
	  

1 

Press Release 22nd November 2016 
Arts, Book, Culture and Features Editors For immediate release 
 

Mur Nomade announces the launch of Sojourn with Stranger ,  an art book curated 
by Hilda Chan, Winner of the 2016 Open Call  for Young Curators 

 

 
 
Book t i t le Sojourn with Stranger 
 
Curator 

 
Hilda Chan 

 
Contr ibutors 

 
Lau Wai, photography 

 Beatrix Pang, book design 
 Percy So, book binding 
 Wawa (also published as Lo Mei Wa), poetry 
 
Dates 

 
Book launch: Saturday, 3rd December 2016, 4pm - 6pm 
With a sharing session by the curator at 4:30pm 
 
Public viewing of the book: 3rd – 24th December 2016 

 
 

Address 
 

Mur Nomade, Unit 1606, 16th Floor, Hing Wai Centre, 7 Tin Wan Praya Road, 
Aberdeen, Hong Kong 

 

Hours 
 

Tuesday - Saturday, 12pm - 6pm. Closed on public holidays.  
 

Contact 
 

Tel: +852 2580 5923   -   Email: info@murnomade.com 
 
Media Preview Afternoon on Friday, 2nd December, 3pm - 6pm. Please RSVP to 
charmaine@murnomade.com 

Mur Nomade is excited to unveil the winning project of the second edition of its Open Call for 
Young Curators: Sojourn with Stranger, a limited-edition art book curated by Hilda Chan. With 
contributions by Lau Wai, Beatrix Pang, Percy So and Wawa (Lo Mei Wa), the book will be 
launched at Mur Nomade on Saturday, 3rd December, and will be exhibited to the public until 24th 
December 2016. 

Hong Kong-based curator Hilda Chan (born 1983) is interested in cross-disciplinary collaborations 
and interpretations of images in relation to personal experiences and memories. Her curatorial 
project Sojourn with Stranger is the embodiment of a dialogue between five female art practitioners: 
a curator, a photographer, a book designer, a book artist and a poet. It explores through the form 
of a book the concept of home in modern society. 
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Inspired by Nagasaki (2010), a novel by French writer Eric Faye, addressing issues of space 
ownership, isolation and lack of privacy in modern societies, Hilda Chan selected an image from 
Lau Wai’s ongoing photographic series Here capturing the artist’s home space and details of family 
pictures, and used it to construct a structural space within a book. The atmosphere of Lau’s work 
reminded Chan of the layers of memories and secrets of Eric Faye’s characters that unfold within a 
common domestic space in Nagasaki. 

The reading experience of Sojourn with Stranger was key to Chan’s approach to curating this 
project. She aimed at creating a feeling of being an intimate observer through a format that evoked 
a free wandering, room after room, within an unknown interior space. In the book, glimpses of life 
that are commonly found behind closed doors and within drawers are slowly revealed to the 
reader. At Mur Nomade, Chan created a display for the book that eloquently renders this process 
of unfolding of space, and her conception of home as both a functional setting and an organic 
body of personal memories. 

In Chan’s words: “It is the portable and enclosed nature of a book format that allows the viewer to 
imagine and reconstruct the character’s identities, history and the chronicle order of events, and 
becomes the observer of a stranger’s life, much like the homeless woman’s non-existing right of 
being in Nagasaki, where she secretly lives within and observes from a stranger’s wardrobe.” 

In Sojourn with Stranger art book, phrases from “Anna and Anna”, a farewell poem Wawa wrote 
before migrating from Hong Kong to the U.S.A. adds a discreet voice narrating personal thoughts 
about home and memory. Book designer Beatrix Pang, with her strong interest in exploring 
narratives and contradictions happening within various spatial and human conditions, re-
interpreted Lau Wai’s image complementing Wawa’s words, and conceived an elaborate book 
format allowing a free and multi-fold reading experience. Moreover, with a passion for paper, great 
care for the choices of materials and an uncompromising attention to details, book artist Percy So 
hand-made and bound each copy of the edition to create ten exquisite examples of craftsmanship.  

As Chan’s puts it, the project “celebrates the craftsmanship and skills of fine binding and artist 
book making, a practice that is easily overlooked in the modern era where a book is often seen as a 
mass-produced object.”  

Sojourn with Stranger is an inspiring collaborative art project, inviting art and book lovers to a 
poetic experience. It will leave the reader and visitors of the exhibition pondering Gaston 
Bachelard’s statement in defense of daydreaming from The Poetics of Space - a book of particular 
influence over Hilda Chan’s curatorial practice: “And the daydream deepens to the point where an 
immemorial domain opens up for the dreamer of a beyond man’s earliest memory” (Gaston 
Bachelard, The Poetics of Space, Beacon Press, 1969, p. 5) 

Mur Nomade would like to express its sincere gratitude to the members in the judging panel of the 
2016 Open Call for Young Curators for the support, time and guidance they offered throughout the 
project: Ingrid Chu, Public Programmes Curator at Asia Art Archive; Yeung Yang, art writer and 
curator; and Yung Sau Mui, Programme Director of the Hong Kong Open Printshop. 
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NOTES FOR EDITORS 

About Hilda Chan (curator) 

Born in 1983, Hilda Chan is a Hong Kong based curator, artist and cultural practitioner who lives 
and works in Hong Kong. She graduated from Rhode Island School of Design in Providence, USA 
with a BFA in Film/Animation Video in 2006.  

In her curatorial practice, Chan aims at fostering collaborations across disciplines and media, and 
has developed since the beginning of her career a passion for moving images as well as digital 
media in contemporary art. Chan is interested in the topics of the self and identities, gender roles, 
cross-cultural and media representations, and media and image interpretations in relation to 
personal experiences and memories.  
 

About Lau Wai (photography) 

Born in 1982, Lau Wai lives and works in Hong Kong. She obtained her BA (Hons) in Fine Art from 
the Goldsmiths College of the University of London in 2007. Lau was awarded the Warden’s Art 
Prize upon graduation. In 2014, she was selected as the finalist of Xitek New Photo Award (Beijing) 
as well as in the 7th Three Shadows Photography Award in 2015 (Beijing). 

Her works primarily explore the confluent relationship between history, personal memories and the 
notion of belonging. She has exhibited her works locally and internationally, such as in Brandts 
Museum (Odense, Denmark, 2016), Les Photaumnales 2016 (Beauvais, France, 2016), Institute of 
Contemporary Arts (Singapore, 2016), OCAT Shenzhen (Shenzhen, China, 2016), Para Site (Hong 
Kong, 2015), Three Shadows Photography Art Centre (Beijing, China, 2015), Echigo Tsumari Art 
Triennale (Japan, 2015), The 6th Dali International Photography Festival (Dali, China, 2015), The 9th  
& the 10th Lianzhou International Photo Festival (Lianzhou, China, 2013 & 2014). 
 

About Beatr ix Pang (book design) 

Beatrix Pang is a visual artist, independent publisher and photo-class teacher, currently living and 
working in Hong Kong. Graduated in Photography with bachelor degree at the Hong Kong 
Polytechnic University and with master degree at the Bergen National Academy of the Arts in 
Norway. In 2009, Pang received the Asian Cultural Council fellowship for cultural exchange and 
research in the U.S.A. After returned to Hong Kong, she co-founded KLACK Photography and 
Cultural Magazine, and started her one-person independent press – Small Tune Press the following 
year and running till now. The press focuses on producing, publishing and promoting artists’ books 
in an unique perspective, and furthermore to introduce and advocate small scale indie publishing 
production from individual to a broader community of general public.  

New work《BOI》- a piece combined photography, interviews and drawings, is an ongoing art 
project by inviting the participation of female migrant workers whom dresses and acts like Tomboy 
from Indonesia and Philippines currently living and working in Hong Kong, the first episode of this 
project had been showing in an exhibition “After Work” at Para Site in Hong Kong. 
 

About Percy So (book binding) 

Percy So is a Hong Kong based bookbinder and paper artist, living and working in Hong Kong. Her 
interest in paper cuttings and book arts originated from a research project when she was studying 
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in England. In college she studied paper-making & bookbinding with Jeff Rathermel and 
printmaking with Fred Hagstrom, at Carleton College.  

She began her fine binding studies in 2010 with Monique Lallier and studied with Hélène Jolis and 
Don Glaister at the American Academy of Bookbinding. In 2015, Percy started working at the 
Preservation and Conservation Division of The University of Hong Kong under the tutelage of Jody 
Beenk.  Percy currently splits her time between teaching and doing commissioned works at her 
studio in Causeway Bay and book conservation at the Hong Kong University.  

So started her venture in Paper & Book Arts in Hong Kong in 2010. In 2011, she exhibited her 
works in “Paper Tales”, an exhibition featuring delicate paper works organised by Youth Arts 
Foundation and Swire Island East. Her works have been featured in many publications including 
but not limited to Apple Daily, Cosmopolitan, East Touch and Timeout HK. 
 

About Wawa, also published as Lo Mei Wa (poetry) 

Born in Hong Kong, Wawa is a poet who lives and works in Honolulu. She graduated from the 
Chinese University of Hong Kong and Universiteit Leiden in the Netherlands with degrees in 
Philosophy.  

Some of her work can be found in Cha: An Asian Literary Journal, Guernica Daily, The Margins, 
Hawai'i Review, and the anthology Quixotica: Poems East of La Mancha. Her poems have been 
featured in various art exhibits, and in a Radiophrenia Glasgow broadcast. She is the author of Pei 
Pei the Monkey King (Tinfish Press, 2016). 
 

About the Open Call for Young Curators 

Willing to encourage and promote new curatorial ideas in Hong Kong, Mur Nomade organizes an 
annual Open Call for Young Curators. For the second edition, emerging independent curators were 
invited to submit proposals for a limited-edition curated art book. The programme aims at providing 
guidance to the selected curator through the research and production of the proposed book, and 
ultimately launching it at Mur Nomade’s space, in the South Island Cultural District of Hong Kong. 
 

About Mur Nomade 

Established in Hong Kong in 2012, Mur Nomade is a place for creative encounters. Managed on a 
non-profit-making basis, we imagine and conceive curatorial programmes such as collaborative art 
projects, cross-disciplinary and cultural exchanges, open calls for young curators, performances, 
workshops and residencies. 

Our name is French for ‘nomadic wall’ as we present site-specific curatorial projects in alternative 
venues all around Hong Kong and overseas, in addition to the regular programme of our space in 
the South Island Cultural District. 

We collaborate with local and international artists, curators, writers and scholars. Above all, we like 
bold ideas, and we are convinced that confronting viewpoints and going out of comfort zones 
support creativity, stimulate emulation and encourage experimentation. 

www.murnomade.com 
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ENQUIRIES 
 
t: +852 2580 5923 
e: info@murnomade.com 
 
 
 
Image: 
Sojourn with Stranger (2016), limited-edition art book curated by Hilda Chan: closed-up of the book 
featuring a detail of Lau Wai, Parents’ Bedroom, 2012, archival inkjet print. Courtesy of Mur 
Nomade and the artists. 


