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cultural diversity 

 

 
 
Sameer Farooq and Mirjam Linschooten 
 
White, Steel, Slice, Mask 
Window spaces 
September 10, 2016 – January 8, 2017 
 
Bear Claws Salad Hands 
Off-site: Yaletown Roundhouse Station, Canada Line 
September 10, 2016 – January 8, 2017 
 
Reception: Saturday, September 10, 3-6pm 
Artists present 
 
Contemporary Art Gallery presents an ambitious new dual venue project by collaborators 
Canadian artist Sameer Farooq and Dutch artist Mirjam Linschooten. Interrogating ways 
in which cultural diversity is narrated, two works comprise the commission: White, Steel, 



Slice, Mask in CAG window spaces and Bear Claws Salad Hands at Yaletown-
Roundhouse Station, Canada Line. 
 
Working together for over a decade, the duo’s interdisciplinary practice typically 
instigates community-based models of participation in order to reimagine a material 
record of the present. They investigate tactics of cultural representation while utilizing 
the methods of anthropology to examine various forms of collecting, interpretation and 
display.  
 
Over the past year Farooq and Linschooten have undertaken a series of cumulative 
research trips to Vancouver via our Burrard Marina Field House Studio Residency 
Program. Integral to this and core to informing the new commission were workshops at 
the Museum of Anthropology with the Native Youth Program (NYP) involving a group of 
indigenous youth from Greater Vancouver. Farooq and Linschooten invited participants 
to consider their personal narratives in relation to displays at the museum.  
 
Bear Claws Salad Hands at Yaletown-Roundhouse Station repurposes found language 
from local souvenir shops that sell a plethora of Canadian “knick-knacks”, cultural 
reproductions which capitalize on perceptions of Vancouver’s identity. Through the 
simple act of selecting and reproducing the language of these stores’ inventory lists, 
Farooq and Linschooten highlight the active commodification of culture which reinforces 
hierarchy, difference and discrimination.  
 
Across the window spaces at CAG, White, Steel, Slice, Mask are collections of mass-
produced cultural objects purchased from shops across the lower mainland, referencing 
and perhaps representative of, Vancouver’s largest immigrant communities. Replicating 
yet also subverting the supposed objective aesthetic of museum vitrines, display 
mechanisms such as shelves, hooks and bars are used to fracture the objects, disrupting 
their form and meticulous arrangement while suggesting the often uneasy relations 
between the conserved and custodian, artifact and everyday object, and revealing the 
unintended violence of display. 
 
 
Generously supported by the BC Arts Council Innovations Program, the Mondriaan 
Fund, Ontario Arts Council and the Hamber Foundation.  Bear Claws Salad Hands is 
presented by the Contemporary Art Gallery in partnership with the Canada Line Public 
Art Program – IntransitBC.  
 
Farooq and Linschooten have exhibited in Belgium, Canada, China, Egypt, France, 
Montenegro, Morocco, Netherlands, Serbia, Spain, Switzerland and Turkey. Recent 
projects include The Figure in the Carpet, Blackwood Gallery, Toronto (2015); Faux 
Guide, Trankat, Morocco and Something old, something new, something borrowed and 



something blue, Artellewa, Cairo (2014); The Museum of Found Objects, Art Gallery of 
Ontario, Toronto and Sanat Limani, Istanbul (2011-10). 
 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS:  
 
1. Public Events: Exhibition Opening  
Sameer Farooq and Mirjam Linschooten 
Opening reception: Saturday, September 10, 3–6pm 
Public opening and celebration of the exhibition. Artist‘s in attendance. 
Opening reception sponsors: Four Winds Brewing & Hester Creek Winery. 
 
About the Contemporary Art Gallery  
Established in 1971 the Contemporary Art Gallery is the longest standing free public art 
gallery in Vancouver dedicated exclusively to presenting contemporary art. By the early 
1990s the program expanded providing some of the first institutional exhibitions for 
many important Vancouver artists, including Brian Jungen, Geoffrey Farmer, Germaine 
Koh and Steven Shearer. The Contemporary Art Gallery is a publicly funded institution, 
generously supported by the Canada Council for the Arts, the City of Vancouver and the 
Province of BC through the BC Arts Council and the BC Gaming Policy and Enforcement 
Branch.  
 
For high resolution imagery visit the CAG media kit (the link can be found at the top 
right hand corner at contemporaryartgallery.ca) or for images and more information 
contact:  
Jill Henderson, Marketing and Communications T: 604.681.2700  
E: j.henderson@contemporaryartgallery.ca W: www.contemporaryartgallery.ca 
 
Contemporary Art Gallery, 555 Nelson Street, Vancouver, BC, Canada       
www.contemporaryartgallery.ca 
contact@contemporaryartgallery.ca 
Tel: 604 681 2700 
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