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Eleanor Harwood Gallery presents: 
Francesca Pastine 

Curiosity

Exhibit Dates:
Opening reception: Saturday, January 7 from 6 - 8pm  

January 7th - February 25th, 2017

Curiosity Landscape #1, 2016
watercolor on 300 lb. paper

30 x 22 in

Curiosity Vesel #2, 2016
Hand-cut paper, glue, mylar, wire,

62 x 24 x 18 in
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December 15th, 2016 (San Francisco, CA)  — Eleanor Harwood Gallery is pleased to 
present Curiosity, a solo exhibition by Francesca Pastine. 

The exhibition consists of watercolor paintings and sculptures. While primarily known for 
her previous work with Artforum cut-outs, this exhibit is an evolution of her use of 
materials. 

In Curiosity, Pastine strives to evoke the Romantic notion of the artist as explorer, 
navigating vast realms of possibility. Inspired by NASA’s Mars Rover, Curiosity, and its 
exploration of uncharted territory on Mars, her work offers a contemporary take on the 
notion of Sublime, a key theme in eighteenth- and nineteenth-century American art. 
Pastine was drawn to the rover because it is named “Curiosity” and she believes that 
being curious is an essential element of being an artist. Like the Mars Rover, the artist as 
explorer seeks to go beyond her limits and to make visible the vast landscape of her 
imagination. 

In a broad sense, Pastine’s exhibit speaks to the quintessential human urge for inquiry 
and discovery. The concept of “curiosity”, be it scientific, or in any other field, is the 
driving idea of the works in the show. Curiosity is an ode to great minds that continue to 
add to the pool of human knowledge. This desire to gain knowledge, in specific Mars, a 
place so far away, is a metaphor for understanding difference of all kinds. Striving for 
scientific data, or artistic mastery of materials and ideas, creates compassion and 
understanding in the world at large. Pastine’s revery in the best of human pursuits is 
inspiring and intelligent.  
 
In her artworks, Pastine probes the potential of material and its transformation through 
chance and discovery. The unpredictability of the watercolor medium allows for inspired 
accidents; her sculpture is informed by unexpected juxtaposition and unique 
contradictions. The sculptures, as in her most recent work in the past few years, use 
Artforum magazines (nearly obliterated) plaster, Mylar and wire. 

The paintings appear as otherworldly landscapes and employ visual voids and veils to 
represent sites of artistic ferment, the imagination, and revelation. The sculptures 
represent vessels and, like the rover, are of a crudeness that belies the sophistication 
essential for exploration of unmapped terrain.

About the Artist  
Pastine was born in New York City, NY. She received a BFA from the San Francisco Art 
Institute in 1993, and an MFA from the San Francisco Art Institute in 1996. She was the 
recipient of a Fleishhacker Grant in 2014, a Pollock Krasner Grant in 2009, and a Kala 
Fellowship in 2011.

Pastine has had solo exhibitions at Eleanor Harwood Gallery in San Francisco, 
Pentimenti Gallery in Philadelphia, PA, James Harris Gallery in Seattle, WA, and Rena 
Bransten Gallery in San Francisco. Her recent group exhibitions include Trestle Gallery 
in Brooklyn, New York, The Whatcom Museum in Bellingham Washington, Museum of 
Craft and Design in San Francisco, the Center for Contemporary Art in Santa Fe, NM, 
the Halsey Institute of Contemporary Art in Charleston, SC, Radiator Gallery in Long 



Island City, NY, Kala Art Institute in Berkeley, CA, and the Fellows of Contemporary Art in 
Los Angeles. She has been featured in the San Francisco Chronicle’s 96 Hours by 
Kimberley Chung, Lab Magazine in 2013, New American Paintings in 2010, and the 
Marin Independent Journal in 2009. Pastine’s work has been reviewed in The Wall 
Street Journal, Philadelphia City Paper, The San Francisco Chronicle, New Art 
Examiner, The Stranger, the Oakland Tribune, and Artweek. She is represented by 
Eleanor Harwood Gallery in San Francisco.

About Eleanor Harwood Gallery  
The Eleanor Harwood Gallery opened September 2006. The programming of the gallery 
focuses on emerging to mid-career artists exhibiting nationally and internationally. The roster 
includes artists that are represented in major American and European collections. The gallery 
actively promotes and encourages career growth for represented artists.

Location 
1275 Minnesota Street, Suite 206  
San Francisco, CA 94107

Hours 
Tuesdays 1:00-5:00pm, Wednesday-Saturday, 11am-5:00pm  
And by appointment 

Contact 
(p) 415.867.7770  
(e) eleanor@eleanorharwood.com
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