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1301PE is pleased to present MacArthur Fellow Uta Barth’s first new 
work in five years. Barth’s third solo exhibition at the gallery will 
feature In the light and shadow of Morandi and Untitled 2017, two 
bodies of work which continue her over two-decade long exploration 
into the nature of vision and conventions of picture-making.  

Barth’s conceptual photographic practice is fuelled by the question of how we perceive, versus what 
we see. She first gained critical acclaim in the 1990s for her Ground and Field series, in which she 
turned her attention to the information contained in a photograph’s often forgotten peripheral 
background.  

 “I want my viewer to engage and submerge themselves in the act of looking and not in thoughts 
about what they are looking at.” – Uta Barth 

Barth’s new series In the light and shadow of Morandi presents the viewer with single images of 
ethereal still lifes. Inspired by a love for Morandi's repetitious rendering of the same familiar subjects 
and his tireless attention to the slightest changes of light and form, Barth continues her turn from 
observer of existing light to her newer practice of actively drawing with light. These images, 
ambiguous as to their making, render a new type of glowing luminosity. They are presented in 
sculptural, irregular shapes, which are necessitated by the extreme parallax correction needed to 
create these mysterious images. The work continues to foreground and embrace the difference 
between camera vision and human perception, a theme that has for long been at the center of her 
work. 
A second project, entitled Untitled 2017, observes the most minimal changes that lie at the very edge 
of our perception. These large-scale photographs – the largest in Barth’s oeuvre to date - document 
the slightest changes of light, humidity and time as they play out across a section of the seemingly 
plain white exterior wall of her studio. The subtlety of these changes demand the closest attention, as 
they embrace emptiness, blankness and the contemplation that accompanies this. 
A 2012 MacArthur Fellow, Barth was born in Berlin, Germany, and lives and works in Los Angeles. 
Notable solo exhibitions have been presented at Art Institute of Chicago; SCAD Museum of Art; 
Contemporary Arts Museum, Houston; Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago; Museum of 
Contemporary Art, Los Angeles. Her work is represented in prominent private and public collections 
worldwide, Tate Modern, London; Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York; Whitney Museum of 
American Art, New York; Museum of Modern Art in New York; Metropolitan Museum, New York; 
Magasin 3 Stockholm Konsthall, Stockholm; Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles; the 
Hammer Museum, Los Angeles; Los Angeles County Museum of Art, Los Angeles; The Getty 
Museum, Los Angeles; and the Walker Art Center, Minneapolis.  
 
For additional information, please contact Patrizia Koenig or Alison Edmark: info@1301pe.com, 
323.938.5822 


