
 

 

 
 
 

Piramal Museum of Art presents ‘Likeness without reference – the cultures 
of forgery’ 

An educational show on the realm of authenticity in art  

 

 

Mumbai, January 6, 2017: To decipher the concepts behind identification of real and fake 

in art, the Piramal Museum of Art has opened an educative showcase titled ‘Likeness 

without reference – the cultures of forgery.’ The exhibit will be open for public viewing 

from 8th January to 31st March, 2017 at no cost. Piramal Museum of Art is located in 

Piramal Tower, Peninsula Corporate Park, Lower Parel, Mumbai. 

 

Art forgery can be dated as early as the 1930s and although not a new concept, it is 

increasingly widespread in India. ‘Likeness without reference – the cultures of 

forgery’ presents an informative opportunity for art enthusiasts and aims to equip them 

with the knowledge to identify methods of forgery in art. The showcase will shed light on 

the notion of ‘original,’ within the realm of prints and sculptures, the monetary differences, 

and the difficulty in authentication, despite several measures in place to counter the 

phenomenon. 

 

Speaking about the show, Dr. Swati Piramal, Vice Chairperson, Piramal Enterprises 

and Director, Piramal Art Foundation, said, “The Piramal Museum of Art was 

established with the goal to make art accessible to diverse audiences, and transform how 

people interact with art. Our current show gives every art enthusiast an opportunity to gain 

information on the authenticity of artworks, enabling them to enrich their engagement with 

art.” 

 

The exhibition will display various case studies on the works of pioneers from the Indian art 

spectrum, such as M.F. Husain, S.H. Raza, Jamini Roy and Raja Ravi Varma, amongst 

others artists whose works are commonly forged; as well as works in living traditions such 

as miniatures and Tanjore paintings. Each case study will also refer to the concept of ‘Due 

Diligence,’ an essential blueprint for individual collectors and secondary dealers, who 

transact in artworks.   

 

Ashvin Rajagopalan, Director, Piramal Art Foundation said, “Likeness Without 

Reference addresses the minute details associated with techniques to authenticate works, 

including common methods such as evaluation of authenticity certificates to more 

challenging processes such as quantifying ‘the artist’s hand’. In addition to the show, to 

bring alive the concept we will also be conducting a host of engaging events and 

workshops.” 

 

The Piramal Museum of Art is Mumbai’s first privately funded public museum. Set inside a 

commercial office complex, the Museum is a free to enter 7,000 sq. ft. space that 

showcases modern and contemporary Indian artworks. In addition to themed exhibitions, 

the Piramal Museum of Art also organizes workshops for children and adults, guided tours, 

lectures on Indian contemporary and modern art and art restoration. The purpose of these 

initiatives is to engage audience in an inclusive and dialogue encouraging space. 

 



 

 

About Piramal Art Foundation: 

The Piramal Art Foundation was founded in 2014 by the Piramal family. The aim of this 

foundation is to preserve the artistic heritage of modern & contemporary Indian art. The 

foundation will undertake the collection, preservation and documentation of artworks for 

public display as well as for research and education. 

 

Recognizing the importance of engaging communities, the Piramal Art Foundation has 

played a significant role in supporting various cultural initiatives that make art accessible to 

diverse audiences. From archiving and digitization of materials in artist's studios, to 

sponsoring important fine art exhibitions on a national level and supporting arts 

management programs in the country, the Foundation is devoted to providing institutional 

support to the arts. 
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