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Mathieu Mercier: Neither / Nor is a survey of work by the 

French artist Mathieu Mercier (born 1970) curated by  

Cay Sophie Rabinowitz. It will be on view until March 5, 2017 

at OSMOS Address, 50 East First Street in Manhattan.  

 

Mathieu Mercier’s work operates somewhat whimsically 

between Walter Benjamin’s revolutionary exegesis and 

Duchampian transubstantiation. His art maneuvers to 

question a common object’s potential for authenticity in 

times of evident over-production while contrarily conferring 

value back onto such objects. This juxtaposition of multiple 

systems of representation is repeated throughout Mercier’s 

work, fluidly incorporating and opposing visual frameworks 

from art history, design, and architecture. 

 

For his Pantone series (2011) Mercier scanned flowers from parks he frequents throughout his 

travels arranged next to Pantone color cards of a comparable palette. Foliage references the 

long history of the still life genre while the color card wryly points to an aspirational impotency in 

the aggressively marketed Color Matching System.    

 

In a previous work, Sublimation (candle/chromatic circle J. Itten) (2011), for example, a store-

bought candle contends with a sublimation print of the Itten color wheel. Presented reverentially 

on a pristine pedestal in the gallery, the abstract device cannot help but fall flat in comparison 

to a romantic flickering flame, yet it surreptitiously gains esoteric aura from the candle’s implied 

memento mori.  

 

This is the first in a year-long series of projects that reflect on the 20 years OSMOS has been in 

existence. Mathieu Mercier was introduced to OSMOS by his professor, Anne-Marie Jugnet, who 

was one of the first artists to install her work (a projection entitled oh, oh, oh, 1997) in the industrial 

space that Berlin co-founders, Joachim Abrell and Christian Rattemeyer, claimed for OSMOS in 

1997.  

 

In 2003, Mathieu Mercier was honored with the prestigious Marcel Duchamp award. His solo 

museum shows include: Villa Merkel, Germany (2014); Kunstmuseum St Gallen, Switzerland 

(2014); Musée d’Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris, France (2007); Centre Georges Pompidou, 

Paris, France (2003); Le Crédac, Centre d’Art Contemporain d’Ivry, France (2012); Fondation 

d’Entreprise Ricard, Paris, France (2012); and Kunsthalle Nürmberg, Germany (2008), u.a. . 

OSMOS thanks Galerie Mehdi Chouakri and Paul Kasmin Gallery for their collaboration. 

 

For more information, please contact:  

646.559.5347 / osmos.assistant@gmail.com       

Open hours: Sunday through Friday 11 to 6 (closed Saturday)  

 
Untitled (pâte à modeler), 2011-2017, Inkjet print on paper 
Courtesy the artist and Paul Kasmin Gallery NYC 
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