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Press release Berlin, February 8, 2017

n.b.k. Showroom
Bani Abidi
An Unforeseen Situation

Curator: Kathrin Becker

March 7 – April 30, 2017 *
* During Gallery Weekend 2017, the exhibition will be open on Saturday, April 29, 2017 and Sunday,  
April 30, 2017, from 12 – 6pm. On April 14, 2017, the Showroom will be closed.

Opening: Friday, March 3, 2017, 7pm

The press preview will take place on Friday, March 3, 2017 at 5:30 pm. The curator and artist will be 
present.

Bani Abidi is one of the internationally best-known Pakistani artists of today. In her works she raises ques-
tions about social and political power structures as well as national identity in the context of the 
subcontinent’s fraught history. The trauma of the “partition”, the process of India and Pakistan being parti-
tioned in 1947, entailing violent clashes, the displacement of 20 million people and nearly one million vic-
tims, continues to live on in the relationship between the two countries. Based on everyday and historical 
events, which are often fictionalized by her, Bani Abidi addresses the political and cultural relations bet-
ween Pakistan, India and the West, as well as cultural similarities and opposites between the nations of the 
subcontinent.

Abidi, who for a long time lived in New Delhi, handles the aspects of the reconstruction of history and the 
construction of memory with a sense of humor that is based on the conviction that the narrative of history is 
often characterized by current claims to political power. Facts and fiction intermingle in her video- and 
photography-based work, which at the same time plays with elements of the documentary. Claims to the 
“truth content” of the images and conceptions, by which people are classified on the basis of religious be-
liefs or cultural practices, are constantly undermined in Abidi’s work.



n.b.k.

neuer.berliner.kunstverein.e.V.

Chausseestraße 128/129 — 10115 Berlin — +49 [0]30  280 70 20 /21 /22 /fax 19 — nbk@nbk.org

In the video work An Unforeseen Situation (2015), Abidi refers to a series of orchestrated competitions orga-
nized by the Ministry of Sport in the Pakistani region of Punjab in 2014. According to reports, Pakistan 
broke several world records during these mass events. Bani Abidi uses this as an opportunity to tell her own 
version of a failed competition, which was dedicated to be the greatest mass singing of the national anthem.

Biography
Bani Abidi (b. 1971 in Karachi, Pakistan, living in Berlin and Karachi), solo exhibitions include Kunsthaus 
Hamburg (2016); Dallas Contemporary (2015); Experimenter, Calcutta (2013); Baltic Center for Contem-
porary Art, Gateshead (2011). Group exhibitions include Aga Khan Museum, Toronto (2014/2015); Berlin 
Biennale (2014); Guggenheim Museum, New York (2013); ICA, London (2013); Württembergischer Kunst-
verein Stuttgart (2013; 2012); Haus der Kulturen der Welt, Berlin (2012); Kochi-Muziris Biennale (2012); 
Shanghai Biennale (2012); dOCUMENTA (13), Kassel (2012); National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts (2011); 
Devi Art Foundation, Delhi (2011); ZKM, Karlsruhe (2011, 2007); Whitechapel Art Gallery, London (2010); 
Fotomuseum Winterthur (2010); Marrakech Biennale (2009); Lyon Biennale (2009); Asia Society, New York 
(2009, 2006); Gwangju Biennale (2008); Seoul International Media Art Biennale (2008); Singapore Bien-
nale (2006).

For further information and images please log in to the site www.nbk.org under “Press”.  
Username: “presse”, password: “n.b.k.2017”.
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