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Gallery EM is pleased to present a solo exhibition by Hyoungsun Chang, entitled Hello Again, from February 

23 to April 8, 2017. This is Chang’s second solo show at Gallery EM in 5 years, and will feature approximately 

10 new pieces, including paintings and installations. Chang is known for her unique text-based works in the 

pop-art style. If her previous works were texts predicated on the impossibility of communication through 

language alone, the new works showcased in this exhibition reflect the artist’s current attitude, which is 

represented by text with added semantic layers. Using this visual language, the artist attempts to communicate 

to the viewer the importance of the present.  

Art and language have long been interconnected. Like Ed Ruscha and Barbara Kruger, who are well known 

for their use of language and their activities in the contemporary art world, Chang creates in her work an 

environment in which text itself is an object with a meaning. Specifically, her use of ‘speech bubbles’ breaks 

down the boundaries between image and text. Through speech bubbles, which are most commonly used to 

visualize communication in cartoons, she visually represents the words exchanged in ordinary human 

relationships and deliberates on the incompleteness of communication through mere language. As an extension 

of these earlier efforts, her new works explore stories from her personal experience that reflect her inner world 

yet are comprehensible to other people.  

In her new works, the artist’s view of the world and the stance of the artist is prominent: she tries to focus on 

the present moment even in a confusing environment or when facing a problem that seems difficult to 

overcome. The speech bubbles of her earlier work, which symbolized invisible communication, have been 

expanded to represent the symbolic significance of superficial or momentary things, ‘countless numbers’ of 

which float around us. For the artist, these superficial and transitory things are of no great objective significance, 

but she values and embraces them as things that constitute her present self. Chang’s works allow viewers to 

ask questions about the boundary between meaninglessness and meaningfulness, and these profound values 

are expressed in cheerful variations through pop-art icons. We hope that viewers will share and empathize with 

the artist’s hopeful outlook on life in the midst of discouraging and seemingly hopeless circumstances.  

The work entitled I (made with memory) is composed of colorful acrylic speech bubbles that form the letter 

‘I’; these bubbles are reflected in mirrors in the background. This represents the artist’s understanding of 

herself and others who ‘reflect’ or ‘refract’ their surrounding environments and personal experiences. Although 

she currently lives with and alongside superficial things, they are of no meaning to her. In the work You Did 

Not Forget Anything, Chang reveals her inner feelings in a cartoon-style series, especially her attempt to hold 

on to unchangeable things. In the work Hello Again, which gives the exhibition its title, the words of greeting 

rise like the sun above a blue sea in speech bubbles. This rather optimistic image gives us a clue to the artist’s 

attitude: she is earnestly trying to enjoy the present moment of her life and to develop a bond of empathy with 

viewers.  

Hyoungsun Chang (b. 1971) studied for a BFA and an MFA at Ewha Women’s University, and obtained 

another MFA from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois. She has held solo shows at 

Gallerie BHAK, Seoul (1998), Keum Ho Art Museum, Seoul (2006), SOMA Drawing Center, Seoul (2010) 

and Gallery EM, Seoul (2012, 2017), and participated in a number of group exhibitions, such as Exhibition 

of American Art at the Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago, Chicago (2003); Cross Culture at Seoul Art Centre, 



   

 

Seoul (2008); and Cartoon World, SOMA, Seoul (2012). She has also contributed to important international 

events such as the In-Cheon Women’s Art Biennale, Incheon (2006) and the Shanghai Art Fair, Shanghai 

(2007). She has won numerous awards, including the 17th Choong-Ang Fine Arts Prize (1999), Best of Show 

honors in the 10th Oklahoma Biennale: CENTERFOLD (2002), third prize in the POSCO Steel Art 

Competition (2008) and a 12 Into Drawing Award (2010), and was nominated for the William and Dorothy 

Yeck Award (2003).  


