
JEAN-PAUL NAJAR FOUNDATION                                                                
a contemporary art museum 
 
45 Alserkal Avenue 
PO Box 928040 
Dubai, UAE 
+971 4 258 70 78 
jpnajarfoundation.com 
 
 
 
February 2017  - For Immediate Release 
 
 
 

Artist Run New York: the Seventies 
Curated by Jessamyn Fiore 
March 9th – June 30th 2017 
 
 
 
 

 
Joan Jonas Beach Piece ©Richard Landry 

 
 
 
During the decade of the 1970’s contemporary art was transformed because its very essence was 
questioned. Artists living and working in New York City broke the boundaries of the traditional art world by 
rejecting the pristine white cube gallery space and commercial market, instead diving directly into the 
everyday lived environment of the city itself, engaging with its architecture, culture, politics, people and 
societal problems. They developed an Artist Run culture that questioned all previous definitions of art – 
from what constitutes an artwork to what defines an art space to the role of an artist in society and their 
potential to create meaningful change. This dynamic exhibition will present groundbreaking works from 
this period and their context. It will explore New York City in the 1970’s, when a community of artists took 
on the primary role in developing and sustaining new work, when pioneering cross-disciplinary 



collaborations occurred changing our understanding of all art can encompass, and how this artistic legacy 
has impacted today’s contemporary art world. 
 
To reflect the tremendous creative output of this period works across many mediums will be displayed 
including photography, video, painting, sculpture, drawing, writing, archival materials and live 
performance. The exhibition includes work by Trisha Brown, Tina Girouard, Philip Glass, Robert 
Grosvenor, Suzanne Harris, Jene Highstein, Nancy Holt, Joan Jonas, Richard Landry, Babette Mangolte, 
Gordon Matta-Clark, Elizabeth Murray, Richard Nonas, Alan Saret, Keith Sonnier, John Torreano, Richard 
Tuttle, Lynn Umlauf, and Lawrence Weiner.  
 
This comprehensive exploration will investigate projects that sought to emphasize the artistic community 
over commerciality such as the rise of artist run spaces like 112 Greene Street and Food Restaurant. 
Many of the artists included are multidisciplinary and their work will highlight the unique collaborations 
that occurred between the visual art world and performance, film, theatre, dance, writing and music. This 
exciting cross-disciplinary pollination influenced the trajectories of each medium for decades to come and 
so to view these early experimental works is to understand the foundation of contemporary art today. The 
Jean-Paul Najar Foundation seeks to play a crucial role in preserving this important legacy, bringing this 
incredible artistic moment to Dubai to be experienced by a new generation through the exhibition, 
performances, and educational programs.  
 
 
 
About the JPNF 
 
The Jean-Paul Najar Foundation for Contemporary Art is a non-profit ICOM registered private museum, 
gathering abstract European and American art from the 1960s through today. The JPNF is also home to a 
remarkable archive tracing forty years of artist-collector exchanges. Education is central to the museum’s 
mission. We are committed to presenting programs that promote a spirit of discovery and inquiry that 
engage our diverse communities. The JPNF is designed by Mario Jossa, of Marcel Breuer and Associates, 
and is presented in partnership with Alserkal Avenue in Dubai. 
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