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We are pleased to announce the seventh solo exhibition by Olafur Eliasson (b. 1967) at the gallery,  
The presence of absence, which will open December 9 and remain on view until January 14. 
 
At the centre of the exhibition, two concrete cuboid sculptures occupy the gallery’s main space. Grotto-
like interiors are visible inside the cubes through irregular openings in their smooth concrete walls. Form-
ed by casting blocks of ice in concrete, the sculptures are indexical traces of the now-melted ice, only 
present as absence.  
 
Eliasson brought the ice from the Greenland ice sheet, which was formed over millions of years by layer 
upon layer of highly compressed snow, and placed it in a wooden casing at his studio. Concrete was 
poured into the casing and the ice was left to melt away over a period of about a month. The melting ice 
produced sounds like miniature explosions as it carved out voids within the cubes and punctured holes  
in the concrete walls, leaving only the memory of the ice within the artwork.  
   
The sculptures echo an earlier exhibition by Eliasson at neugerriemschneider, Your waste of time (2006),  
in which the artist presented free-standing blocks of ice from Iceland in the cooled-down gallery space. 
This exhibition later served as the initial inspiration for the artist’s public artwork Ice Watch. Eliasson coll-
ected the blocks used in The presence of absence while harvesting ice for the installation of Ice Watch in 
Paris, on the occasion of the UN COP21 climate summit in 2015. At his studio in Berlin, he also engaged in 
architectural research with Studio Other Spaces, using ice to design the interior of a large-scale building.  
 
Other works in the exhibition spring from Eliasson’s interests in glass, reflections, light, and shadows. 
Submergence (triptych) (2016) harbors a trace of Greenland inside sheets of green glass handcrafted 
specially for Eliasson by incorporating glacial rock flour – a fine granulate collected from the Greenlandic 
moraine landscape – into their raw material. This green glacial glass is paired with sheets of handcrafted 
blue glass on a shelf of Icelandic driftwood. The interplay of circular cutouts and golden discs among the 
sheets of glass creates a feeling of subtle movement. 
 
Hot mirror (2016) softens the solidity of bronze into the illusion of a liquid, undulating surface which 
shimmers with light, while Late light (2016) picks up on ideas that Eliasson explored early in his career.  
This work consists of beams of simulated daylight which shine into the gallery space, introducing a burst 
of focused light and intense shadows from the window’s iron bars on the opposite wall.  
 
Olafur Eliasson (IS/DK) works in a wide range of media, including installation, painting, sculpture, photo-
graphy, and film. His current solo exhibition The parliament of possibilities, comprising seminal early works 
as well as new large-scale installations by the artist, is on view at the Leeum Samsung Museum of Art in 
Seoul until February 26, 2017. Another recent presentation is Eliasson’s exhibition at the palace and the 
gardens of Versailles, for which he created site-specific works engaging with the baroque architecture of 
the palace as well as outdoor installations contextualizing water in its various physical states. His projects 
in public space include the crystalline facades for Harpa Reykjavik Concert Hall and Conference Centre 
(2011) and Cirkelbroen (The circle bridge), Copenhagen, 2015. At his Berlin studio, established in 1995, a 
team of craftsmen, specialised technicians, architects, archivists, administrators, and cooks work together 
with Eliasson to realise his exhibitions, artworks, and projects.  
 
For further information as well as visual material, please contact Jan Salewski:  
Tel. +49 30 288 772 77, mail@neugerriemschneider.com. 
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