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Otterlo, 25 October 2016 
 

 
Arp: The Poetry of Forms at the Kröller-Müller Museum 
 

 

Arp: The Poetry of Forms is the first major retrospective of the work of Hans (Jean) Arp 

(Strasburg 1886-Basel 1966) in the Netherlands since the nineteen sixties. The German-French 

sculptor, painter and poet Arp is one of the most influential artists of the European avant-garde 

and plays an important role in the development of modern art. In addition to some eighty of his 

visual works – drawings, collages, paintings, wood reliefs and sculptures – there are also 

examples of Arp’s poetry, writings and publications. 

In 2017 it will be a hundred years since the founding of De Stijl. 

The close relationship between Arp and the leading light of De 

Stijl, Theo van Doesburg, is the occasion for the exhibition, 

which is showing from 20 May to 17 September 2017. 

 

Word and image 

In Arp: The Poetry of Forms, emphasis is placed on the constant 

interaction between visual art and poetry in Arp’s oeuvre and on 

the humour and playfulness in his works. Raised in the bilingual 

Alsace, the ease with which he switches from one language and 

culture to another and from visual art to poetry and back again, 

is characteristic for Arp’s entire career. The exhibition shows 

the powerful bond between word and image in his work.  
 

Art and nature 

After the nadir of the First World War, Arp develops a visual idiom with which he aims to create 

a new order and be able to redesign the relationship between human, object and nature. 

Crucial is his conception of the relationship between art and nature: art should never imitate 

the natural world but follow its own nature. Arp seeks to develop new, independent forms out 

of their own fundamental essence. He calls this ‘concrete art’. 

 

Stabiles – Concrétions – Constellations  

The exhibition features work from throughout Arp’s career, but focuses on the years 1920-

1935, when he goes from making wood reliefs and so-called ‘stabiles’ (freestanding flat 

sculptures) to pure abstract sculptures, which he calls ‘concrétions’ (embodiments), because 

they stand in the space as real objects. In his view, these germinate and grow in the human 

mind, analogous to the growth processes in nature: ‘L’art est un fruit’ (Art is a fruit). 

 

Collaborations 

As a key member of groups and movements such as Dada, surrealism and Abstraction-

Création, Arp has a major influence on important artistic developments in the first half of the 

twentieth century. He regards the collaboration with others, with poets and artists such as 

Richard Huelsenbeck, Tristan Tzara and El Lissitsky, as an integral part of his artistic practice. 

The collaboration with Van Doesburg is also examined in a separate presentation devoted to 

the interior design of a large amusement centre in Strasbourg, the Aubette. 

Jean Arp, Berger de nuages, 1953 



 

 

 

Mondriaan to Dutch Design 

2017 is the year in which we celebrate hundred years of designing the future. The immediate 

cause is the founding of De Stijl in 1917, elements of which can still be seen today in Dutch 

Design. To celebrate this milestone, NBTC Holland Marketing, together with its partners, has 

declared 2017 the theme year ‘Mondriaan to Dutch Design’. 

The theme year marks the introduction of the storyline from Mondriaan to Dutch Design, 

which brings visitors to interesting locations throughout the Netherlands that are related to 

works from the period of De Stijl and contemporary design. Museums, heritage sites and 

events in the Netherlands focus on the work of top designers, open studios to the public and 

pay tribute to artists such as Mondriaan, Rietveld, Van der Leck and Van Doesburg. 

This theme year is organized through the collaboration of NBTC with various partners. For the 

full programme, see www.ntbc.nl/mtdd. 

 

 

Editorial note: more information is available from Sylvia Gentenaar, telephone +31 (0)318-

596152, +31 (0)6-12506816 or sylviagentenaar@krollermuller.nl.  

Photographs can be downloaded from the image bank: www.krollermuller.nl/beeldbank.  

Information for the public: www.krollermuller.nl, Facebook.com/krollermuller, 

Twitter.com/krollermuller. 
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