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Next winter, the Belvedere will be the first museum in Vienna to devote a solo exhibition to Vik 
Muniz. The artist lives in New York and Rio de Janeiro. His series “Verso” will be presented in 
the form of an intervention together with important works of the permanent collection at the 
Upper Belvedere. Muniz’s works are precise three-dimensional reproductions of the reverse 
sides of outstanding paintings from art history housed in collections around the globe.  

Muniz has been working on the “Verso” series for fifteen years now. With his replicas of the 
reverse sides of Gustav Klimt’s Kiss and Egon Schiele’s Embrace, he has reinterpreted two 
further masterpieces of the visual arts in an exceptional and unmistakable fashion. Two 
important paintings owned by the Belvedere have thus been added to Muniz’s series of 
outstanding works of art, which comprises Da Vinci’s Mona Lisa, Van Gogh’s Starry Night, 
Vermeer’s Girl with a Pearl Earring, Fabritius’s Goldfinch, Rembrandt’s Anatomy Lesson of Dr 
Tulp, and Picasso’s Les Demoiselles d’Avignon.  

The verso of each painting is unique and tells us about its history in a peculiarly intimate, 
masked, and frequently encrypted manner. Owners have added their respective labels; 
exhibitions are registered there, and customs stamps attest to frequently far travels these 
works undertook. The recto remains hidden and is only conjured up in our imagination. The 
exact reproduction of a verso also leaves open the question of whether the work is an original 
or a copy. The exhibition conveys the image of its own installation, the period of time before it 
opens, and visitors seem to be able to catch a glimpse of a moment they otherwise miss. 
Nevertheless it soon becomes clear that these are works of art in their own right, sculptural 
works that integrate with the presentation of the collection as autonomous creations.  
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