
2123 w 21st Street   |   Minneapolis mn 55405   |   612 377 4669   |   bockleygallery.com

Frank Big Bear: Nativia
 
Opening Reception: Friday, November 11, 6 to 8 pm 
Exhibition: November 10 through December 17, 2016
Gallery Hours: Wednesday through Saturday, Noon to 5 pm

 
Bockley Gallery is pleased to announce its upcoming exhibition Nativia by Duluth-based artist 
Frank Big Bear. In his 12th solo show at the gallery, Big Bear continues to explore the complex 
issues in force at the intersection of Native American and American popular cultures. Running 
throughout this offering of new paintings, drawings and a single collage is the broader leitmotif of 
the human figure and, more specifically, the portrait. 
 

Of note is Big Bear’s Multiverse #1, a large-scale collage where the artist utilized 120 gallery 
exhibition invitations as a support to express his ideas and actions, which he then organized into a 
grid pattern. Big Bear approached each card individually as if chapters in a book, collageing onto 
each surface a range of images culled from magazines, books, graphic novels and catalogues. This 
cacophony of visual information integrates images, signs and symbols drawn from Native culture 
with those of popular culture figures, objects and events such as famous artists and artworks, 
celebrities, models, and even animals. The individual cards are then modified as needed and 
organized into the larger compositional grid.

Of note is another collage in the Multiverse series, Big Bear’s monumental The Walker Collage, 
Multiverse #10 commissioned by Walker Art Center. It will be unveiled at the November 19 
celebratory opening of the museum’s redesigned main entrance on Vineland Place. Constructed 
from 432 gallery invitation cards, the monumental Multiverse #10 will be on view for one year 
in the Walker’s public space. Similarly conceived collages such as Untitled (Patti Smith), and Time 
Zones (Red Owl), both from 2012, are found in the permanent collections of the Minneapolis 
Institute of Arts, and the Walker Art Center, respectively.

http://www.bockleygallery.com


The Nativia exhibition will also include several square format paintings where Big Bear, for the 
first time, used a palette knife. All are portraits. Conceptually more simplified than his complex 
narrative work, these works depict a single, highly abstracted figure, built up from expressive 
gestures of the knife, against an uninflected monochromatic ground.

Also on view will be a selection of Big Bear’s recent Prismacolor on paper drawings in his signature 
style. These mosaic-like compositions in vivid saturated hues, feature a single protagonist before 
a fragmented, fantastical landscapes of geological formations, abstract objects and images, 
indigenous signs and symbols and wayward animals. Drawn on both black and white paper, the 
works project different emotional and psychological states, but are classic Big Bear in their deft 
synthesis of mixed cultural realities.

                                                                 *    *    *

Born in Detroit Lakes, Minnesota in 1953, Frank Big Bear is an acclaimed Ojibwe artist 
whose work is in the collections of The British Museum, London, England; Walker Art Center; 
Minneapolis; Minneapolis Institute of Arts; Weisman Art Museum, Minneapolis; the Minnesota 
Museum of American Art, Saint Paul; Tweed Museum of Art, Duluth; Plains Art Museum, Fargo; 
North Dakota Museum of Art, Grand Forks ND; Minnesota Historical Society, Saint Paul and 
the Nerman Museum in Overland Park, Kansas. Big Bear’s drawings are also found in numerous 
private collections across the United States.

For further information or press photos please contact Bockley Gallery.
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