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Deli Gallery is pleased to announce Land of Opportunities by Athena Torri. The exhibition, the 
artist’s first solo show, contains over eighteen works and a site-specific installation.  
 
Made during a recent visit to her childhood home, Torri’s newest body of work captures the 
violent eruption of Tungurahua and its surrounding area. With its name derived from native 
Quichua meaning “Throat of Fire”, Tungurahua is an active stratovolcano located eighty miles 
south of the capital city of Quito. The large-scale print Tungurahua Al Mediodia illustrates the 
artist’s initial encounter with the volcano during March 2016 when an eruption shot a cloud of 
ash over 5,000m into the sky. 
 
Counter-balancing the geological, grand views of the volcano are intimate expositions of the 
domestic environment at the base of the mountain. While illustrating daily life, these 
photographs expose the ways that the town is entwined with the active volcano both in its 
architecture and commerce. 
 
“In Ecuador, geological and political unrest seem to erupt simultaneously. For example, in 
1999—the year my family and I left Ecuador and immigrated to the United States—a major 
economic crash coincided with the eruption of Pichincha volcano. Hundreds of thousands of 
Ecuadorians took to the streets and forced the resignation of President Jamil Mahuad in 
response to a banking crisis that had led to the closure of 24 banks, the immobilization of 
Ecuadorians’ savings accounts, and the collapse of the Ecuadorian sucre. I remember 
participating in one of the daily volcano drills at school while my parents, like most other 
Ecuadorians, rushed to their banks to withdraw as much money as possible. Just a few months 
after we arrived in the United States, Pichincha erupted, and the government collapsed.” 
 
Also included is a site-specific installation of cinderblocks along with the artist’s iPhone video 
recording of the volcano’s activity. These sculptural works mimic the commonly used housing 
materials used in Ecuador.  
 
Athena Torri is an Ecuadorian Italian artist. Born in Milan, Athena grew up in Quito, Ecuador 
before immigrating to the United States. Athena has a BFA from Ringling College of Art and 
Design, and a General Studies Certificate from the International Center of Photography. Athena 
currently lives and works in Beacon, NY. 
 
 


