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Badischer Kunstverein is delighted to present The value in mathematics - How do we 
learn?, an exhibition by the artist Falke Pisano showing her new series of works in Germany 
for the first time. In addition to a new film produced for Badischer Kunstverein, the show 
will include a sculptural intervention by the Swiss artist Luca Frei, a series of readings by 
the British typographer Will Holder as well as a programme of talks about accountability in 
artistic practice, modes of learning and the challenge of multiplicity.  
 

Falke Pisano is known for her long-term projects, which she conceives as organised fields 
of research, production and reflection. She works primarily in the media of sculpture, video, 
and language. Her installations explore the status of knowledge and learning programms 
with the aid of diagrammatic structures and abstract sculptural forms. Pisano is interested 
in how art can play a role in the questioning of the institutions and structures 
that shape our socio-political and narrative spaces.  
 

In her latest series of works, The value in mathematics, Pisano examines the often 
overlooked relationship between culture and mathematics. Through sculptures, texts, 
diagrams, and videos, she investigates how Western cultural values, such as progress, 
rationality and universality, have influenced the way we have come to think about 
mathematics since Galileo Galilei defined it as the objective language of the natural world 
in the early 17th century. While some of the works in the exhibition question the past and 
present position of ‘advanced mathematics’, others investigate the possibility of the 
existence of multiple forms of mathematics informed by different cultural values and 
practices.  
 

The value in mathematics is divided in ten parts, each of which consists of a text panel and 
a visual component, most of them sculptural. Some of the sculptures have a diagrammatic 
appearance, for instance a dissected spiral wall relief and a black box turned into 
architecture; others resemble furniture sized tools, such as a weaving frame or an 
exchange desk. While some objects refer to thought, others refer to acts of production, 
exchange, measuring, calculating and navigating and question how methods and practices 
vary in different contexts. The sculptures are activated in the film The value in mathematics 
(language), where the artist can be heard engaging in a conversation about 
ethnomathematics with an anthropologist and a mathematics education researcher.  
 

In her new film for the Kunstverein, Wonder Lands in Loxbridge (2016), Pisano turns to a 
specific European episode in the history of ‘advanced mathematics’, when the limits and 
possibilities of mathematics as well as the perception of its achievements and its place in 
society came under scrutiny. With the help of various texts, such as Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s 
Adventures in Wonderland (1865) and Ludwig Wittgenstein’s Lectures on the Foundations 
of Mathematics (1939), the film explores the different reactions to sense and non-sense in 
this era, when it became clear that mathematics cannot be reduced to logic alone and the 
dream of making all of mathematics complete and consistent needed to be reformulated.  



 
As a whole The value in mathematics – How do we learn? leads us in steps along the 
thought process of the artist, who set out to find an answer to the question “Do there exist 
multiple mathematics?” and discovers along the way the importance of examining one’s 
inherited framework of thought. The exhibition expands on this realisation through the 
work of Luca Frei, who contributes a series of irrational tables that also function as display 
elements and Will Holder, who will perform a set of readings, …for single mothers. For the 
frame programme Pisano invited people whose artistic, theoretical or curatorial work has 
been important in the process of The value in mathematics, to further explore some of the 
project’s underlying concerns in one-on-one conversations during the final week of the 
exhibition. 
 
Curated by Anja Casser 
 
 
 
Falke Pisano (b. in Amsterdam, NL) lives and works in São Paulo and Amsterdam. Solo 
exhibitions: CAC – La Synagogue de Delme, Delme/France (2016); The Gallery at REDCAT, 
Los Angeles (2015); Praxes, Berlin (2014). Group exhibitions: Sydney Biennial (2016); 
Istanbul Biennial (2013); Venice Biennial (2009); Manifesta (2008). In 2013 Falke Pisano 
received the Prix de Rome.  
 

Luca Frei (b. in Lugano, CH) lives and works in Malmö, Sweden. Solo exhibitions: Kunsthaus 
Glarus, Switzerland (2013); Bonner Kunstverein, Germany (2012); Lunds Konsthall, Sweden 
(2008); along with the participation in numerous Biennials and group exhibitions. Recent 
exhibition displays: Malmö Konsthall (2015); Tate Liverpool (2014). 
 

Typographer Will Holder (b. in Hatfield, UK) is based in Glasgow and editor of F.R.DAVID. 
Together with Alex Waterman, he edited and typeset "Yes, But Is It Edible?, The music of 
Robert Ashley, for two or more voices" (Vancouver: New Documents, 2014). Holder received 
a Paul Hamlyn Foundation Award in 2015. 
 
 
 
Following the exhibition a comprehensive publication will be published in cooperation with 
The Gallery at REDCAT in Los Angeles/USA and the Contemporary Art Center – La 
Synagogue de Delme in Delme/France. 
 
 
The exhibition is supported by 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exhibition hours: Tuesday to Friday 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., Saturday/Sunday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Address: Badischer Kunstverein, Waldstrasse 3, 76133 Karlsruhe, www.badischer-kunstverein.de 
 
For further information, press images, or to order a personal guided tour of the exhibition, please contact: 
Constanze Schira/Badischer Kunstverein, Tel. +49 (0)721 28226, presse@badischer-kunstverein.de 

 


