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NEW YORK, 2 February 2017 – Sotheby’s S|2 is pleased to present Raymond Pettibon: Four 

Decades, a selling exhibition in our New York gallery space featuring the artist’s iconic works on 
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paper. On view from 2 February – 17 March 2017, the exhibition showcases many of the familiar and 

reoccurring characters and motifs from Pettibon’s career, including surfers, trains, baseball players 

and femme-fatales. The exhibition coincides with the February opening of The New Museum’s 

Raymond Pettibon: A Pen of All Work, the first major museum survey of the artist in New York.  

 
VIEW HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE EXHIBITION ON SOTHEBYS.COM 

 
The S|2 exhibition explores the unique world of Raymond Pettibon - one born out of popular culture, 

the counterculture in its multiple forms, politics, sports, voyeurism, religion, nostalgia and a sense of 

failed heroic identity. The backdrop for Pettibon's world is the greater global American landscape 

and the characters who inhabit it are either real or appropriated from real life. This world is neither 

enlightened nor demonized, but rather put under the interrogation lamp to secure a clearer 

understanding of self. It is Pettibon’s ability to blend his prose and image together, both unique and 

borrowed, that creates this new universe which so closely mimics our own. Although on the surface 

the artist’s work may seem pessimistic or even nihilistic, there is a feeling that through the darkness 

a new profound understanding of self can be discovered, and with that a glorious truth. The works 

set forth in Raymond Pettibon: Four Decades demonstrate the ways in which the artist has stepped 

out into the world of Contemporary Art and challenged perceptions of what our real identity might 

be, for better or worse. 

 

ABOUT S|2 

S|2 is Sotheby’s Contemporary art gallery, offering year-round exhibition programming and bespoke private sales. 

With dedicated gallery space in New York, London and Hong Kong, S|2 presents selling exhibitions exploring the work of 

celebrated artists, such as Jean-Michel Basquiat, Keith Haring, Yayoi Kusama, Frank Stella and Claude and François-Xavier 

Lalanne, as well as shows curated by influential art world figures like Vito Schnabel. 

 

FOR MORE NEWS FROM SOTHEBY’S 
News & Video: http://www.sothebys.com/en/news-video.html  
Twitter: www.twitter.com/sothebys 
Instagram: www.instagram.com/sothebys  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/sothebys  
Snapchat ID: sothebys 
YouTube: www.youtube.com/SothebysTV  
Weibo: www.weibo.com/sothebyshongkong 
WeChat ID: sothebyshongkong 

Sotheby’s has been uniting collectors with world-class works of art since 1744. Sotheby’s became the first international 
auction house when it expanded from London to New York (1955), the first to conduct sales in Hong Kong (1973), India 
(1992) and France (2001), and the first international fine art auction house in China (2012). Today, Sotheby’s presents 
auctions in 10 different salesrooms, including New York, London, Hong Kong and Paris, and Sotheby’s BidNow program 
allows visitors to view all auctions live online and place bids from anywhere in the world. Sotheby’s offers collectors the 
resources of Sotheby’s Financial Services, the world’s only full-service art financing company, as well as the collection 
advisory services of its subsidiary, Art Agency, Partners.  Sotheby’s presents private sale opportunities in more than 70 
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categories, including S|2, the gallery arm of Sotheby's Global Fine Art Division, and two retail businesses, Sotheby’s 
Diamonds and Sotheby’s Wine. Sotheby’s has a global network of 80 offices in 40 countries and is the oldest company 
listed on the New York Stock Exchange (BID). 
 
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Prices achieved include the hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are net 
of any fees paid to the purchaser where the purchaser provided an irrevocable bid. 
 

Images are available upon request 
Browse sale catalogues, view original content, stream live auctions and more at www.sothebys.com , and through 

Sotheby’s apps for iPhone, iPad, Android, Apple TV and Amazon Fire 
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