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FiveMyles is pleased to announce Foundations a two-person exhibition of new sculpture by two 
mid-career Brooklyn artists, Kimberly Mayhorn and A.V. Ryan. For both artists, architecture has 
been a source of inspiration for many years. Mayhorn states, “The size of the buildings and 
structures, as well as the environment that it is located in, can have a strong influence on one’s 
thought process and well being.” In Foundations, both artists work reflects their opposing views 
on the grid.  
 
A.V. Ryan creates abstract sculptures evoking an intimacy and tenderness of human form. 
Combining steel and concrete elements to contextualize the vulnerability of human life within 
larger, historical forces. A.V. states, “I work conceptually but there is often a historical reference. 
With almost all the works in the show, I was working in response to the shroud Rubens' "Descent 
from the Cross," a light-filled piece of cloth that seemed to contain all the life of the dead body 
beside it." A.V. often polishes the final layers of gesso to a soft, matte glow to “coax light from the 
materials as a way to assert presence beyond the surface.” A.V.'s forms are built up slowly - 
seemingly undulating and round using thin layers of paper, joint compound and gessoes.  
 
Kimberly Mayhorn sees the world "as a lexicon of invisible grids and how bodies move through 
them." Mayhorn constructs her sculptures with industrial materials - steel, cement, wood and 
plaster, but with the intent of striping away the initial purpose of the materials by freeing the 
material from its established connotations to create a new contemporary language for the work. In 
her new body of work, Mayhorn is interested in exploring how our environment and geographic 
influence - such as redlining, dictates how we think, move, and process our ideas and ideologies 
in the world. 
 
In conjunction with the exhibition, FiveMyles will hold an artist talk moderated by Hanne Tierney, 
with both artists present on Saturday, April 1, 4-5:30p. 
 
 
 



About the artists 
 
Kimberly Mayhorn is a self-taught multi-disciplinary artist utilizing installation, sculpture, dance 
and film/video. She is a Whitney Museum of American Art, Independent Study Fellow, and was 
selected by Essence magazine as one of "30 Women to Watch.” Mayhorn’s work has shown in a 
variety of institutions such as The Bronx Museum of the Arts; Rush Arts, NY; The African 
American Museum in Philadelphia, The University Museum at Texas Southern University, 
Houston; and the African American Museum in Dallas. She has also collaborated with 
choreographers Dai Jian, Shalewa Mackall, Jill Marie Vallery and the late Lowell Dennis Smith. 
She has also participated in artist residencies at Yaddo, Socrates Sculpture Park, and Sculpture 
Space, among others. 

A.V. Ryan is a visual artist who currently lives and works in Brooklyn. She received a BFA in 
Visual Arts at the Rutgers/Mason Gross School of Art in New Jersey in 2010, and has exhibited 
her work at Sweet Lorraine Gallery in Brooklyn, Gallery Aferro in Newark (NJ), Sideshow Gallery 
in Brooklyn, and ZieherSmith Gallery in New York. She built an architectural installation, the 
temple project, in residency at Art Farm Nebraska (2012-2014).  

GALLERY HOURS: 
Thursday through Sunday, 1pm to 6pm; or by appointment.  

DIRECTIONS: 
Take 2, 3, or 4 trains to Franklin Avenue. Walk two blocks against the traffic on Franklin. Walk ¾ 
block to 558 St. Johns Place. FiveMyles is within easy walking distance from the Brooklyn 
Museum. 
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