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Humanimal– A Heart-to-Heart Habitat 
Interactive design exhibition exploring human-animal relationships featuring 2016 Red Dot 

Award-winning project by UX designer, Xiaoxiao Zeng, curated by the Chinese Culture Center 
Exhibition Dates: December 9, 2016 to January 21, 2017 

 
November 22, 2016--   The Chinese Culture Center of San Francisco (CCC) is proud to present 
Humanimal: A Heart-to-Heart Habitat , an interactive design exhibition that explores humans’ 
relationship with animals, centered on Xiaoxiao Zeng’s Red Dot Award-winning project of the 
same name. 
 
As design is inherently functional and seeks to solve problems, Humanimal  uses interactive 
design as a catalyst for communication and relationship building. This interactive design project 
challenges the problematic power dynamics between humans and animals at play in zoos by 
learning how to interact with animals as equals. Through a fun and immersive “game,” 
participants are given an inviting space to engage with the issue critically, to creatively explore, 
and to change their own attitudes. The program prompts participants to follow body language 
and sound-based commands to befriend virtual animals. By creating this opportunity for people 
to learn and appreciate others’ culture and language, Humanimal  seeks not only to imagine a 
shift to a mutually respectful relationship with animals, but also to all living things in all 
environments, as an agent for universal social change.  
 
Humanimal  uses cutting edge technology to build an interface through which the 
viewer/participant journeys through “Language Learning” and “Imagination Space” sessions at 
stations in CCC’s Visual Art Center. Zeng creates an interactive and participatory experience 
that teaches users how to communicate with a gorilla using body language and sounds that the 
gorilla could understand. It will unfold in four “sessions” where the viewer/participant will learn 
about communication from the animal perspective.  
 
“ I came to this idea upon thinking about zoos,” says Zeng. “Zoos are a valuable resource in 
educating the public about habitat, biodiversity, and environmental issues affecting wildlife. 



 

 

However, what does the medium of zoos say about humans? Does the confinement of so much 
wildlife for entertainment advance this lesson?” 
 
Interactive design is a new component to engage and learn about these themes as part of the 
multi-faceted strategy brought forward by the CCC under the theme “Building Our Town” to 
elevate  Chinatown by bringing the latest innovative and cutting edge art to engage with the 
community. Zeng has won the internationally renowned Red Dot Design award and a 
semi-finalist for the Adobe Design Achievement Award for her concept on Humanimal. 
 
Humanimal  is presented by the Chinese Culture Center of San Francisco, with major support 
from the Robert J. Louie Memorial Fund, with additional support from Grants for the Arts. 
 
Location and Dates:  
CCC Visual Art Center, 750 Kearny St. 3rd Floor, San Francisco CA 94108 
December 9, 2016-January 21, 2017 
Tuesday–Saturday, 10 a.m – 4 p.m.; closed Sun. & Mon.  
 
Opening Reception: Friday, December 9, 8-11pm 
Location: 
CCC Visual Art Center 
750 Kearny St., 3/F 
San Francisco, CA 94108 
 
For more information: www.c-c-c.org/humanimal 
 
For questions about “Humanimal,” contact Lydia Han, CCC Program Manager, lydia@c-c-c.org, 
415-986-1822. 
 
About Xiaoxiao Zeng 

Xiaoxiao Zeng is a UX Designer based in San Francisco. She is the 2016 winner of the 
internationally renowned Red Dot Design Award, and semi- finalist for the Adobe’s Design 
Achievement Award 2016. She received her bachelor’s degree in 2012 from the prestigious 
Tsinghua University, Beijing and a master’s degree in 2015 from the California College of the 
Arts in San Francisco. She is currently CCC’s Chief Designer, initiating and managing user 
experience research and testing processes from early-stage product concepts to launch, designs 
promotional materials for exhibitions and programs, and curates artistic and cultural events and 
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programs. She has exhibited at the California Academy of Sciences, California College for the 
Arts, and others. 
 
http://www.xiaoxiaozeng.com/ 

Chinese Culture Center 
CCC  elevates underserved communities, and gives voice to equality through process driven 
contemporary art and education. 
 
CCC has five decades of experience embedded in the community leading complex public art              
projects and events supported by Grants for the Arts, San Francisco Arts Commission, Andy              
Warhol Foundation, among others. Recently, the CCC was selected for the prestigious “Our             
Town” grant funded by the National Endowment for the Arts.  
 
IMAGES/INTERVIEWS: 
For images and to schedule interviews contact:  
Jenny Leung, Director of Communications, Chinese Culture Foundation of San Francisco 
415.986.1822x23, jenny@c-c-c.org 

### 
 

http://www.xiaoxiaozeng.com/

