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Roberto Polo Gallery is honoured to present the solo exhibition Leo Copers | Museum 
Graveyard, comprising a series of 118 unique latex paint print on canvas images of 
tombstones created between 2013 and 2016: 108 bearing the logos of museums 
throughout the world, 8 blind ones ready for potential museum acquirers, 1 representing 
the tree of life, and 1 inscribed IROM ETRA ORP TSE MUROCED TE ECLUD (the 
reverse of "Dulce et decorum est pro arte mori", or "It is sweet and glorious to die for 
art", a rephrasing of a line from Horace’s Odes (Ill.2.13), "Dulce et decorum est pro 
patria mori", or "It is sweet and glorious to die for one’s country").  

These images, simultaneously documentary and conceptual, conjure the ancient 
funerary heritage of vanitas and memento mori, which permeates Leo Copers’ work and 
reminds us of the certainty of life and death. They hang unframed and unglazed like 
Flemish tapestries, thus emphasising their materiality, as well as distancing them from 
domestic prints and photographs; play ironically with the aura of painting and 
photography; and reference, without quoting, advertising banners and the venerable 
history of art.  

The exhibition is both a celebration of life and a memorial to death. Photographic, 
incorporating the notions of temporal light and shadow, it elicits specific time and place, 
as well as evokes the crowded irregularity and regularity of a Flemish graveyard hence 
suggesting anarchic restlessness, as each canvas has its own size and character. Leo 
Copers I Museum Graveyard draws together many of the artist’s enquiries into the 
illusory immortality of art and the museum. 

Leo Copers (Ghent, 1947) lives and works in Wetteren (Flanders). He studied at the 
Higher Institute Sint-Lucas and the Royal Academy of Fine Arts in Ghent. His work has 
been exhibited in reputed Belgian and international art museums and institutions, such 
as BOZAR in Brussels, Centraal Museum in Utrecht, Haags Centrum voor Actuele Kunst 
in The Hague, Ikon Gallery in Birmingham, Middelheim Open Air Museum in Antwerp, M 
KA in Antwerp, Museo d’Arte Contemporanea in Rome, Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes 
in Havana, Museet for samtidskunst in Oslo, Royal Museums of Fine Arts in Brussels, 
S.M.A.K. in Ghent, and Stedelijk Van Abbemuseum in Eindhoven. In 1987, he 
represented Belgium at the Bienal Internacional de Arte in São Paulo. Leo Copers’ work 
is conserved in many Belgian and international art museum collections, for example, 
those of the Centraal Museum in Utrecht, Ludwig Forum in Aachen, M HKA in Antwerp, 
Nasjonal Museum in Oslo, Royal Museums of Fine Arts in Brussels, and S.M.A.K. in 
Ghent. Among the art galleries where he has exhibited are Galeria Antonio de Barnola in 
Barcelona, Galerie Isy Brachot in Paris, Jack Shainman Gallery and Jack Tilton Gallery 
in New York, as well as Galerie Six Friedrich in Munich. 

Leo Copers’ work is exclusively represented by Roberto Polo Gallery, Brussels.  


