, a popular game with origins dating to ancient 
China, has a discernible aesthetic, political vantage point and offers a look into specific communities that grow 
around the domino table.  
 
Many of the works in Spots, Dots, Pips, Tiles directly reference the game of dominoes, take up the actual tiles 
themselves as visual language, and explore the impact of the game on the lives of artists like Donald Evans, Nari 
Ward, and Edra Soto & Dan Sullivan. Other artists like Glendalys Medina, Erika Verzutti, and José Bento take up 
the aesthetics of the game—the stark contrast of black on white, the geometry of the tile and the square game 
table, or the discerning look of concentrated “strategy” in mid-play. Artists like Papo Colo, Rodolfo Peraza, and 
Betye Saar approach the subject in terms of larger human conditions like political struggles, religious beliefs, and 
racial stereotypes. Inside the gallery, visitors will encounter a documentary section containing over two dozen 
historical and contemporary photographs and ephemera from around the world, underscoring the breadth of the 
game internationally. Spots, Dots, Pips, Tiles is threaded with examples of artists addressing the complexities of 
dominoes as  game and a metaphor for community, aesthetic inspiration, and theory for international relationships. 
 
The exhibition will have complementary public programming, such as domino games, domino competitions, domino 
stacking, and artist talks and workshops to emphasize the community-building aspects of the game and the game 
as an instrument for learning. For more information on specific programs dates, please visit 
http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/eastharlem-artgallery.  
 
Artists included in documentary section: 
ADÁL, Charlotte Amalie, Gerry Balding, Ian Berry, Carsten ten Brink, Luis Carle, Adam Cohn, Dottie Day, Master 
Sgt. Laura K. Deckman, Jack Delano, Mubarak Fahad, Mingo Hagen, Paul Keller, Liralen Li, Nate Marvin, Susan 
Meiselas, Maria de las Mercedes, Bo Nielsen, Kyoko Nishimoto, Daniel Noll and Audrey Scott, Carlos Ortiz, Edwin 
Rosskam, Justin Schier, Marion Post Wolcott, Patrick Zachmann, Center for Puerto Rican Studies at Hunter 
College and more. 
 
About the Gallery: 
Hunter East Harlem Gallery is a multi-disciplinary space for art exhibition and socially-minded projects located on the ground 
floor of Hunter College’s Silberman School of Social Work at 119th Street and 3rd Avenue. The gallery presents exhibitions and 
public events that aim to foster academic collaborations at Hunter College while addressing subjects relevant to the East Harlem 
community and New York City. The gallery seeks to initiate partnerships with publically oriented organizations and focuses on 
showcasing artists who are engaging in social practice, public interventions, community projects, and alternative forms of public 
art. All exhibitions and programs are free and open to the public. 
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