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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
NEW YORK - De Buck Gallery is pleased to announce 
Opulent Landscapes, an upcoming group exhibition 
featuring works by Jeppe Hein, Jeffrey Gibson, Sislej 
Xhafa, Robert Lazzarini, Gal Weinstein, Juan 
Garaizabal, Martin Kline, Fabian Marcaccio, Seren 
Morey, Nir Hod, Li Shurui and Will Ryman, curated 
by Rachel D. Vancelette. The exhibition will be on view 
from February 27 through May 26, 2017 with a public 
opening reception held at the gallery on Monday, 
February 27 from 6-8 PM.  
 
Opulent Landscapes presents several exceptional 
artists who will examine themes related to dream-like 
realities and alternative architectural spaces, both in 
real time and in altered computerized creations. Using 
concepts of optical distortion within their individual 
artistic practice, the active exercise of “hand versus 

machine” is revealed using a variety of materials, transporting the viewer’s visual experiences. 
Their creations alter 3D space and time, using lavish patterns of materiality and alternative 
elements, from slick surface painting to remarkable views of altered graphic relief. 
 
Actionism is a newly coined term in today’s contemporary art field. These artists will explore 
their individual roles within this concept, by means of the ongoing dichotomy created by using 
manual and automatized creative process. The question of how to interpret the meaning of this 
term is posed to each artist, propelling a conversation into the current state of artist studios, and 
addressing creative historical perspectives on the use of computerized machines versus identity 
and handcraft. 
 
Artworks’ materiality and on-going process now play a vital role in each artist’s studio practice 
and artistic statement. From the “handmade to the machine made”, the audience will see a shift 
in the perceived narrative of how each artwork was created. Examination of handmade 
traditions in artistic studio practice can now be removed from the actual materials process, 
and/or enhanced by classic, but computerized, methods of weaving, painting, printing and 
sculpture.  From the beginning and end points of 3D printings, to the molded, cut, glued and 
colored patterns, the artist can trick the eye of the viewer at any moment. Gestures, lines, 
movement and materials all transport the audience to an unrestricted vision of multiple 
landscapes and dream-like adventures. 
 
On the occasion of this exhibition, Ms. Vancelette will conduct interviews and a panel discussion 
forum investigating the term “Actionism” in contemporary practice of art studios today.  
 
For all press inquiries and press preview, please contact Charlotte Panis at De Buck Gallery: 
charlotte@debuckgallery.com or +1 212 255 5735.  
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Fabian Marcaccio 
 
An innovator of contemporary art, Marcaccio is inspired by many themes from his crosscultural 
background to exploring the relationship between traditional fine art techniques and digital art.   
From this he gained attention from his unique paintings, in which he coined the term paintants, 
to describe them. His work revolves around time and space relations composed of sculptures 
and photo-based works.  Fabian will present textural sculpture and wall works for the 
exhibition. 
 
Gal Weinstein  
 
Gal Weinstein, who has been selected to represent Israel at the upcoming 57th Venice Biennale 
for Art, is an artist known to explore the relationship between materials and spaces, as well as 
his critical analysis of Israeli iconographies and political matters. Weinstein seeks to create a 
meeting point between art and reality whilst questioning the concepts of decoration and utility. 
Weinstein’s work in various materials allows him to create visual illusions that have led to his 
involvement in the upcoming Venice Biennale. He will present three works for the exhibition 
involving materials such as steel wool, PVC and wood. 
 
Jeppe Hein 
 
Firmly rooted in 1970s minimalist and conceptual traditions, Jeppe Hein’s work has evolved into 
perceptually engaging and inventive installations. Specializing in large-scale sculptures and site-
specific works, Hein blends technology in his art, often reflecting its surroundings and inviting 
the viewer to interact.  The work presented on the occasion of the exhibition will generate 
spontaneous reactions and social connection, much like his public works seen internationally in 
public sculpture gardens.  
 
Martin Kline  
 
A pioneer of encaustic painting and sculpture, Martin Kline has experimented with many 
revolutionary techniques that have led to his distinct use of textures and organic shapes. From 
drip paintings to low relief sculptures, Kline incorporates unique materials in the finishing of his 
work, which includes bronze, stainless steel, and carbon steel.  Martin will present two brightly 
colored works executed in his signature encaustic technique, suggesting otherworldly 
landscapes. 
 
Sislej Xhafa  
 
Sislej Xhafa, who will be representing the Republic of Kosovo at the upcoming Venice Biennale, 
is known for his artwork that challenges many cultural stereotypes, social stigmas, and other 
institutional structures. 
Using his experimental artwork to criticize consumerism and provoke thought among his 
viewers, Xhafa’s works are inspired by contemporary themes such as mass tourism, forced 
illegality, identity and nationality, suffrage, and mythologies.  Sislej is creating a site-specific 
sculpture/installation on the occasion of the exhibition.  
 
Juan Garaizabal  
 
Though an artist of many mediums, Spanish artist Juan Garaizabal is mostly known for his 
monumental public sculptures. Regarded for his conceptualism, Garaizabal often transforms or 
recreates architectural icons into interactive landscapes that communicate with the audience.  A 
large part of his work is made by hand, using such techniques as forging, carpentry, 
electricity, plasticity, and masonry – all skills acquired through time and experimentation. A 
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larger sculpture will be presented which is taken from his upcoming presentation in Tuileries 
Garden in Paris.  
 
Robert Lazzarini  
 
Walking the line between reality and illusion, Robert Lazzarini creates disturbing distortions of 
common objects, challenging perception and what we understand to be the limits of the material 
world. Acting as a mediator between the second and third dimensions, Lazzarini challenges his 
viewers into questioning and understanding our visual perceptions of the physical world that 
surrounds us. Lazzarini’s use of everyday objects gives his artwork a tangible quality and is 
inspired by mathematical distortions. Lazzarini will be presenting two new paintings. 
 
Jeffrey Gibson  
 
Jeffrey Gibson creates geometric abstract paintings and sculptures.  His works blend both Native 
American and modernist influences and frequently contains text. Charged with personal 
meaning, elaborately embroidered in beadwork, the text serves as a testament that design can 
have content. Gibson appropriates phrases from popular song lyrics, social movements and has 
recently incorporated his own writings. Working across multiple medias including painting and 
sculpture, the artist will present three works on the occasion of the exhibition. The works include 
a punching bag, painting and series of works on paper.  
 
Will Ryman 
 
A New York-based artist with specializations in sculpture, painting, and installations, Ryman is 
known for his larger than life objects that invite viewers into engagement. Using a variety of 
materials to help elevate meaning in his work, Ryman is inspired by topics such as 
industrialization, globalization, historical complexities, and political issues that have gained 
attention from many over the years. Ryman will be presenting works from his “Coal Series.” The 
works presented are based on the study of military formations and topography of these 
formations using found materials such as coal, gold and casted objects representing key 
resources often fought over.  
 
Li Shurui  
 
Taking a realist approach to acrylic painting, Li Shurui extensively uses an airbrushing technique 
on her works that are inspired by light, space, and the movement between them. Earlier 
fascinated by urban nightlife, Shurui now focuses on capturing light from all angles. Done 
mostly in large scales, Shurui is able to immerse her viewers into her works by the 
overwhelming emotive presence that they evoke with their energy and color. Shurui will present 
an earlier work that exhibits bright colors and her unique execution of optical space. 
 
 
Seren Morey 
 
Seren Morey is a contemporary visual artist based in New York. Initially an art instructor upon 
graduation at the Pratt Insitute, she became inspired in her teachings of light, color, and design. 
Today she produces art in various mediums including sculptural resin that represents the 
neurological networks and energy within the human body. Morey finds the organic qualities of 
her materials to be fundamental to obtaining both vulnerability and science in her creations. 
 Most recently, her paintings have gone beyond references of biological/botanical morphology 
and evolved into organic, slightly monstrous objects that are playful and might be found in some 
fairytale world. Seren will present a small series of recent works on the occasion of the 
exhibition. 
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Nir Hod 
 
For Opulent Landscapes, Nir Hod’s skyscape painting is inspired by French romantic artist 
Théodore Géricault’s The Raft of the Medusa, along with the Arab Spring, a time of revolution and 
political events that began in 2010 in Tunisia. Presenting recurring themes of introspection and 
longing, Hod also incorporates the idea of complexity between peace and fragility here. Painting 
his sky piece in a chrome finish, to showcase the way we see and reflect on events today, Hod 
seeks to remind us about the fragility of life and to find peace in every moment. Nir will present 
one painting from his most recent series on the occasion of the exhibition. 
 


