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Collective is delighted to announce the launch of W.W.W. (Whole World Working), an 
exhibition devised by Anastasia Philimonos that brings together artworks and writings 
considering the possibilities of a world without borders.  
 
The exhibition centres on a book written in 1968 by American architect and designer R. 
Buckminster Fuller, titled Operating Manual for Spaceship Earth. This text outlines that 
our understanding of the world is impeded by its division into nation-states and that 
demarcation by borders heightens economic and social disparity. He argues that the 
computer, which can operate beyond financial and political practicalities, offers a 
solution to this disparity. Buckminster Fuller’s ideas have inspired utopian and 
emancipatory thought, particularly in the wake of the development of the World Wide 
Web. In the exhibition W.W.W. Buckminster Fuller’s utopianism is explored in relation 

Image credit: Michel de Broin, 
Keep on Smoking, film still, 
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to our geopolitical reality, particularly given the renewed energy of nationalist and 
isolationist politics since 2008.  
 
For W.W.W. a new edition of Buckminster Fuller’s text, re-edited by Anastasia and re-
designed by Kaisa Lassinaro, is placed in dialogue with artworks that invite us to focus 
on the contradictions between geopolitical restraints and allegedly borderless 
information technologies. Headmap Manifesto, written and published by Ben Russell in 
1999, prefigured many networked technologies now omnipresent. Here, it is displayed 
on a computer, programmed by Yorgos Stavridis and Dimitris Aatos Ellinas to degrade 
the text upon reading. Alessandro Di Massimo’s series of delicate map drawings trace 
shifting border-lines in multiple countries, reinforcing the material counterpoint to a 
supposedly borderless internet. Michel de Broin’s video work Keep on Smoking, 2005, 
follows a bicycle, doctored by the artist to produce smoke, through the streets of 
Berlin. The dissonance produced by a pollutant bicycle acts, in this display, as a 
metaphor for ‘unlearning’, a process Anastasia deems necessary for imagining a world 
beyond border demarcation.    

 
Anastasia Philimonos lives and works in Edinburgh. She has a background in art history 
and recently graduated from the MSc Modern and Contemporary Art: History, 
Curating, Criticism at The University of Edinburgh; and Art History and Theory at The 
Athens School of Fine Arts. W.W.W. (Whole World Working) has been developed by 
Anastasia Philimonos as Associate Producer for Satellites Programme 2016. 
 
Notes to Editors   

- Collective is a contemporary visual art organisation that brings people 
together around the production and presentation of new exhibitions, 
commissions and projects. Collective provides artists with the opportunity 
to make new work and audiences the chance to see it here first. We create 
opportunities for participation, mutual learning and dialogue by opening 
out processes of art production, connecting with other fields and 
encouraging new developments.  

- Satellites Programme is Collective’s development programme for emergent 
artists and producers based in Scotland. Selected through an open 
submission by a new panel each year, Satellites has been specifically 
developed to facilitate practitioners at a pivotal, emergent point, in their 
career. The programme consists of seminars, discussions, events, 
exhibitions, retreats, mentoring and an annual publication, seeking to 
foster criticality through peer development and review.  

- Satellites Programme 2016 participants are: Jennifer Bailey, Mark Bleakley, 
Anastasia Philimonos, Katie Schwab and Hamish Young.  

- For more information and images please contact Frances Stacey:  
francesstacey@collectivegallery.net or +44 (0)131 556 1264  
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