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With its first thematic group exhibition How Long Is Now?, the KINDL – Centre for Contemporary Art will 
focus on the theme of the contemporary and question its importance for current artistic production. The title of 
the exhibition points to the fundamental difficulty of reflecting on a time while it is occurring. Time is fleeting, 
and every moment has already passed as soon as we become aware of it. This results in the paradoxical demand 
that the contemporary remain close to his or her own time while also keeping an observing distance. After all, 
this distanced reflection allows us to understand the present. 
 
The works featured in the exhibition make the contemporary visible in various ways and not only demonstrate its 
importance for current artistic production, but also continually actively involve the viewer. They deal with the 
reflective, active participation in a time and aspects of the synchronous experience of time, and ask questions 
about the extent to which the past and the future meet in the contemporary. What usually can only be witnessed 
in the sequential flow of time will be made visible in a parallel presentation in the exhibition. 
 
What does it mean to be contemporary? According to common definitions of the word, it simply means to be in 
the same time as others, to share the same time. But this seemingly simple definition assumes many things: for 
instance, the idea that it is possible to share the same time independent of location—that is, it assumes a 
synchronous world; it also presupposes an awareness of a shared time as well as, not least, the act of sharing 
itself. This results not only in our belonging to our own time as contemporaries, but also in the possibility of 
acting and effecting change.  
 
The social and political implication stems from the root of zeitgenössisch, the German word for “contemporary.” 
Because being contemporary means being with one’s time and not only in one’s time, the art historian and 
philosopher Boris Groys advocates making a sharper distinction with the English word “contemporary” and 
understanding it as meaning ‘comrade of time’. In this sense, the contemporary is not only associated with 
coexistence, but always also an individual service. It demands that we place ourselves in the present, draw on 
experiences from the past, and develop a perspective for the future. Unlike the present moment, the word 
“contemporary” thus encompasses a reflected global period of time that also includes this moment. 
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