
                    

Possible Futures 

by Marie Velardi 

3 December 2016 – 28 February 2017 

Timings: 10:00 am - 5.30 pm. Closed on Wednesdays. 

Venue: The Dr. Bhau Daji Lad Mumbai City Museum, Veer Mata Jijabai Bhosale Udyan 

(Rani Baug), 91/A, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Road, Byculla East, Mumbai 400027 
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The Dr. Bhau Daji Lad Mumbai City Museum in collaboration with Pro Helvetia - Swiss Arts 

Council presents ‘Possible Futures’ by Marie Velardi. 

  



                    

About the Exhibition  

Swiss artist Marie Velardi employs fact and fiction, to both imagine and question the future. 

Her work closely examines movements of the earth, such as the continuous shift between land 

and sea, or inhabited islands disappearing into the ocean due to rising water levels. 

‘Possible Futures’ showcases new works developed by Marie Velardi during an ongoing 

residency in Mumbai. 

How can we represent the passage of time through colours and shapes? 

Pages of a hypothetical Book of Possible Futures, with a series of watercolor drawings named 

‘Temporal Maps’ includes short texts in English and Marathi, inspired by discussions with 

Indian women on their hopes for the future. 'Temporal Maps' attempt to represent time in a 

disorienting multi-directional way. This work is also inspired by the Sparrow Archive- Sound 

and Picture Archives for Research on Women, based in Mumbai. 

 

Terre-Mer, or ‘Sea-Land’, is an ongoing research project about the movement of different 

coastal lines through time. The works exhibited in this show depict the zone in between the land 

and the sea along the coast of Mumbai, from the past to the possible future. In these 

cartographical drawings the ancient islands that once existed reappear and reclaimed lands 

return to the sea. 

Could the futures join the past? 

About the Artist 

Marie Velardi was born in Geneva, Switzerland. She lives and works in Geneva and Paris. Her 

work has been exhibited in Switzerland, France, Germany, Belgium, Italy and the UK. In 2014-

2015 she represented Switzerland at the Kochi-Muziris Biennale in India. She has won various 

awards; among them the '2015 Scholarship of the City of Geneva' for her on-going research 

project called "Terre-Mer" ("Sea-Land"). In 2016 she was selected by Pro Helvetia for a three-

month residency in India (in Delhi and Mumbai).  

Marie Velardi - Marie Velardi: http://marie.velardi.ch/  



                    

About the Dr. Bhau Daji Lad Mumbai City Museum 

 

The Dr. Bhau Daji Lad Museum opened to the public in 1857 and is Mumbai's oldest museum. 

It is the erstwhile Victoria and Albert Museum, Bombay, that showcases the city’s cultural 

heritage and history through a rare collection of fine and decorative Arts that highlight early 

Modern Art practices as well as the craftsmanship of various communities of the Bombay 

Presidency. The permanent collection includes miniature clay models, dioramas, maps, 

lithographs, photographs, and rare books that document the life of the people of Mumbai and 

the history of the city from the late eighteenth to early-twentieth centuries. 

 

The Museum, once in a derelict condition, underwent a comprehensive five-year restoration by 

INTACH supported by the Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai and the Jamnalal Bajaj 

Foundation. The project won UNESCO’s international Award of Excellence for cultural 

conservation in 2005. The Museum re-opened in 2008 with an extensive exhibition programme 

and is committed to promoting contemporary art and culture.  

 

The Museum hosts an extensive exhibitions programme which explores the importance of the 

collection and includes a strong focus on contemporary art and culture. A series of curated 

exhibitions titled, ‘Engaging Traditions,’ invites artists to respond to the Museum’s collection, 

history and archives, addressing issues that speak directly to the traditions and issues that 

underlie the founding of the Museum, yet evoke the present by challenging orthodoxies and 

questioning assumptions. Several distinguished contemporary artists have participated in this 

programme such as Sudarshan Shetty, Jitish Kallat, Atul Dodiya, L. N. Tallur, Ranjini Shettar, 

Sheba Chhachhi, CAMP, Thukral and Tagra. 

 

The Museum has partnered with international institutions to showcase artists and exhibitions 

including the Victoria and Albert Museum, British Council, British Library, Dresden State Art 

Collections, Solomon R Guggenheim Museum, Museum of Modern Art, Ermenegildo Zegna 

Group and Guild of the Dome Association in an effort to facilitate international cultural  

exchange. The Museum has expanded its curatorial initiative to invite external curators, 

institutions and organisations to present exhibitions related to the focus areas of the collections. 



                    

 

The Museum’s education and outreach programme aims to build and diversify the Museum’s 

audiences, encouraging repeat visits and engaged participation with its permanent collections, 

contemporary exhibitions and activities. On offer is a rich selection of programmes including 

film, music and courses and lectures on history of art focused on providing stimulating, 

participatory experiences that respond to different age, interest and language groups, and 

recognize a diversity of backgrounds. These experiences are aimed at encouraging critical 

engagement with Mumbai’s history, art and cultural developments. 

 

For more information on Dr. Bhau Daji Lad Mumbai City Museum, please visit:  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BDLMuseum 

Twitter:    https://twitter.com/BDLMuseum 

Website:     www.bdlmuseum.org 

E-mail: enquiry@bdlmuseum.org  

Telephone: +91 22 23731234      

 

About Pro Helvetia - Swiss Arts Council 

The liaison office of the Swiss Arts Council in India, Pro Helvetia New Delhi 

supports artistic and cultural collaboration between Switzerland and South Asia, 

and also promotes Swiss ideas and arts practice among South Asian audiences.  

 

For more information:   

Web link: www.prohelvetia.in 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/PHNDSwissArts/ 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/PHND_swiss_arts  

Mobile App: http://bit.ly/1nKmSTI  

Youtube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCT5I9WfrJV7K2e2y-690mnw 
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For Listings 

 

The Dr. Bhau Daji Lad Mumbai City Museum in collaboration with Pro Helvetia - Swiss Arts 

Council presents Possible Futures by Marie Velardi. 

Exhibition Dates: 3 December 2016 – 28 February 2017 

 

Exhibition Venue:  

 

Special Project Space 

 

Dr. Bhau Daji Lad Mumbai City Museum   

91A Rani Baug, Veer Mata Jijabai Bhonsle Udyan 

Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar Marg,                                                        

Byculla East, Mumbai 400027 

 

Timings: 
10:00 am to 6:00 pm | last entry 5:30 pm 

Closed on Wednesdays and certain public holidays 

 

For press enquiries, please contact 

Komal Chitnis | kchitnis@bdlmuseum.org | +91 22 23731234 
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