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OPENING RECEPTION: SATURDAY, APRIL 1, 6 - 8 PM

Nostalgia VI (green/purple) 2016, acrylic, metallic & Kuricoat 
C-720 (synthetic resin) on panel, 60 x 48 in

Baltimore, MD - C. Grimaldis Projects is pleased to present 
un·der·cur·rent, a solo exhibition by Hidenori Ishii. Extending 
from the artist’s focus on the aftermath of Fukushima Daiichi, the 
exhibition posits a series of meditations on what utopia might be 
possible after nuclear collapse and how beauty might persist as 
landscape turns mutant.

Four paintings entitled Ekki Múkk (Icelandic for “quiet here”) are 
fragments of a burnished floral motif based on the traditional 
woodwork adornment of a late 17th century Dutch cabinet 
attributed to Jan van Mekeren. Ishii’s own painting practice 
is influenced heavily by 17th century Dutch still lives and their 
concern with freshness and decay. Rendered with synthetic 
materials, these flowers appear to be  distressed, oxidized copper, 
as if their metal has been exposed to harsh elements for years. 

Copper also forms the support system for Ishii’s Follow the Map 
series; breast-shaped cast resin works in neon vitrines which 
could be lab samples to be tested or artificial body parts for 
sale. These small, gene-like works might be scattered like seeds, 
germinating hybrids between biological and artificial, natural and 
technological.

In new paintings from the artist’s Nostalgia series, abstracted foliage grows around toxic chain-linked fencing. The 
reflective pool depicted in Nostalgia VII and Nostalgia VIII intimates the exhibition’s title, suggesting a flow of hazardous 
material which might nourish or poison its surroundings. Ishii describes these paintings as a response to Monet’s water 
lilies: examinations of how space shimmers between surface and reflection, between visible and invisible. 

The works in this exhibition feature the artist’s signature use of synthetic resin Kuricoat C-720, a neon-green substance 
sprayed at Fukushima Daiichi after the reactor meltdown in an effort to resist the airborne spread of radiation. At 
disaster sites, invisible radioactive material weaves itself into the contaminated environment, redefining space and 
one’s relationship to the body. Ishii’s utopias respond to such an undercurrent, hypothesizing the entangled trajectories 
of objects and their fates; the fate of a vein, an organ, a machine or of a flower.

Hidenori Ishii (b. 1978 Yonezawa, Japan) is a graduate of the Hoffberger School of Painting at the Maryland Institute 
College of Art and a Joan Mitchell MFA Fellowship Nominee. His work has been included in group shows in New York, 
Dallas and Baltimore, as well as a recent solo exhibition at Erin Cluley Gallery in 2015. un·der·cur·rent is the artist’s third 
solo exhibition at C. Grimaldis Gallery. He currently lives and works in New York.

Press Inquiries: Elspeth Walker, ew@cgrimaldisgallery.com.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

C. Grimaldis Projects is a new space on the ground floor of 523 N Charles Street which seeks to showcase 
emerging contemporary art practices and experimental programming in dialogue with the 40-year exhibition 
history of C. Grimaldis Gallery. The gallery is open Tuesday through Saturday, 10 - 5:30pm.


