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Welcome to The End exhibition participants respond to the words “welcome” and “the end”: 

When we believe all things to be measurable by science, we welcome the end of imagination. 

I overheard a girl on the bus repeating the news, “this is the end of us.” Welcome to the construction of 
something new, of something that is not yet.  

Welcome…at times it feels like we are near the end. It may be the end for some of us, but for those of us 
left here together, be kind and welcome all in the world that we all share. 

If you already knew the end, would you still welcome the beginning? Would you welcome MySpace and 
the end of my space? 

The end of painting was an idea very much in vogue with the art establishment of the later 1970' and 
1980's, as art moved further away from subject matter and from object hood, artists welcome(d) this shift 
to immateriality with creativity and vigor; it is in this spirit that I present a a piece from my series of  "Gap" 
or reduced paintings which incorporate empty space and reduce the subject of painting to nothing more 
than its physical margins.   

The end folds inside-out to welcome a new day. 

Yesterday the sky came tumbling down to the end. Because in the sentiment of the cataclysm in 
yesterday's dreams, the end was never really the beginning, but a sentiment to welcome - just as my 
mothers soft whispers echo in my head “welcome my child. 

Welcome to a new era that will challenge the artistic society to challenge racist America.
The end of "safety" will be a visual disaster and I welcome Mother Earth to take over. 

The end will not come with a reluctant welcome.
They continued to whisper welcome like wind until the end.

The end of pain is always welcome.
Welcome to the story that does not end.

Welcome, OH FUCK! The end.

——————————————————————————————————————————————- Collective Statement

JEFFREY MICHAEL AUSTIN is an interdisciplinary artist and educator based in Chicago. His work has been 
exhibited nationally and internationally, recently including such venues as fort gondo compound for the arts (St. 
Louis), Hyde Park Art Center, Ed Paschk Art Center, Le Carreau de Cergy (Paris), Chicago Artists Coalition, 
Kunstenfestival Watou (Belgium), The University of North Texas Art Galleries, Lehr Zeitgenössische Kunst (Berlin), 
The Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago, Fondation Vasarely (Aix-en-Provence), Terrain Exhibitions, THE 
MISSION, Chicago Art Department and Manifold, a partner of the ACRE Artist Residency. He has been named a 
Luminarts Fellow in Visual Arts and currently serves as Deputy Director of The Chicago Perch. 

DANIEL HOJNACKI’s work explores the roles of time and memory in his practice, using investigations and 
experimentations of materials for acts of remembering. He received his BA in photography from Columbia College 
Chicago, and is a current participant of the Hatch Residency program with Chicago Artist Coalition.  

SPENCER HUTSHINSON is a 2009 BFA Graduate from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago where he studied 
Painting, Sound, and New Media. His work is largely concerned with the legacy of modernism and abstraction. 
Spencer's work has been shown nationally and internationaly in Sacramento CA, Chicago IL, Knoxville TN, Mexico 
City, Ravenna IT, Assisi IT, and Manchester, UK. He is a resident Chicago, Illinois. 

NAZAFARIN LOTFI (b. Iran, 1984) is a visual artist and educator based in Chicago. She received her MFA from the 
School of the Art Institute of Chicago in 2011 and her BA from the University of Tehran in 2007. Recent solo 
exhibitions include: Poiesis at Fernwey Gallery, Chicago; Whit e Light at Andrew Rafacz Gallery, Chicago; Love at 



Last Sight at Brand New Gallery, Milan; Circles at Tony Wight Gallery, Chicago. Recent group shows include: 
Resonant Objects at Logan Center Exhibitions and Arts Incubator, Chicago; Century Safe, Roman Suzan Gallery, 
Chicago; The Annual, Chicago Artist Coalition, Chicago; Works on Floor, Heaven Gallery, Chicago. In 2015-2016, 
Lotfi was awarded an artist residency at the Department of Arts and Public Life at the University of Chicago. She 
currently teaches at Harold Washington College and College of DuPage. 

VICTORIA MARTINEZ is an interdisciplinary artist and educator who focuses on installation, site-specific 
intervention, screenprinting, painting, and collage. She believes in chance and intuition, creating projects for galleries 
and ephemeral experiences in the urban environment. Martinez works with vibrant colors; pattern based textiles, and 
overlooked items, sewing them together to create fresh perspectives. She has exhibited at Northwestern University, 
Hyde Park Art Center, Chicago Cultural Center, the Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley Foundation, Chicago Artists 
Coalition, and La Esquina Gallery. Upcoming projects include a group show at Heaven Gallery and a solo exhibition 
at Washington State University in Pullman, Washington.  

JACLYN MEDNICOV was born and raised just outside of Chicago, IL. She studied painting and sculpture at the 
University of Kansas, where she received her BFA. During her undergrad, Jaclyn also attended Parsons School of 
Design in New York for a summer drawing program, and the University of New South Wales in Sydney, Australia, for 
a semester. After graduating, Jaclyn moved from Kansas to Los Angeles and resided there for two years before 
transplanting herself to New York. She returned to Chicago in 2011. Jaclyn has exhibited in numerous national 
galleries and her work has been published in Studio Visit Magazine and New American Paintings. She received her 
MA in Studio Arts from Eastern Illinois University in 2012 and her MFA from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago 
in 2016. 

BOBBI MEIER is a Chicago-based visual artist working in a variety of media. Her objects and installations engage 
sensibilities of seduction, revulsion and humor. She earned her MAAE (2000), and MFA in Fiber and Material Studies 
(2011), from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. Most recent exhibitions include; Exhaustion and Exuberance at 
Chicago Artists Coalition,  Perspiration Glitz at Roots and Culture, Chicago; Evanston Art Center 24th Biennial, 
Evanston, IL; The Second Terrain Biennial, Oak Park, IL.  
She has been awarded residencies at; Ragdale, The Vermont Studio Center, Ox-Bow, Anderson Ranch, and 
Sanskriti-Kendra, New Delhi, and is completing a year-long residency in the HATCH Residency program, at the 
Chicago Artists Coalition. 

ABENA MOTABOLI is a Southern African born artist and student currently living in Chicago. She Lived in Lesotho, a 
landlocked country in Southern Africa for the first 17 years of her life before moving with her family to the U.S. She is 
currently in Columbia College studying for a Bachelor in Fine arts. Aside from painting, installation, performance and 
her interests in the arts, she enjoys literature, travelling, writing, and photo blogging. Growing up in international 
schools and communities, she was strongly influenced by the diversity of the people and ideas of human resilience 
seen through fluid human movement across territories.  

E. AARON ROSS is an artist living and working in the city of Chicago. A graduate from the University of Illinois at 
Chicago with BFA degrees in Graphic Design and Moving Image (video / film / studio art). He may be recognized from 
years past curating at the independent art space Captive Audience Screening Gallery, or performing with punk bands 
such as Weekend Nachos, Harm's Way, Plan of Attack, Encyclopedia Brown, Sidewalk, Meah, and Maribelle. 
C.SMITH has exhibited in Chicago at Antena, The Franklin, The Octagon, and Eastern Expanson as well as at the 
Outhaus (Urbana, IL), and Mesa Project Space (Portland, OR).  He ran +medicine cabinet, Terraformer, The 
Opgenorth, Sofa King, and Second Bedroom Project Space with Irene Perez Gil.  

SCOTT WOLNIAK is a multidisciplinary artist, teacher and occasional curator based in Chicago.  His work in 
drawing, painting, sculpture and video involves humor and everyday life through labor-intensive techniques and 
humble materials.  Wolniak has shown his work extensively and has been reviewed in publications such as Artforum, 
Art in America, Art News, Chicago Tribune, Newcity and New American Paintings, among others.  He is part of the 
permanent collections of the Art Institute of Chicago, the Museum of Contemporary Art and the Lynden Sculpture 
Garden.    
Solo shows have occurred at devening projects + editions, Lynden Sculpture Garden, Chicago Cultural Center, Hyde 
Park Art Center, the Museum of Contemporary Art- Chicago, Valerie Carberry Gallery, Andrew Rafacz Gallery, 
65Grand and Lump.  
Wolniak received a BFA from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago in 1995 and MFA from the University of Illinois 
at Chicago in 2002.  He teaches in the Department of Visual Arts at the University of Chicago. 



At the BACKYARD: 

YANI AVILES 

My work presents the possibility for passage, or 
transmutation through boundaries and the banal via a 
heightened sensory experience. I weave through 
emotions, transforming marginalized feelings into an 
experiential reality. Natural materials like water, moss, 
clay, glass and earth present the instability. I use these 
materials as a means of resistance and opposition to 
rigid structures. Undermining the monumentality, I create 
sculpture that lives and senses. I often make and mold 
my own scents, dyes, porcelain and cloth because I am 
interested in their alchemical properties and relationship 
to the body. They have the capacity to hold space 

intimately and through affect. Whimsical gestures, in contrast to the subtle poetics displayed within the 
works, create an access point for viewers to engage with the mystical and the esoteric. Through this 
juxtaposition I merge old and new ideologies as a tool for consciousness-raising. 

YANI AVILES (b. Brooklyn, NY) is a multidisciplinary artist, healer and INFP who lives and works between New York and Chicago. 
Her practice operates as living sculpture and installation by transforming energy into material metaphors. She received her BFA from 
the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. Most recent exhibitions include group shows at the Institute fur Alles Mogliche (Berlin, 
Germany), Comfort Station (Chicago, IL) and Mana Contemporary (Chicago, IL). 

 

ERIK L. PETERSON 
Snow Machines 
Much of my research deals with appropriating 
the marginal languages of disused and 
abandoned urban forms, and through public 
sculptural intervention, reintroducing people 
to their built environment.  The Snow 
Machines project is such an urban 
intervention that borrows from the typology of 
municipal forms (signposts, signpost anchors, 
and parking meters) and recodes them to 
construct a new public space.  Divorced from 
the bonds of bureaucratic functionality, the 
powder-coated steel snowball makers 
designate a slightly subversive space for play 
(or maybe battle).  Three Snow Machines are installed at The Franklin - one green, one yellow, one red - 
each bearing a sticker describing how to properly use the machine.  Through this subversive act of 
creation, play, and battle, we reclaim the city. 

ERIK L. PETERSON (b.1982, Nashville, TN. Lives in Chicago, IL) Drawing on the vocabularies of traditional arts media along with 
architecture and transportation infrastructure, ERIK L. PETERSON creates site-specific installations, public artworks and urban 
chroeographies, edible sculptures, and neon works that challenge a viewer’s sense of space and self. Teasing out the absurdities of 
social convention with wry humor and giving viewers agency to experience the physical act of perception, Peterson’s artworks 
transport the pedestrian into a space of subtle surreality. His work been featured in solo exhibitions at the Arts Club of Chicago, 
Open House Contemporary, EXPO CHICAGO, Bert Green Fine Art, Project 1612, Chicago Artists Coalition, and Waubonsee 
Community College; via public art projects and performances for the Downtown Norfolk Council, Chicago Department of Special 
Events & Cultural Affairs (DCASE), and Pick Museum of Anthropology; and in group shows at Arizona State University, Eastern 
Illinois University, University of Nebraska–Omaha, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, and Columbia College, among others. 
Peterson is a founder of Hyde Park Kunstverein (HPK), an experimental “community museum” and Qeej Hero, a cross-cultural video 
game featuring an ancient Hmong musical instrument. He holds a B.F.A in Sculpture from Washington University in St. Louis and an 
M.F.A. from the University of Illinois at Chicago. 



At the FLATSCREEN: 

 

SUTURE BLUE 
SINK 

Sink. is an animation of thinking about everything all at once to the 
point that the thoughts have made it seem as though taking action is 
no longer accessible. 

SUTURE BLUE is a multi-media artist who interweaves rotoscope 
animation and glitch video, to capture and share simple moments 
that are emotionally surreal, encircling, and relatable by most. Since 
receiving a Bachelor of Fine Arts this past May, from Northern Illinois 
University, this will be their second showing in Chicago. Their latest 
involvements have been: a projection mapped installation in 
Affreightments, at Gunder Exhibitions; Chicago Artist Coalition 
LAUNCH residency, awarded by nomination and selection; 
Exquisite Glitch Round 10, a collaborative video which screened at 
NOGOZON in Paris, France and at Inquiry Inc. in Osijek, Croatia. 
More regularly, Suture creates GIFs/animation shorts and posts 
them to tumblr, often working in collaboration with other artists. 
  

 

At the LIVINGROOM: 

Rejected Prototype  
curated by EC Brown 

featuring: 

MEG DUGUID 
GREGORY JACOBSON 
PAUL NUDD 
CATIE OLSON 
COLE PIERCE 
FRANK POLLARD 
RENEE ROBBINS 
RUSTY SHACKLEFORD 

EC Brown is a painter and exhibition organizer, who organized the Floor Length and Tux series with his 
wife Catie Olson from 2009–2015. He occasionally organizes the ASCII exhibition series (most often 
these days as a guest of Edra and Dan), and the private Tascam series out of his home. He also co-
directed the COMA exhibition space from 2006–2008.



T H E    F R A N K L I N
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