
A survey of new prints by Jim Dine (b. 1935), one of America’s most 
prolific artists, will be displayed at the Alan Cristea Gallery from 9 
February – 11 March 2017. Poet Singing includes eight new, 
previously unseen prints depicting singing poets. Made over the 
past 12 months with master printmakers in Austria, Paris and the 
US, these works highlight Dine’s status as a renowned poet, as 
well as painter and printmaker. Dine has been composing, 
performing and publishing poetry for as long as he has been 
making art – since the mid-1950s, when he first encountered the 
poetry of Dylan Thomas. The singing poets will be shown along-
side works dating from 2013 to 2016, including a recent series 
of large abstract prints, as well as examples of Dine’s continued 
fascination with Pinocchio and his reinvention of the iconic motifs 
of hearts, bathrobes and Venuses. 
 
Dine’s first meeting with poetry was through the work of Dylan 
Thomas, when aged nineteen, in 1954, his sculpture professor 
played a recording of the seminal Welsh poet. Dine cites the great 
American poets, Ron Padgett, Robert Creeley and Ted Berrigan, 
of the New York School as early inspirations. By 1959 Dine had 
moved to New York, quickly rising to prominence when he staged, 
alongside artists such as Claes Oldenburg and Robert Whitman, 
‘Happenings’, forerunners of performance art. Dine states “My 
most elaborate work, called ‘Car Crash’, was a cacophony of 
sounds and words spoken by a great white Venus with animal 
grunts and howls by me.” To date, Dine has written more than 
twelve books of poetry. 
 
The reflection of the self in his singing poets is also echoed in 
recent prints depicting Venuses, bathrobes and hearts, some of his 
most expressive motifs and enduring vehicles for his explorations 
of line and colour. These themes, particularly the bathrobes, began 
as stand-ins for the artist, which Dine calls ‘autobiography through 
objects’. This subject continues with the inclusion of recent, large-
scale depictions of Pinocchio, stemming from Dine’s continued 
interest in Carlo Collodi’s classic morality tale, The Adventures of 
Pinocchio. The story of Pinocchio, which Dine identified with as 
young boy, is also very much the story of Geppetto, the old man 
who brings the puppet to consciousness through his craft. Dine, 
now older, takes on this role of the maker. 

For the past two years Dine has also been developing a major new 
body of work that encompasses a more abstract aesthetic. He has 
made large-scale, extensively hand-painted woodcuts, including A 
Million Kisses Poem (2015) and Cheval Blanc Poem (2015). These 
prints defy the traditional notion of what a print should be, with 
each one created using multiple plates, extensive physical 
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intervention and additional hand work by the artist.

The new works in Poet Singing involve a plethora of techniques. 
Since the 1960s Dine has gone on to make prints in every 
conceivable medium, using printmaking with unequalled 
inventiveness and skill. Poet Singing exemplifies his approach 
to the medium and the exhibition will be a celebration of Dine’s 
enduring relationship and fascination with printmaking, which has 
continued since he made his first print whilst a teenager at school 
in the late 1940s.  
 
The exhibition is accompanied by a fully illustrated catalogue with 
a preface by Jim Dine.

Image: Jim Dine, Poet Singing Beautifully, 2016. Courtesy artist and Alan 
Cristea Gallery, London
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About the artist

Jim Dine was born in 1935, in Cincinnati, Ohio. He studied at 
night at the Cincinnati Art Academy during his senior year of high 
school and then attended the University of Cincinnati, the School 
of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, and Ohio University, Athens, 
from which he received his B.F.A. in 1957. Dine is one of the most 
significant artists of his generation and has had numerous solo ex-
hibitions in museums in Europe and the United States. In 1970 the 
Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, organised a major 
retrospective of his work, and in 1978 the Museum of Modern Art, 
New York, presented a retrospective of his etchings. He is also one 
of the most naturally gifted printmakers working today and more 
recently he has had print retrospectives at Albertina, Vienna; the 
Minneapolis Institute of Arts; Bibliothèque Nationale, Paris, and 
Centre de la Gravure et de l’Image Imprimée, Belgium.

About Alan Cristea Gallery

Prompted by a continuing ambition to ‘paper the world in original 
art’, Alan Cristea opened his eponymous gallery in 1995. The 
gallery is the primary representative for a number of renowned 
contemporary artists, artists’ estates and emerging artists, and 
is one of the world’s leading publishers of original contemporary 
prints and editions. Having expanded considerably over the 
past 21 years, in October 2016 the gallery moved to new, larger,                  
bespoke premises, better suited to the representation of the       
gallery’s growing roster of celebrated and international artists.  

The Alan Cristea Gallery is entirely artist-led and is dedicated 
to assisting artists in bringing new bodies of work to fruition,              
including editions, works on paper, paintings, sculpture or                 
installations, which are presented in a continuous programme of 
public exhibitions, events and art fairs. Alongside this, the gallery 
also draws on Alan’s 50 years of experience in the art world to 
provide unrivalled access to the best examples of original prints 
by the modern masters of the 20th and 21st centuries, from Naum 
Gabo, Henri Matisse and Pablo Picasso to Patrick Caulfield, David 
Hockney and Andy Warhol.

The gallery continues to extend the legacy of some of art history’s 
most important figures through its work with the Estates of Josef 
and Anni Albers, Patrick Caulfield, Naum Gabo, Richard Hamilton 
and Tom Wesselmann. Exhibitions for 2017 include Gillian Ayres, 
Langlands & Bell, Ian Davenport, Emma Stibbon, and Michael 
Craig-Martin.
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Visitor information: 

Mon - Fri 10am - 5.30pm
Sat 11am - 2pm

Travel: 
Piccadilly or Green Park tube station
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Twitter: @AlanCristea  
Instagram: @alancristea 
Facebook: Alan Cristea Gallery  
#JimDine #PoetSinging   
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