
A photo from the exhibition © DOX 

A photo from the exhibition © DOX 

 

 

P r e s s  R e l e a s e  /  9  F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 7  

 

An AAAD Studio Exhibition Shows What Contemporary 
Painting Is 
 
Material 307 / 10 February – 8 May 2017 

 

The Material 307 exhibition presents the best of what has come out of 

classroom No. 307 at the Academy of Arts, Architecture and Design in Prague, 

this being the Painting Studio headed by Jiří Černický. The intermedia exhibition 

at the DOX Centre for Contemporary Art proves that today, paintings are no 

longer just pictures that hang on a wall, but that they also exist as 3D objects 

and in installations. The exhibition formulates the question what contemporary 

art means, and presents its variegated forms. 

 

The Painting Studio at the AAAD facilitated the growth of many prominent artists in the 

field of painting. At the same time, it is giving rise to a new generation that is exposing 

the medium of painting to new challenges. Since 2010, the Painting Studio has been 

headed by Jiří Černický and Marek Meduna, who together are creating a place for 

experimentation. According to them, the studio is a place where various formal attitudes 

and opinions meet, their plurality constantly 

facilitating constant, active discussion. 

 

“I see the studio as an open platform, where the 

task of teachers is not to guide students toward 

technical perfection, but toward an emancipated, 

self-confident dialogue and a mutual sharing of 

ideas. Painting can take any form – but the 

important thing is how artists think about it and 

how they are capable of interpreting and 

contextualizing these thoughts,” explains Jiří 

Černický. 

 

The exhibition presents the work of 21 artists – both 

graduates and students currently attending the studio, a number of which have already 

successfully established themselves on the art scene: 

 

Filip Dvořák presents work that is on the cusp of an object and a painting, made of 

extruded polystyrene, in which he plays a formal spatial game with cutouts of historical 

ornamental and modern motifs. Gabriela Těthalová processes reality in abstract visual 

codes that she derives from the world of mathematics. Her canvases contain pseudo-

random objects and shapes that she juxtaposes into constellations. Jan Zdvořák creates 

minimalist objects inspired by urban fixtures, City Lights display cabinets in which 

fluorescent tubes shine through classical canvases. 

 

Markéta Jáchimová deals with the notion of 

emptiness, and thus often bases her work on 

ancient mythology. At the exhibition, she presents a 

monumental painting of tree crowns painted with 

her own black pigment made from burnt wood, 

along with a statue of four cypress trees. The 

abstract paintings of Martin Lukáč are 

characterized by an unfettered style that is enriched 

by references to post-war expressionism. Zuzana 

Ondroušková experiments with the canvas and its 
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possibilities, assembles mosaics from fragments of her family photos, creates collages 

and assemblages. The aesthetics of her works often relates to the tradition of the Czech 

interwar avant-garde. Aside from paintings and three-dimensional objects, the exhibition 

also includes monumental mural art from Jakub Choma and Adam Vít. A painterly 

interpretation of moving images are then presented at the exhibition in videos by Martin 

Nytra and Mark Rohel. 

 

For the exhibition, curators Patricie Fexová (a PhD graduate from the Painting Studio at 

AAAD) and Eva Skopalová (a fine art theoretician and historian) selected the most 

mature works by the studio’s students and graduates that simultaneously present the 

broad possibilities of the medium of painting. 

 

“Our main emphasis was on creating a structure 

between individual artefacts that would be a 

reflection of discourse within the studio. Significance 

then arises within a network of works, thus 

somewhere between them,” says Eva Skopalová. 

 

“The intent of the exhibition is to ask what painting 

means today. The beauty of this question consists in 

the impossibility of answering it completely,” adds 

Patricie Fexová. 

 

Exhibition curators: Patricie Fexová, Eva Skopalová 

 

Exhibiting artists: Tomáš Alfery, Iveta Bradáčová, Filip Dvořák, Jakub Choma, Markéta 

Jáchimová, Josefína Klimentová, Martin Kolarov, David Krňanský, Martin Lukáč, Martin 

Nytra, Zuzana Ondroušková, Kateřina Palešníková, Žaneta Reková, Mark Rohel, Lucie 

Rubínová, Alžběta Říhová, Gabriela Těthalová, Adam Vít, Alexandrina Yordanová, Aleš 

Zapletal, Jan Zdvořák 

 

ATTENDANT PROGRAMME (in Czech) 

9 March and 5 April | 6:00 p.m.  

Special guided tours with the curators and artists, free of charge with a valid admission 

ticket, registration required at rezervace@dox.cz 

 

19 April | 9:00 – 5:00 p.m. 

Contiguous Layer – a conference on contemporary painting with art theoreticians and 

paintings; after the conference ends, there will be a launch of the Painting Studio 

catalogue. 

 

High resolution photos are available for download at http://www.dox.cz/en/press 
 
Media Contact 
Zuzana Masná 
+420 295 568 102, +420 775 442 362 
zuzana@dox.cz  
 
DOX Centre for Contemporary Art 
Poupětova 1, 170 00, Praha 7 
Opening hours: Mon 10am – 6pm, Tue closed, Wed&Fri 11am – 7pm, Thu 11am – 9pm, Sat&Sun 10am – 6pm. 

 
Co-organizer: UMPRUM 
 
DOX Partners: The Capital City of Prague, Metrostav, The Ministry of Culture of the CR,  
Premiant City Tour 
 
DOX Media Partners: Hospodářské noviny, RESPEKT, Art&Antiques, Prague Events Calendar 
 
The DOX Centre's activities are supported by a grant from the City of Prague in the amount of 7,000,000 
CZK for the year 2017. 
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