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Peter Fetterman Gallery is pleased to present the first installment of a reoccurring exhibition platform titled 
UNSEEN, which aims to show new artists, rare bodies of work, and singular gems from the gallery’s leading 
collection of fine art photography within the context of various curatorial approaches. This first edition is 
comprised of humanist and documentary photography reflecting the theme of Silhouettes and Shadows, both 
literally and in metaphor, from six photographers who have not previously been exhibited at the Gallery: René 
Groebli (Swiss, b. 1927), Sabine Weiss (Swiss, b. 1924), Charles Harbutt (American, 1935-2015), Louis Stettner 
(American, 1922-2016), Wolfgang Suschitzky (Austrian, 1912-2016), and Giacomo Brunelli (Italian, b. 1977).   
Over ninety black and white prints on view guide visitors through an exploration of visual mystery and dark, 
noir charm from the 1930’s to contemporary. A thematically concurrent and salon-style installation of singular 
works by various other artists in the Gallery’s Project Room space also offers collectors a wide cross-section of 
important prints that have been withheld from the Gallery’s past exhibitions. 

The silhouettes present in many of the images on display invite the viewer to fill in the narrative’s negative space 
and perhaps personify the subjects with their own history. Lacking information or with the turn of a shoulder, the 
various moments of city life in London, New York City, Paris and elsewhere, are alluring with their unanswered 
questions. Prints on view all showcase dramatic and ethereal use of light, often when there is very little of it 
under dense fog or rainy night skies. The chiaroscuro effect of hard sunlight radiates through many of the 
images, while textures of wet cobblestone and misty windows conjure a pensive, nostalgic mood. 

Though the Gallery’s collection is diverse in both period and style, there is a predominant body of Humanist work 
documenting the endless forms and actions of people in everyday situations. When the subjects are shrouded in 
fog, back-lit in silhouette, or ambiguously askew, an inherent loss of information provokes inquiry and wonder. 
Renowned photography curator John Szarkowski wrote, “It isn’t what a picture is of, it is what it is about.” The 
selection of works on view are about intimacy, youth, relationships, struggle, isolation and vulnerability, among 
many other romantic motifs. The six artists featured in the main exhibition space are interspersedly displayed in 
order to juxtapose their conceptual and aesthetic similarities.
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(L) Sabine Weiss, Paris, 1953.   (C) Charles Harbutt, Chrysler Building, 1970.   (R) René Groebli, Eye of Love #513, 1953.


