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A.I.R. Gallery is pleased to announce Familiar Stranger, an exhibition of recent 
photographs by Fellowship Artist Manal Abu-Shaheen. This is Abu-Shaheen’s 
first solo exhibition in New York City.

Familiar Stranger brings together a selection of black and white landscape and 
street photographs from Abu-Shaheen’s ongoing series Beirut. Shot in the city 
where she was born this series explores the monumental scale of western 
advertising in relationship to the post-war developing urban setting. 
Abu-Shaheen examines how the idealized image of one culture interacts with 
the reality of another.

The photographs in Familiar Stranger contemplate advertisements featuring 
female protagonists. The ads present hyper familiar typologies: fashion models 
and globally recognizable celebrities. In the context of the city of Beirut, these 
familiar women become incongruous strangers. The exhibition considers 
connections between the imagery we see in contemporary Beirut and the city’s 
colonial past. A supermodel is transformed from objectified into a symbol of cultural and economic power. The congestion of billboards reveals 
the city’s occupation by images of a di�erent place and people, a euro-centric cultural dominance that asserts the necessity of its presence for the 
achievement of progress.  Familiar Stranger ponders the ways that dominant culture becomes internalized and transformed.  In an arena outside 
of its origin, the dialogue around the representation of women in western media takes on layers of new meaning, which become inextricably 
linked to the social history of a distant place.
  
Manal Abu-Shaheen (b. 1982) is a Queens-based artist born in Beirut, Lebanon. She received a MFA in Photography from the Yale School of Art, New 
Haven, CT in 2011; a BA from Sarah Lawrence College, Bronxville, NY in 2003; and attended Lebanese American University, Byblos, Lebanon in 
1999. Her work has been exhibited at the Queens Museum, Queens, NY (2016); The Center for Fine Art Photography, Fort Collins, CO (2016); 
Crosstown Arts, Memphis, TN (2016); The Bronx Museum of the Arts, Bronx, NY (2015); The Print Shop at MoMA PS1, Queens, NY (2014); Camera 
Club of New York, NY (2013); and Welch School of Art and Design Galleries, Atlanta, GA (2012), among others. She is a 2016/17 participant in Lower 
Manhattan Cultural Council's Workspace residency program, and a recipient of the 2015 Artist in the Marketplace Residency at the Bronx Museum 
of the Arts. She currently teaches at the City College of New York. 

For  more on the artist, visit www.manalabushaheen.com

Now in it’s 24th year, A.I.R.’s Fellowship Program provides a year-long career development intensive for emerging and underrepresented women 
artists. Each year, six artists join the gallery as honorary members. The program includes a solo show, a community-based project, workshops with 
professionals in the field, studio visits, and life-long support and collaboration with the A.I.R. Community. To find out more about the program, 
please visit www.airgallery.org.

Untitled (Shoppers). Beirut, Lebanon, 2015, Archival fiber inkjet print, 22 x 33 inches


