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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
Loop Gallery presents  

 

Yael Brotman          

     Time. Story. Tree. 
 

 
 
February 25 – March 19, 2017       
   
Reception: March 4, 3-6 p.m. 
 
 
 

 
Yael Brotman presents a new installation of work that contemplates raw material, process and universal 
stories that infuse our constructions and artifacts with poetry and truth. 
 
In this exhibition, Brotman brings together various stages of creating, from the textural rubbings of bark of 
ancient trees on Haida Gwaii, to notation, documentation, translation from drawing to silkscreen, and 
transformation into three-dimensional structures. 
 
In summer 2016, Brotman participated in a residency on Haida Gwaii, sponsored by Parks Canada and the 
Haida Gwaii Museum. She was struck by the legends she heard and read about Foamwoman and about 
eagles, ravens and turtles. There were marked parallels to the use of animals and birds in Western European 
tales; and the iconography of Foamwoman was remarkably similar to the multi-breasted Diana of Ephesus.  
 
Brotman’s process is simplicity magnified into complexity. Basically she uses scissors and tape. Her 
drawings also embody the simplest of approaches—direct rubbings. But there is a point of departure into 
contemporary technology, like the GPS used to find the culturally modified trees deep in the Haida forest, the 
use of the silkscreen printmaking process, and the use of Mylar as the substrate. In this way Brotman’s 
material and process meld time and tales. 
 
Yael Brotman lives and works in Toronto. She has exhibited nationally at public galleries and artist-run 
centres, and internationally at museums, private galleries and university galleries. She has been awarded 
grants and attended artist residencies in numerous countries including China, Australia, Ireland, Scotland, 
and Haida Gwaii. Brotman has recently been chosen as an RCA elect, to be inducted in May 2017. She is a 
Lecturer at the University of Toronto Scarborough and is president of the board of CARFAC Ontario. 
 
 
 
Image: Yael Brotman, In the house of saving things, silkscreen on Mylar, graphite, tape, and theatre gels, 2017.  
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