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HOME ANNOUNCES SOLO SHOW BY ARTIST, MUSICIAN AND PUNK 

PROFESSOR JOHN HYATT 
 

John Hyatt: Rock Art  

Sat 4 Feb – Wed 29 Mar 2016 (Preview 6.00pm Fri 3 Feb) 

 
 

• A major solo show of new work by The Three Johns’ John Hyatt 

• Features a pop-up music club presenting live music and performance  

• Showcasing new media art and installations that aim to intrigue, surprise and 

enchant visitors 

• Preview night will feature live music & poetry performances Jon Langford with 

Barkley McKay, Rosie Garland, Tom Hyatt with Maya McCourt and a 

performance from The Three Johns 

HOME is delighted to present Rock Art, a major solo exhibition of new work by artist, 

musician, author, scientist and irrepressible explorer, John Hyatt, peeling back the layers 

of his identity through a set of unique collaborations involving his own personal objects, 

narratives and live performance.  

 



 

Lyricist and one third of the infamous art rock band The Three Johns, Hyatt is perfectly 

placed to dissect and dissolve our identities, alter and super egos, and re-present them 

as Rock Art. The artist pulls together a diverse and rich set of topics - from post-death to 

post-ego, magic to metamorphosis – and co-creators to explore our increasingly 

unstable and challenging relationships to everything.  At the centre of the show is Club 

BIG (2017), a pop-up music club, debating chamber and live art space hosting an 

alternative art history and regular free events throughout the exhibition period, 

predominantly on Friday evenings. Hyatt, as Club BIG’s super cool, magical MC, will 

reveal a diverse display of invited talent and conduct an unfolding and inquisitive 

symphony on the invisible threads that connect us and the world. 

 

Other new works include a collaborative new album, Rock Art: Quicksilver (2017); an 

orgy of ego and merch’ worthy of Monet, Rock Art/Rock Shop (2017); an engine of  

anti-war for sneaking Glam and magic through the Gates of Troy, The First Great 

Deception (2017); and the rare opening of a new public library, The Collection and 

Reading Room (2017), where you can enjoy a limited edition of Hyatt-as-a-blend-of-tea. 

 

Hyatt is a Professor of Contemporary Art and Director of ART Labs at Liverpool School of 

Art and Design, challenging the very nature of what an art school and art can be and 

do in the world.  

The artist said: “It’s great to be invited to make a solo show at such a forward-looking 

venue as HOME. Rock Art explodes the notion of the lone genius, not by watering it 

down but by allowing us to lift ourselves together to new heights. The exhibition looks 

back from the future, elated by its own egoic passing. We can fly, manifest thoughts, 

communicate across the world instantaneously or destroy it. We are new gods. Let us 

start acting responsibly, loving and unselfish and care for our planet together. Rock Art 

will stretch reality like elastic – like being at the best gig ever.” 

 

Sarah Perks commented: "John Hyatt's practice is so exciting as its merges lots of 

mediums and involves lots of people collaboratively creating work with him, including a 

group of students from all 3 local universities producing their own alter egos. Rock Art 

also puts his status as a songwriter and musician at the heart of the show, and playfully 



 

addresses his own identity as part of The Three Johns. Aimed to surprise and delight, this 

exhibition makes clear John is one of the North West's most beloved and exciting artists." 

In partnership with Liverpool John Moores University, Manchester Metropolitan University 

and Salford University. 

 

 

The preview night for Rock Art on Fri 3 Feb will feature live folk music with guitar and 

piano by prolific artist and musician Jon Langford (founder of punk band The Mekons) 

with Barkley McKay, poetry by novelist, poet and singer Rosie Garland (The March 

Violets); live folk music with guitar and cello by singer songwriter Tom Hyatt with Maya 

McCourt; and a performance from John Hyatt’s original punk band The Three Johns. 

 

Details for other performances to be announced early 2017. 

 

- ends - 

For further information please contact: Elisa Ruff, HOME Senior Media and 

Communications Manager, +44 (0)161 212 3461, or elisa.ruff@HOMEmcr.org 
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NOTES TO EDITORS 

HOME, Manchester’s centre for international contemporary art, theatre, film and books, officially opened its 
doors over the 2015 May Bank Holiday weekend. Designed by Dutch architects Mecanoo and featuring a 
500-seat theatre; a 150-seat flexible theatre; a 500m2, 4m high gallery space; five cinema screens; digital 
production and broadcast facilities; a café bar and restaurant. HOME's theatres are a platform for 
questioning and ambitious artistic projects that involve audiences with new and extraordinary theatrical 
experiences. The international contemporary visual art programme is dedicated to presenting new 
commissions by emerging and established artists of regional, national and international significance, with a 
bold, proactive policy of visual, innovative storytelling with the ability to experiment and explore, probe and 
provoke, creating a distinct experience for both artists and audiences. HOME's five cinemas showcase the 
very best in contemporary and classic cinema, screening works by artists and filmmakers both established 
and new. HOME is a centre for co-production, talent development and artistic creation, dedicated to 
learning, for people of all ages. A place for new work and playful ideas; of festivals and commissions; of 
artists and of audience engagement. The patrons of HOME are Danny Boyle, former National Theatre 
Artistic Director Nicholas Hytner, actress Suranne Jones, playwright and poet Jackie Kay MBE, artists Rosa 
Barba and Phil Collins, filmmaker Asif Kapadia, and actress and author Meera Syal CBE. www.homemcr.org 

| @HOME_mcr 

 

John Hyatt is a painter, digital artist, video artist, photographer, designer, musician, printmaker, author and 
sculptor. Since 2010, Hyatt has exhibited in Australia, Brazil, China, India, Ireland, Portugal, Japan, the UK 
and the USA. He has a long and varied career and involvement in cultural practices, pedagogy, industry, 
urban regeneration, and communities. A transdisciplinary theorist, he is a polymath with an interest in arts 
and sciences. Hyatt recently received global popular media attention for his digital photographs of 
Rossendale Fairies. Music fans know John in many incarnations and collaborations but primarily as 
singer/songwriter with legendary post-punk band, The Three Johns. As a Professor at Manchester 
Metropolitan University, following 10 years as Head of Fine Art, Hyatt originated and developed the 
Research Institute, MIRIAD, and as its Director for 15 years he made it the UK’s 5th highest-rated arts research 
centre. In September 2016, John moved to become Professor in Contemporary Art at Liverpool John 
Moores University’s School of Art and Design where he currently works, appropriately, from the John Lennon 
Building. In October 2016, he became Research Leader for the School and Director of ART LABS, a 

networked set of specialist Artistic Research and Technologies Laboratories. www.johnhyatt.co.uk  

The Three Johns are a legendary post-punk/indie rock band formed in 1981 in Leeds. Favourites of John Peel 
and famous for their extensive gigging to support the Miners' Strike, they consist of vocalist, John Hyatt, 
guitarist, Jon Langford, and bassist, Phillip "John" Brennan, augmented by Hugo the drum machine. The 
band regularly appeared in the UK Indie Chart during the mid-1980s, with singles such as "A.W.O.L.", "Death 
of the European" (an NME "Single of the Week"), and "Brainbox (He's a Brainbox)" and have a reputation for 

never 'selling out' and for being one of the UK's most exciting live bands. 

Sarah Perks is Artistic Director: Visual Art at HOME, Manchester, and Professor of Visual Art at Manchester 
School of Art, MMU. Sarah is a curator, producer and academic with significant experience of international 
contemporary visual art, independent film and engagement. A specialist in artist feature length film (setting 
up Cornerhouse Artist Film in 2011), performance and participatory art, Perks has worked extensively with 
international established artists including Phil Collins, Jeremy Deller, Stanya Kahn, Rosa Barba, Rashid Rana, 

Clifford Owens, Jamie Shovlin and David Shrigley. @sarahperks 

 

 


